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COF D--NT1AL
DEATMDE or THE ARM

X"UARTENS IST BRIGADE 1013T AIRBORZ DIVISION
APO 96347

A'lnU C 11 September 1967

7-:CT7 Combat Operations After Action Report, Operation HOZV RIVER (KACV/WS/
J)32)

tI!MUl Coaanding General
Task Force O33-ON
AP 96374

Cammading Officer
III Marine Amphibious Force
APO 96602

TO: Comanding General
US ilit. rm Aesistance Coamwad Vietnam

-ArrNx J343
kPO 96222

1. (U) Name of Operatiens Operation HOOD RIVER

2, (U) Dates or Operationt 020800H August 1967 through 13073M August 1967.

3. (U) Locations QUA% NGAI Province.

4. (U) Command Headquarters: st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division.

5. (U) R~eT' tin_,Officer: Brigadier General Salve H. Matheson, Co ian g
General, lst Brijgae, 1Olst Airborne Division.

6. (U) Task Oreanizationt

1-327 Inf Bde Control
Engr 1Z Clearing Tms HHC Bde
FAG Tm A/2-17 Cav

A/326 Ew (-)
2-327 Inf RRP Flat

5th SF Mike Fores Co (DS) HP plat
Engr 1._ Clearing Tmis 1-101 Avn See
2 Sct Dog Tis 20th Cml Det
FAC Tm HB Tm, 244th Psyops Ce

406 RRD
2-502 Inf 101 MI Det

5th SF Mike Force Co (DS) TACP (-)
Engr 12 Clearing Tme 42d Inf Plat, Set Dog (-)
2 Sct Dog Tia D/326 Medic. Ce
FAC Tm

2-320 Arty (DS)

7. (C) Sumortin, Fc-ce :

a, 2-320 Artillery: Employed in a direct support role.

b. C/2-1i Artillery (105 Towed): Provided reinforcing fires*

FOR:,7c4,d fi . !0" X.
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SUSJ.e Combat Operattona After Action Report, Operation HOW RIVER (RACV/RCS/

J3/32)

e. 3/1B Artillery (155 Towed, 80-175 SP)s Provided 4eniral support rein-
toring ftireas

do karbin Proviel .1 Battery (8M.'55 Gun)t Provided aen~ral supprt.

e* 176th Aseautlt Aviation CompaJr Provided troop lift ari' flew combat
support a resupply misaions.

f. CIDO 0amp, HA THAW4: Provided two CIDG companie in direct support of
Brigade operations.

go 5th Special Forcest Provided two Mike Force ccm,-nies in lirect sup-
port of Brigade operations.

h. 24 Jth Psychological Operations Compaeny Provided *ne loudsptaer
and leaflet dissemination team in direct support.

i. QUAG NGAI Provinces Provided one platoon of Natior&l Police field
Forces in direct o-rrrt.

3. 7th US Air Forces Flew tactical fighter missions totaling 75 aoriee.
Five of these sorties ware immediate requests which were processed through the Air
Force Tactical Air Request Net with an average reaction time of 25 -- ries. In
addition, 27 Combat SIkspot sorties, 3 flreship (AC-47) sorties and 59 trantVarit
sorties were flown in support, of the Brigade. FACIs flew 65 sort:.ce in forward
air control, artillery adjustment and visual reconnaissance missions.

k. Two infantry battalions from the 2d ARVN Division and two ARVN anger
battalions operated in close =tual coordination and cooperation to the southeast
of the Brigade AO.

1. Two battalions of RO( Marines operated in close mutu%.l coordination
and cooperation to the northeast of the Brigtde AO.

m. let L.istical Conr~andt Provided logistical support.

8. (U) Intelligencet See Inclosure 1, Intelligence.

9. (C) RISSIOmhHedquarters, Task Force Oregon directed the le'. Brigade, 101st
Airborne Divison to conduct operations to find, fix and deetroy VC/NVA forces and
te neutralize VCAJA base camps in VEGfM2 A0 (western portion of BEee rea 121) in
coordination with ARV, ROK and CIDG forces. Inclosure 2, OperatioSs -,chetics.

10. (C) Concept of Operations Operation H0O1 RIVE consisted of a four
pronged allied attack converging on Base Area 121. Two battalions of the 2d ARtVN
Division conducted an overland assault from QUANG NA1 west across tte cwlands;
two battalions of ART.1 Rangers conducted airmobile assaults into the high ground
sou

t
h of the base area and comenced sdarch and destroy operations north, two

battalions of the ROK Marine Brigade conducted, an overland assault southwest toward
the base area from positions northwest of QUA0r Xa.I, two battalions of the Brigcde
conducted airmobile assaults into the high ground west of the base area and com-
menced search and destroy operations to the east* The !at Battalion (AI-borne),
327th Infantry conducted search and destroy operations 10 kilometers soutb of the
base area concentrating on likely avenues of enecoy egress from it. Two CMOJ com-
panies from HA THA104 CIDG Camp provided direct support to the Brigade by b 0xking
to the south in the southeastern portion of the Brigade AO.

11. (C) Execution,

a. Operation HOOD RI was characterized by small unit actions aril
sporadic contact with small, enery forces. The search and destroy tactics utilized
consisted of saturation patrolling, night ambushes and night movement. The terrain
over which operations were conductrd consisted of mountainous jubiel and culAvated
lowlands.

