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BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT
THE SILVER STAR
IS PRESENTED TO
PLATOON SERGEANT (THEN STAFF SERGEANT) JORCGE OTEROG-3ARRETO

UNITED STATES ARMY

For gallantry in action in the Republic of Vietnam on 17 February| 1968. Staff Sergeant Otero
distinguished himself while serving as a platoon sergeant on a combat operation near Quang Tri,
Mepublic of Yietnam, Staff Sergeant Otero's platoon was moving throughlrlce paddies and woodlines on
an overcast and partizlly rainy day when the point made contact with enemy positions cpncealed in a
hedgerow. The enemy was Flring rocket propelled grenades and machine éuns and the point element had
taken several casualties when 3taff Sergeant Otero took over the macnine gun. With no Adsslstance, as
tne machine gunner had been wounded and his assistant killed, Staff Sergeant Otero began [returning the
enemy flire so tnat the point could break contact with the numerically superior and well-concealed
enemy force. With completed disregard for his own personal safety, Staff Sergeant Otero remalned
exposed to the Intense enemy fire while the point began to withdraw. Because of the heavy volume of
. Fire he vas placirg on them, the enemy ceased fliring on the rest of the |point element anq concentrated

on Staff Sergeant Otero. Although he was wounded by a rocket propelled|grenade, Staff Sergeant Otero
remained exposed to tne enemy flre until the rest of his element had ved to a de=filade position.
Having expended a’l tre ammunition for the machine gun, Staff Sergeant/ Otero began firing his rifle
and crawled back to rejoin tne rest of the point. He then led them in an orderly $1thdrawal to
safety. Staff Sergeant Otero's extraordinary heroism in close combat égainst a numerlcallv superior

Viet Cong force was in keeping with the highest traditions of the militéry service and rflects great
credit apon nimselfy. his unit, and the United States Army.