2

COf IDNT AL



CON F!DENI 1AtI
11 septem-1.r 1967

S-Jr, ,t Conbat Oerations After Action Report, Operation IO HimY (,AVA11CS/

* Operation MOO RIVER was initiated Immediate]y upon the completion of
C)Nratcn UJhZUR. The lot Battalion (Airborne), 327th far.try was coMducting
are&rch and destroy operations in the northern portion of ZON AD (MAIMEIR). The
2d Battalon (Airborne), 327th Infantry and 2d Battalion (Alt'-orne), 502d Infantry
were at.,CAR&2JAN Bass (the Brigade base camp west of DUO PHO). On 30 July one
battery from the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillery conducted an overland move
frm CARKN7A0 Base to QUANG 4GAI in preparation for the absiLtt. Additionally, C
Battery, 2d Battalion, lIth Artillery conducted an airmobile displacement from firing
poeltiona in ZON AO to HA THAW& CIDG Camp from which it provided general support,
reinforcing the fires of the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillery for the du,-
ration of the operation. On 31 July, a second battery of the 2d Battalion (^ir-
borne), 320th Artillery moved overland to QUAN3 GEAI. On I August, the Brigade
erttablished a TAC CP at NUI THIEN AN, a moneitary northeast of QUAIL NGAI, where
both the 2d ARVN Division and the RPj Marine Brigade also established TAC CPs.
The 2d Battall n (Airborne), 327th Infantry and 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d
Tnfartry conducted airmobile displacements from DUC PHO to staging areas at QUANG
'.10A Airfield. Operation HOCD RIVM corzaenced at 0208OOH August 1967 with the
airmobile assaults of the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry and 2d Battalion
(Airborne), 502d Infantry, each with one Mike Force Company in direct support, into
the western portions of their respective AO'a. Landing zones were prepared by both
artillery and tactical air. "ire was also placed on known and Suspected ene
locations end on suspected routcs of enemy movement toward the landing zones.
Corcurrently te 1st Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry reoriented to the north
and commenced icreening along likely eneM egress routes south from VB1 AO.
On,2 light contact by the 1st Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry resulted in the
capture of 9 individual w~apons. Two light contacts by the 2d Battalion (Airborne),
502d Infantry resulted in 2 US KHA, 5 US WHA, 1 VC KIA (C) and capture of 1 in-
dividual and 6 crew served weapons. On 3 August the let Battalion (Airborne),
327th Infantry had two light contacts resu!ling in 2 VC KIA (C). The 2d Battalion
(Arborne), 327th Infantry had three light contacts resulting in 3 VC KIA (C) and
capture of 2 in.ividual weapons. On 4 August one light contact by the 1st Battalion
(Airborne), 327th Infantry resulted in the capture of I wounded detainee. The
Reconnaissance Platoonof the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry observed and
called in artillery fire on an unknown size VC force resulting in 10 VC KIA (C).
One other contact by the battalion resulted in 1 VC KIA (C). One light contact by
the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry resulted in the apprehension of 11 de-
tainees. On 5 Aug'ust two light contacts by the lat Battalion (Airborne), 327th
Infantry resulted in 2 US WHA, 4 VC KIA (C) and capture of U detainees and 5 in-
divid- ,l weaoons. Four contacts by the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry
resulte- in 2 US WEA, capture of 56 detainees and 1 individual weapon. On 6 August
the _- -attalion (xirborne), 327th Infantry had two light ccntacts resulting in 2
LS '.f-A { .d 1 VC KIA (C). The 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry had seven con-
tacts resulting in 8 VC KIA (C) and capture of 3 detainees and 3 individual weapons.
On 7 Augus the 1st Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry had two light contacts
resutinz ;n 3 70 KIA (C), capture of 2 detainees and I individual weapon. Two

ht contacts by the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry resulted in 1 US WHA,
5 V. KIA (C) and capture of 9 detainees and 2 individual weapons. Seven light con-
tats by' the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry resulted in 7 1 KIA (C) and
the capture of 8 detainees and 2 individual weapons. On 8 August the 2d Battalion

(Airbrne), 327th Infantry had one light contact which resulted in 1 VC KIA (C)
w:.ile seven light contacts by the 2d Battalion (Airborre), 502d Infantry resulted
in 3 US WHA, 6 VC KIA (C) and the capture of 5 detainees and 3 individual weapons.
Cn 9 August one light contact by the 1st Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry re-
sulted in 2 VC KIA (C). The 2d Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry had three
contacts resulting in 1 US WHA, 6 VC KIA (C) and the capture of 3 detainees and 5
individual weapons. The 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry had six contacts
resulting in 3 VC KIA (C) and the capture of 6 detainees. On 10 August the lt
Battalion (Airborne), 327th Infantry bad one light contact resulting in 2 VC KuA (C).
The battalion subsequently conducted airmobi1l extraction& to QUANIG WAI and an
overland displacement to CHU lAI in preparation for future vperatiLns. Five ht
contacts by the 2d Battalion (Airborne),. 327th Infantry resulted in 3 VC KIA (C
and the capture of 9 detainees. The 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry had
three contactB resulting in 1 US Wla, 1 VC Klx (C) and capture of 2 detainees.

3
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SU.Jik1 Combat Operatione After Action Report, Operation HOOD RIVER (MACV/I CS/

01/32)

On U Augst the 2d Battalion (Airborne) 327th Infantry had one contact resulting
in ear*.ure of I detainee and I individal weapon. The 2d Battalion (Airbcrne),
fCJd infantry had three contacts resulting in 3 VO KI (C) and capture of 2 de-
tainees. On 12 August one light contact by the 2d Battalion (Airborne), 327th In-
fentry resulted in the apprehension of 7 detainees. Operation HOD RIVER ter-
mirated 130730H August 1967 40 the 2d Battalions (Airborne), 327th and 9O2d Infantry
corducted airmobile assaults from field locations to GQO'R AO (Base Area 117),

ir,'tiating Operation BENTON. During the conduct of Operation HOOD RIVER a Brigade
TAC CP was established at CHU WAi for the purpose of controlling Operation BENlTON.

c. During Operation HOOD RIVER Troop A, 2d Squadron (Airborne), 17th
Cavalry had primary responsibility for the security of CARENTAN Base. The patrols
E-4 ambushes oonducted by the Troop for the period resulted in capture of 5 detainees.

12. (C) Result,

a, The lst Brigade, 101st Airborne Division accomplsahed its mission of
cznducting oprations to find, fix and destroy VC/MVA forces and to neutralize
VC A A base camps in VEGHKL AO.

b. The following losses were inflicted on the enemy during th opritioni
63 'W/ AA K1A (C), 4 VCC, I NVAC, 6 crew served weapons, 37 small arms, 21.3 tons
rice and 3.2 tons of salt.

c* Friendly losses during tho operation were, 2 US KHA and 24 US MiA.

13, (U) Administration Matteres

a. Personnel and Administrations See Inclosure 3.

b. Logistics: See Inclosure 4.

c. Civic Action: See Inclosure 5.

14. (C) Special Equipment and Technigues, During Operation HOOD RIVE the
Brigade established a TAC CP as part of an ARVN, ROK and US tripartite Command Post.
The close proximity of all headquarters allowed maxim coordination to be accom-
rZu shed in minimum time and contributed tc the smooth functioning of all forces
imvolved in the opuration.

15. (C) Commanders Analysist

a1  In planning an operation% consideration must always be given tc the
evacuatio, of refugees. Although no effm.t uns made to pick up large numbers of
people, groups attached themselves to maneuver elements, asking tc be taken to safe
areas* As this occurred, airlift was diverted to the location to evactute the
refugees resulting in minirum delay to the movement of maneuver elements.

b. The time frame in which the operation ves conduct -d precluded a
thorough aeach of the AC. The maneuver elements concentrate their efforts along
the high ground to the west during the first half of the operAtion amd on the low-
ground to the east during the latter half.

6 Inclosures NS. 1. KATRkSON
1 - Intellgence Brigadier General, USA
2 - Operation Schematic Com-anding
3 - Personnel and Adrdnistration
4 - Logistics
5 - Civil Affairs
6 - Artillery
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CoNic/EN 7/ /)

rrlosure I (Intelligence) Coibat After sctlon Lep.rt rcti.n

- LlN: The area is prudo:Inan u , .- i.,it-. ub trr.n
C!ion-tet-ized by heavy veg'tat on L-. th. we''t with a gradu-]
crannage fro.., evergreen forest tc *catteru; rushwoid iii the
okot * To the east, the hills r Iuc it se and cerge with
tro cor-' plain. The main areas of c~ntact were the OIS5
TI, KH"'Alley and NMJ CON, B 369778, the v iley havxng

: :test .ount. The oont.s afr goo covcr and
c •I ;t but p:,,-r cbservation am f 1 ;s of fire. The

rov,5-se was true for the river " .ll,'y; pad4y walls and low
hills in the valley gave linte cover aned concealmant. The
nain avenues of approach are the .au, K.'. hUC Valley (east-

,t), R.ute 5D (east-west) c.r.C , dirt surface rmad, runnine
" rtn-aouth from B3495784 to the 31%3T il, P'$3 Valley. Num -

crou s mall trails and st-eos afford noth-south mvement in
th.: western portion of the area.

C) WR.1.iR: The prevailing weather for the period of Operation
.la D RI'F.1 was partly cloudy skies except the period 9 to
1 August when the maJor portion of the rainfall wa m eived.

The total preclpation was .54 inches of which .51 inches fell
dtwing 9 to Ii .u-:t. The tenperature averaged from a max-
is -. of 94 degree. to a minim of 79 degrees. verage rel-
ative humidity was 70 percent. The weratrer wa: genrally
favorable to military operations.

3. (0) ,.LY.iii:

a. Mus of the contacts were with small units, the largest of which.
wras l ricn. The weapons captured were varied but mostly semi
automatic types such as carbines and very few automatic weapons.
The forgoing ites coupled with the lack of significant contact
leads us to b_,lieve the areas's enerW forces consists of guer-
ill-s and local force units.

b. P-, -ea l1 possibly had been a base arca but is apparently
'moe -zandond d und should be dropped fr -:. the active base area

c (. iz ."a l 1 limits should be moved more to the west than as
outlined I the CICV Base Area studies. The preponderance of
f c ities found were west of the stated area.

d. Cor.rication Security: During P0D RiVER, the Radio Research
Detachoent mointored 5,935 WN Radio Trans!issions and 1,124
: elephone transmissions. There were no violations observed.

4. (0) I,,SCNS It.RED:

a. The enery continues to secure his base a."aes with Loc-.l Force
units.

b. The ene:my continues to utilize mutually supporting draws,
characterized with a water supply and dense foliage, and fort-
ified positions guarding accesses to base areas.

5. (C) ENSNxY LC-3SZS:

a. Personnel For Operation Total in Country

Killed (Body C.unt) 63 4,197
Killed (Esti:-oated) U 1,976
Captured Viet Cong 12 102*

DOWNGRADFJJ AT THREE YEAR If-TUlV,J
DECL,S5Fl ED AFTER 12 p.ut

C- 0t ,c c // 194-L
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<f ON 7'
.'rIosue I ('ntOllgJ8nce) Colabot ,rter oction Report Operation

P..ersi.e_ For oeration Total in Country

LcUpt-urd NVA 1 24*
Hoi Chmh 1 38
CIVULZn Defondjnt, 2 132*

NOM. *Since 1 January 1%7

b. Weapons: individual - 37, Crew Servd -

Carbines 6 7.62 Sub-machine gun 2kS 36 4 W 49 1fcain Nugnant 4 SKS Ih-i 5 AK-47 I
Shotgun 3 FFSR 47 1

14 1 Thosvom SIC 3
hawer 5 Chatterault 5

C. U unit.on

57 ri ieter rocoilass rifle 9 rounds
M-72 LWd I rotnd
Small ars 250 rounds

d. Food Stuffs:

Rice 23 tons Cooking oil 50 poundsSalt 3 tons Yeast 200 pounds
Canned ;', k 120 pounds

e. Structures

Base Areas complex 7
Hospital 2
-,unkr cc:"-Icx 14

f. kiscell.neous Lqu.pwtnt:

Kerosene 73 Calions Bicycles InO eachCo= . unicaticn L'ire - 1 nile Fenicilin 30 bottles
hiscellaneous rad!o tubas

1 Inclosure
T..- Order of Battle

2
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T ii (C;r i t tl ) t r~. I 1(tU un ) t ot P,,a tion.
Ct, i t (,<cc rx <n HGX, HIMZ) (U)

a. WV.; UnitsI

()tler jnts of the- l3t VIC Regiment, 2r,! 1:?., Division,
C":xya-ecd of the 40th, 60th:, 7:0h & 90th !!ttalc-ns,I
a nd up:L: units were tuhtto L, pur-Aing in
the Kpn j:.xbu 118. It Wis. d ; 'l r o, that,
the erf *u iUt .. j leeA j t he lr 1CI.

(Z) The 1506th Rain Force Lrngireer Bet', lijx wa': morted '
to be eperoting; in the area curs.Lc nt- ,* of
July, but its exact boati t an tea 4.t ,wn. The unit
nrovides engineer su~ort, to the h.,. nd La"in Force
Units in. the are, , era was rnot repoct -d to have af,
cox-bat mission. This unit nor.call11 op, rt a in stall
grou~ps which are widely dispersed onr regnero..ly
accz:-,ainsd by laborers.

(7) 2-nts of the 409th %.ain Force 3a7p,- 1 itttaliot were
reported to be ope rating within tre t ectic- '1 rea f1
aiponsibility in possibly two or three ccmpaniy

atrerngth. The re ..ining e-panics vcru spreaded
throu~hout IIU:M3NSI/QUaIC TIN Provic s.

G'.) W> 1 20,th Lontognard Rain Force Battalion was belie!ved
':e operating thrzu;;hout the tactical area of

reoponsibility with a prirmry mission of transportation
,.-I logistical n-;oveunants, and possessing a limLited
combat cap Tility.

b. r-~ Are-ns: There are two base areas rep:ortedl near dr
w~thrt.i 'hen tactical are a of rcsponsibility base area 121,.
VIcL1.tty -i 4769, end- b-qse area 118, vicinity P3 4085.
1baa. area is considered a safe and secure area in which
tr, r~st and regroup for corbat.

2. (C) ODE CF D.TTL, FINU)-4%S A.- SUC;,RY IN TML oFzaTION;, 79i

a. Lasents of the 1st VIC Hegi.nent and other l.ain Force a
&Attai ons were not contacted during this operAijn.A
Dwt L-, the lack of cont;act, Tntelligence results were
in-ignific ant.

b. Se-lresistance grates (I!ormally one to 10 peareonncl) were
contacted within the ta-ctical are, of responsibility ith

insignificant, Intelligence results.

c. Final Disposition of 'IC/NV., t'nits.

(1) 1st VIC Regizents, 2nd 1,V,. Division

(a) Regiment Regirertial Headquarters vicinity B3? 03184

(b) 40th Battalion 1st VIC v icin ity e. 03 18A

(c) 60th Battalion 1st VIC vicinity BT1 C318I

(d) 70th 3attalion 13t VIC vicinity '22 1223U

(e) 90th &.ttalion 1st 'IC vicinity BT 0318

(2) 1506th Znz-inecr Pittalion vicinity -S 4876



I

('Al ic* kT,/
7 A (Orior of iOattle) to Inclosure I (Inteigence) to co .bat

Gki:.-tion .. fter iction Report (Operition H00) hIV-.R) (U)

(3) 409th 4ain Frcv Sappur Dttalion I
(a) 20th ConpexW (Headquartur3 Comarq ) vloL~tY US 6135 A,)

(b) 30th Coiany vic Inity BS 6135(c) 40th CoqI vicinity US 3377

(d) 50th Company vicinity BS "635
(a) 60th Ccrqdny. vicinity MS 2713

(4) 120th Nintagnard hain Force .-attalion located vicinity
, B5 3548

(5) See Tab B tc inclosuro I (Intelligence) Combat ;Xter
- ction hep~rt, Operation HOOD ,IVli for inforrAtion
pertaining to the organization and strength f the
Main Force Battalion.

d. Due to the short p-,rlod of tim in which Cperation HXID RIVER
was condictA, little contact was r..de wath the enecW. As
a ressult uf this limitted contact, ¢ sualtios could not be
accurately assessed to the units. Prisoner of War
interrogation reports and documents captured revealed little

with regard to unit locations urnd strongth. In general,
intelligenee gathered was insignificant.

2-A-1
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A.LSO KNOWN ~ JSr~ UTT BOX NM PEMNALITIES

colic1 20.142(31 CUK.MNDi14 0LflM TA
D.68 O'.U4G .M %

X-409 B..C HIEN EXI)CUTIV OFFICM NO[.Yaj XI..N BINiH
BhCH ,ON WORKSITE 1291 KW
X-20 BA HOA POLITIC.L OFFICER UYET
575114 DiThJA0ON X 24.24
Ak-58 B.C IEND PO~rf.RD

595 swu Sou ce: III Marine .nphibious Force 6 August 1967 A

LOChTION

20th Company BS 6135
30th Copany BS 6135
4C/th 0Cmpany BS 3377
50th Company BS 6135
60th Company BS 60.5
70th Company BS 2713

ST 2713 Source: IIn Marine Anphibioue Force 6 August 1967
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1506 ?-AIN FOCE UEN1- B,.ThJIQN

~506

_- j._ _ _ f

MW AlSOIO&N ~s LEnER BOX NUMBR ERSON11TIES

571 1289 C0*,YDER NGUYEN HUY KIH
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CON F DEN TIAI.
"...ure 3 (Personnel and Adrdnstntion) to Combat Operptiono After Action

Report, Operation HOOD RrVM

I~ NIT7 STRMTH

o,,inning of Operation HOOD RIVE

)) The Brigade personnel strengths at the beginning of Operation
r - were as followsi

Authorized Augmented (MTOE) 4128
Assigned 4775
Present for Duty 4466

Airhead - Duc Pho 3603
Base Camp - Phan Rang 863

Not Present for Duty 309

(2) The assigned strength was 116% of the augmented authorized
'trt nith. T.present for duty strength was 108% of the augmented authorized

( ) *.he not present for duty strength; 54 were intransit, 105ver- cn ':D7/$D c atua, 138 on leave, 8 in confinement, 1 missing, and 3 AWOL.

of Operation HOOD RPMt:

"".ade personnel strengths at the conclusion of Operation
!'C' D l .r a, ' llows:

Authorized Augmented (MTOE) 4128
A ,, ct 4931
Preoset for Duty 4557

._rhead - Due Pho 3719
Base Camp - Phan Rang 838

Present for Duty 382

) ehe osigned strength was 119% of the augmented authorized
t reneth. The perEnent for duty strength was 110% of the augmented authorized
r4 nith

(3) V- the not present for duty strength; 38 were intranoit, 143
war- r 7DY/SD status, 182 on leave, 8 in confinement, I missing, and 10 AWOL.

c, Eepac'mente received during Operation HOOD RIVER were assigned
subopNkate unite as follows:

:.,27 1 9 2/320 1 9
".7 4 44 Spt 13n 1 17

2/502 4 37 Sep Co 4 52

d. Total replacements received for Operation HOOD RVER were 183.

/J
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"'re 3 (Personnel and Admnistration) to Combat Operations After Action

RPport, Operntion HOOD RIVE

a. Casualties for Operation HOOD RIVER were as followst

Nia M HA

iC LRRP 0 0
1/327 0 0
2/327 2 1
2/502 0 4

2300 0
A 2/17 Cav 0 0
A 326 Enr 0 1
42 Inf (SD) 0 0

2 2D

y. ThtF.. casualties for Operation HOOD RIVER were:

20 0

Total casualctes to date from 29 Julj 1967'

2643

* : PEEII f-';OGRAIS :

thW *ad Cros Recreational Unit continued its visits to forward
units duriag the operation.

A Forward Red Cross representative remained located at the Brigede
forwerd Command P st during Operation HOOD RIVER.

.. (I;' PISOKI PIANNINO: During the period of Operation HOOD RIVER,
2 Pup$t 1967 -hru 12 August 1967, 106 personnel completed their Foreign
Servv-c Tour and were rotated to COtU; 183 replacements were received
dv'rirr. the same period.

2
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CONF1DFNTIV\L
'z .,snure (Logistics) to C~rbat After Action Report Operation Hood

%.',r (U)

1.~ Mt Orgamdzation far Support

a. This section of the Logistics Inoleseure deals with the
sunport provided for the manaaver eleaente of the Rrigede and does

17 nit deal with support provided in the Carentan Base area.

b. Supporting Forces

(1) 15th Spt Da, TFO coordinated and controlled all supply
and services support provided at tho Quang Ngai Forward Support Activity.
The support consisted of the following olementsa

(a) Distribution point for all classes of supply.

(b) Shower unit from the 221st S & S Company.

(c) 163 Light Truck Company (-).

(2) The l4th Avn 11n Chu Lai provided WIB, UHID and MWh7
aircraft in support of tactical and logistical operations.

c. Support Bn (FSE) Ided a forward Supply Point Team at

Qusr Ngai that included a he, 3rs element which ccmanded and
ccntrolled the Forward Supply ir- and D/326 Medical Company (-)
w cic:i estv-,ish-d a forward clvsriz Station at Quang Ngai Airfield.
";i .ua.ng Ngai 7SP supported the maneuver elements of 3 Lifantry
Pltt.lions arn. one Artillery Battalion.

2. (C) Katerial and Sorvices

a. Sunply: Accimplished by point distribution for Carentan

Base and by a foiward Supply Point at Quang Ngai.

(1 Class I: Meal Combat Individual formed the bulk of
all Class I consumed durin3 the operation. "A" rations and condiment
Su::liments, to include ice cream, were served whenever possible. Ice
c-13.1 W s nt available through the Quang Ngai FSA. Fresh vegetables

a onblu ice were avcilable throu:h out tha operation, A total of
2?'U rations were issued during the operation from the FSP, 36894
frxn Due Pho to Phan Rang.

(2) Class II and IV: The Quang Ngai FSP drew all Class
1I and IV Items from the TFO, FSP at Quang Ngal. Shortages of Class
II and 17 items during the operation included small fatigues and some
sizes of boots. A total of 45.54 short tons of Class IV and II were used.

(3) Class IIi JP?-4 accounted for the majority of 10L
consumption during the period. Two artillery Batteries were dis laced
by road in preparation for the operation but the short (26 mile moves
accounted for the little increase in MOGAS consumption. No shortages of
Class.Ill were noted. A total of 131,247 gallons of Class III were
issued during the operation. 41

(4) Class V: All type of munitions continued toebe
available. No shortages were experienced. A total of 198.1 short tons
of Class V iterw were issued during the operation.

(5) Water, Potable water was supplied from Quang Ngai
for the maneuver elements by A/326 Engr who established a 1500 gal per
hr water point at Quang Ngsi Airfield.

b. (U) Maintenance: The Support Battalion's 601st Maintenance
Ccpany received and repaired the folloni items:

Item Received Conpletod
Automatiw' 19 19
Armament 75 64
Instrament 8 7
Signal 153 129
Eneineer 12 10
Quartormaster 11 7 \



S) CO IIEN[IAL
Inploseurs 4 (Lo i tics) to Combat After Aotion Report Operation Hood

c. ;) Trareportation,

T*) ahkcUzlJi, In preparation for-tho operation, 2
hrtiUay batteries mote rnarohed from Due Phe to Quang Ngai using
eacgisc vehiles loaned gram the llth Artillery. At the termination of
do opraLon, 1/.7 inf and 1 Arty BTr motor marched from Quang Ngai /P
to Cu .d! ut lzin -L0- 714 ton trks. The 163 light truck company provided
I platocn in ! r--ci 5upport at Chu JAi Base Caq ad 1 platoon (-) at
the Q'.a1ng Nj zd F9?

Airi UYF C12), C130 US Army CH-7 and UHID aircraft
pro- -I1d aiulift 5upeort for the entire operation. Of primary interest
was th-, atrl.It, condu:tri ever a two day period, to Quang gai. The
quaeterig parties, FLF tcwr., medical clearing station and the S-4
liason team ,ure P-vod on the first day in 5, C,30 sorties. 1300 I
troops ad 3000 lbs of carpo, 2 Infantry Battalions were moved on the
second dy in 13, C-110, rd I, C-123 sorties. The troop move on the
:.'ord day ws.: acc-rt:thpd in 5 hours. 0-123 aircraft provided a

than Mang to Due Pho ,id rtu'n sand Duc Pho to Quang Ngai and return
air shuttle for cargo and passengers. The Phan Rang bases C-123
continued to be mer r,!iaUbo tlan previously scheduled air support.

(3) Sea: No o -.n :iportation was used during the
operation.

d. Other Services

(1) Or,-e3 Registration Service was available through

Car int2- Be-o- Chu Lai and QuI Nhon during the operation.

f2) vi'.-xcr,-nster Laundry and Shower services were
aojqilab! , c the Caran a -- so or Chu Lai.

(?) Shower services ere available at Quang Ngai.

9.Medical:

a. Oeneral. Drigade lcvcl medical support was provided for a
two Batlalon Task Force in the Quang Ngai Prevince Area, as well as the
Brigade (-) located at Duc Pho.

b. O-ganaiation. To accomplish the mission of supplying two
r- .lr n-- t-, to this degree, it u-ns necessary to echelon one half

c - -x:-al company's capability to Quane Ngai as a forward clearing
el '.t

c. Hospitalization and evacuation:

(1) Hospitalization. Casualties evacuated from the
Bijrade area of operation were catagorized as serious and routine.
Serious casnalties were evacuated, in most cases, direct from the pick-
up site straigtt to the Second Surgical Hospital in Chu Lai. Minor
.asualtiea were evacuated to the forward clearing section for treatment
and subsequently evacuated to the holding section located at Duc Pho.
Non battle casualties were evacuated in the saxe manner as minor
IPMH personnel.

(2) Evacuation. Evacuation of patients from the figade AO
was carried out in a smooth, effective manner through the outstanding
support provided by the 498th Air Ambulance Company. Fixed wing
aircraft wore available at Duc Pho airfield for evacuation of
routein medical patients to tie 6th and 85th Evacuation Hospital at
Quin Whon.

d. Medical Statistics

Oporaton Hood Ri-ver KWL' WHA MALARIA OTHERI

3 1 59 126

(\,\)HDF NTiA



i>C .o!sUO 4 (Logistics) to Combat After Action Reort Operation Hood
P*-u2! tU)

e. Logistics. Medical supplies were provided by the forward
e"-.lvg ctation oo4ocated Qang Ngai air strip with the FSP.

f. Lessons Learned,

(1) Organisation and oontroll of Brigade level Medical
fI'l1t:tes Is difficult with a split configuration.

(2) Dut-off support with three (3) aircraft at Quan"
NKai proved to be more than adequate since enemy contact was minimal.

(3) High turnover individual medical items carried by the
irv .vidua" soldier such as salt pills, water purification tablets,
c .CU4uire p.imarquine tablets and Dapsone tablets should be etocked
arwc re gl .Vei by Infantry Batallions. Back up generators must be
r~a-ily rvailable to insure constant refigeration of biologicals
t, i I'usod.

?"I The Medical Company's TOE should be augmanted with
an additional microscope. This would facilitate diagnosing FUO case
w.itiout d.;ublo handling.

4. Conclusion

a, The present concepts of logistical support are valid.

b, Authorized etockage levels of TA 50-901 have been most
difficult to properly maintain at hc tFSP level causing shortages
i- sized items and undue delays in providing supplies to the troops.

5. Reccmendationsi

a. The present system of support be continued.

b. FSP's should be designed to handle only high turnover
Ci.-s !I and 1. " itemi and should not stock TA 50-901 items. The

O- 50-901 items should be issued from the FSE II and IV supply
-tivity to the 3n S-4 in the forward base area, The On S-4 will
ler be responsible for resupplyinG the companies in the field.

ii



CONFIDENTIAL 
'nc8uste 5 (Civil Affairs) to Combat Operations After Action Report, I
0,uestion HOOD RZ'ER (U)I

) peration HOOD RIVER took place in QUAtE NEAI Province from 2 August
-'" 12 August 67. The Brigade operated Frimarily in fur districts: TRA BONG,

SC, HA, SON TIIH, and TU CHIA Districts. The prL.ary issions of the Brigade
35 Section were: Refueo Movement and Oontrol, Food Extraction, and 4EDC.tPS. I

a, Rsugee Moveent and Control:

,lthough there were no lans for mass refugee movement, the Brigade
expected to generate a smll nuber of refugees due to the tactical operation.

A total of 840 persons were relocated to District Headquarter'e within our Area
of Operations. Before the operation got underway coordination was made with the
MACV Sub-Sector advisors at SON TIN4 and TU IOIA Districts, and also wIth the I
Special 

5
orces Advisory Teams at TRA BO and SON HA Districts. The concept of ,

the operation was that the districts would receive only those refugees actually
generatcd by tactical operations. During the ten day period of this operation
SX.1 TI:i District received the largest number of Refugees. Supplies for these

additional refugees were received by District Headquarters froa Civil Opcratiuns
for Revolutionary Development Suprort. These commodities included focd and
other suprlies necessary to help the refugees make a quick and satisfactory.
transition, In all a total of 23 sorties were flown in this operation for

refugde evacuation.

b. Feed Extraction:

Primary emohasis was nlaced on this nipsion urLng operation HOOD
kIVER. The procedure for the accomplishment of this mirsion was the same used
during operation MAMIYJR. Wen a food cache ws found the Battltion S5 would I
notify the Brigade S. Aftcr the decision was made by the ground tactical
cenander as to whether the cache would be extracted the Brigade $5 would provide
the Battalion with the needed rice bags. The Battalion 55 during the interium
would coordinate with the District Headqu .rters in which the cache was found to
procure workers to bag the c'che for ertraction. The workers would be brought to
the cache sitc by our aircraft. After the c,eh was bagged the food would be
extracted along with the wor,rs to thi appropriate District .{lhadquartcrs. Duringthis opcration a total of 21,5 tots of unpolished rice and 15 tons of salt were N
returned to Vcvo.-rv.cnt control. US. aircraft flrw 11 sorties in extracting
those f!!-d c cr tc , |

c. IaC ' SL\ "

For this oeration cs. DC,',PS were held in MO DUC and EDC PHO Districts.

'he fDOAPS were conducted for the refurees that were tak.-n to these districts

during Opcration Y',LErt.,. The districts have dispensaries, but they are not
adeu--.tely prnvided with medicine or trained personnel. Tno purnose of toe
)EAPS cnducted durrp' this oporation was to aid the districts that recelved
refuccs during the last operation. A total of 335'persons and 157 domestic
anirmals were treated Medically during theso .EDCAPS.

2. (U) Recapitulation of Activit-'ts Durinq Operation HOOD RIVE.

a. 840 Refugees relocated.

b. 54 Innocent Civilians returned to their hres.

c. 21.5 tons of unpolishcd rice extracted and returned to govergment control.

a. 15 tons of salt extracted and returned to govcrre.nt control.

a. 335 nrrn-rs trcted m:dicall.,

f. 157 domestic animals tre'ted medically.

.' .



CONFIDENTIAL
",nh w.-^%re 6 (Artillery) to Colot Operation@ After Action Report, Operation

"i!jaions The 28 Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillsry supports the lot
r 'k.st Airborne Division. Batte C, 2 Battalion (Towed), lth ArtiLler7

vat ; C2PCON to 2d Battalion (Airborne), 320*.h Artillery and provided rein-
for-'q fjiee Battery C, 3d Battalion (Towed)$ l6th Artillery and Battery B,
3d Dattalion,,lfth Artillery provided Meneral support to the Brigade. Fires of
a & battery of 15511 guns and A battery of r howitzere of the 5th Marine were
also available.

2. Suary of Operationa

a4 In the conduct or ODpration HOOD RIVE, the see techniques of
artillery employment that have proven successful in the pat were employed. The
redar was not employed in the area of operations and remAined in support of the
DUC 1PO ru3se.

b. The 2d Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillery was given the mission of
estbltishr rg a combined Fire Support Coordination Center in conjunction with the
2d A,'N Division and the let Korean Marine Brigade. Purpoee of the facility was
to coordirvtte fires within close proxdimty (500 meters) to TAaR boundaries ansd to
provide additional fires to Free World Military Forces as requested. Additionally
the battalion operated an air traffic control station to all FWXF aircraft operating
in the H!OWC RIVER AO. The Battalion S-2 section operated the artillery advisory
station on a 24. hour basis and pWosed information to the Air Force control party
located in the FSCC. Once established the F3CC functioned smoothly and the flow
of artillery information between the participatint forces was tisel7 and effective.

c. Battery C, 2d Battalion, lth Artillery was placed OPCON to 2d Bat-
tlion (Airborne), 320th Artillery by Task Farce Oregon on 4 August 1967. This
battalion assumed control of firing and coordination of aircraft allocation for
resupply of Battery C, 2d Battalion, 11th Artillery. All functions inherent to
the rission of reinforcing were accomplished by Battery C. Although an additional
burden was imposed on the battalion 3-4 section, the overall control and Comand
supervision of the battery was improved.

d. The battalion operations section displaced to Buddha Mountain vicinity
QUA N 'rA1 and colocated with the Brigade Tactical CP and the combined FSCC. A
tactical daylight road march was conducted to Buddha Mountain on 1 August 1967.
and a night march moved the element from Buddha Mountain to QUAW, NGAI Airfield on
9 August 1967. Communications with all battalion elements were satisfactory and
coordination with ARVN and HRC Marine elements was facilitated because of the
close prcximity to the combined FSCC.

e. Batteries B and C were road marched from DUC PHO to QUAN N0AI in
preparation for insertion into the AO by CH-47. Battery C continued to road
march tc positions vicinity TRA BONG, however, enemy action prevented closing as
schedulei and the battery was helilifted from a field position. No major oroblems
resulted during the march. It was necessary to augment the battalion w-th vehicles
frso neighborinU units to complete the move because siufficient battalion vehicleswere not available in the forward area.

3. (U) Executions

a. Battery A, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillery displacementes

(1) A Battery continued to support lst Battalion (Airborne), 327th
Tnfantry from ZON 1O vicinity BS?133O.

(2) On 1008OH August, A Battery displaced by air to QUA.G NGAI Air-
field vicinity BS544739. Unit closed 1130 hours. At 1300 hours the battery road
mrched to CHU LA in preparation for future operations.

b. Battery B, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillery displacementss

(1) On 310930H July, B Battery displaced overlAnd to QUANG NGAI

',ON-1)hF:N iAL L
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CO' DE N -PAL
"' .6 (Artjiltry) to Combat 0. 0rations Aftr Action Report, Operation j
Airfield vicinity P5544739. Unit clsed 1152 hours, Further displacud by CH-47

to vicinity 35391701. Uidt c.L)a -, 5 hours, Priority or fires to 2d Battalion
(Airborne), 327th -nf&r y.

( D_', .y con ..,asd to support Oeration HOOD RlVk from vicinity

c, fattery G, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillery displacemtntat

(1) On 01093C1 August, C Battery coomenced displacing overland to
th' TPA FC!X V01cy v'tintty B8566369. Because of intense sniper fire, and extun-

Give road Vining activity, the unLit wa unable to complete thu road march. One
NP escort vehicle deto_'rteJ a nine resultin in I KIA ani 2 WHA. The tattery re-
turned approximately 5 miles along route and set up for tht. right vicinity B3588891.
Octtilnutd preparticr for future operations,

k- On 020645A August, C Ettery displaced by air to BS466569. Unit
closed OBA5 hours. h;rtority of f..r& to 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry

3. On 12335h .. : , :.tt;ry displaced by air to BS411816. Unit
closed L140 hours, ;rbrit. of z:es tc 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry.

d, TAG OF, 21 3atcalir (Airborrv}, 320th Artillery.displacementsz

(I) C:. 010930 Agust, TAO OP 2d Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillery
displaced overland to Buddha Mountain vie BS660757, Unit closel1357 hours. Mission
to r''rcrt operation HOCL R:w.1,

(2) On 02030 AuLt, TAC CP 2d Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillerydisplaced Overland to Qto:;- NGA: ..irfield Ac B3544739. Unit closed 2240 hours.

Cn 10932 Auust, TAC CP 2d Battalion (Airborne), 320th Artillery
O L.- o-.:±redt Cl L.A, .ic L7549053. Unit closed 1235 hours, Miason to
eupport Operation BEITCN.

(iSA) (E)j

5. Rqcanitulation of issions Fired:

- - ssions fired: 303

.z. oral -o-js xpended" 3838

i.. ipter and Techniques:

a. On 3 August, C Battery, 2d Battalion, 11th Artillery fired into a
C-7A aircraft as it irde its final approach into the HA THANH Airfield. As a re-
eult of this serious incident, positive steps were taken to control both artillery
firing and aircraft in close proximity of the HA THANH Airfield. A land line was
installed from each firing battery to the airfield control party (US Air Force).
All missions were reported to the control party prior to firing and aircraft
Icc nZ or taking off from the field were reported to the battery. With close
ecordination between the cc ntrol party and the batteries this system worked sat-
is factorily.

b. A security force was for-.d frot battalion resources to conduct a
heliborne combat assault ari s(cure a battery position for Battery C, 2d Battalion
(Airborne), 320th Artillery when enezy action prevented occupation of the position
by road, A 30 man force was formed from survey and cotrunications personnel and
inserted into the LZ using scven [1--1D aircraft. The assault was successful and

1 L2 was ready for occupaticn within 30 minutes. The battery was helili frod

Ii:



l-. :o-.a 6 (Artillery) to Corbat Operations After Action Report, Operation

in'.' ., lion and fired 2. preparations3 for the man~uvcr element with which it is

7. Commnrvirs
t 

Analyaslst

a. The overstrength status of the battalion allowed for th- formtion of
an Infantry element from battalion resources which was successfully used to conduct
a combat assault into a potcntiallV hostile &rva to secure a landing zone for
follhw-on firing elements (C Battery). Although an acceptable solution when assets
permit such at.on, it is not recommended, in that artillery battalie.; personnel
ar IWe equj.J, ( t, C.iIi u ch a misS.uri.

b. A tragic but valuable lesson was learned in the accideital shoutin4g
down of the C7A aircraft by C bttery, 2d Battalion, 1lth Artillery. The Bat-
talion EtarAard Operating Procedures has been modified accordingly, incorporati.g
provisions systens bttween the US Air Force Combat Control Team and firing elemer,.s
whenever artillery is located in close proximity to airfields.

The establisnmcnt of a combined Fire Support Coordination Center to
ccorminate :he fire3 of the various Free World Military Forces units enhanced the
coordiz.:on considerably. This function was performed by the Battalion Operations
and -ni lligence section. Due to the imposition of such a function on eidsting
ci ':tions syttes, it was necessary to colocate the Bttalion Tactical CoS?-
IT. -' -st with the Fire Support Coordination Center. Should this function become
Sta-dard Operating Procedures on future combined operations, it may be necessary
tu aurm-nt the battalion's cormunications capability.

d. Whenever multi-nation forces are employed in combined ooerations, it
is mandatory th.t the headquarters directing the operations establish adequate
control and lioion with thn meaher forces in order to insure proper coordination
and direction of fire support and maneuver elements. This is particularly desirable

in view of lanruage difficulties inherent in such an operation.

e. When operating in relatively small Areas of Operation, care must be
exercised in the selection of colocated Artillery - Infantry Command Post to insure

that adequate fires can be placed throughout the area of operation, including
those close in to the battalion Tactical Comand Post.

I
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