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The ‘f&f%wing is a true copy of a handwritten memorandum that is unreadable when copied to

PDF format.

Memo For Record
Subject: Incident of 3 Aug with PF Company

1.

10.

11.

Recondos had moved into 2 platoon perimeters, one platoon located at BS414864 and
the other several hundred meters to the east. At 1850 hours an unknown size force
fired on the platoon in question with small arms, to i9nclude AW fire. Although the
bulk of the fire came from the north, some fire was also received from the south and
west. Recondos thought they had moved into an ambush and called for their other
platoon to join them.
Artillery fire and gunships were requested immediately.
Oxide 69 (FDC, C Btry 2/320 Arty) indicated that clearance must be obtained prior to
their firing. This clearance was obtained after some time.
2/502 made contact with Polite Search (SF camp at Tra Bong) who indicated that the
nearest friendlies, a PF Company, was located at BS405871.
After a few minutes of artillery firing a checkfire was ordered from an unknown
source who indicated artillery fire hit 300 meters from friendly positions. Replot data
on fire indicated rounds landing at 41278690
Bde S3 notified of this and guidance requested — in the meantime gunships were
orbiting overhead. At 2020 hours Bde S3 notified 2/502 area was clear to fire on.
A few minutes later Cpt. Gorski (Recondo Commander) revealed that he had been
communicating with Delta Cowboy — apparently the two had fired each other up.
Further information from Delta Cowboy revealed:
a. Recondos had fire fight with PF Company. Delta Cowboy was the US advisor
to that company.
b. AO issued to advisor was BS390860 — BS390885 — BS420885 — BS420860.
This AO overlaps 2/502 AO.
¢. No casualties suffered on either side.
Earlier in the day, 2/502 S2 and S5 had coordinated directly with the district chief who
stated the PF troops would not fire south of the roads and their elements would not be
further south than 500 meters from the road during daylight hours until 1800 hours.
After 1800 hours, all PF elements would return to their fort.
Although the Civil Affairs Annex to the Hood River OPORD indicates the Recondos
are in a no fire area, direct liaison indicated no friendlies would be in the area. Further
the original OPORD did not indicate a no fire area where the Recondos were on. The
2/502 Arty LnO was unaware such an area existed other than the area in the original
order. However clearance was obtained by Oxide 69.
Recommendations:
a. Closer liaison be established to ensure AOs do not overlap between friendly
elements.
b. No fire zones be published in the operations overlay or the fire plan overlay
and not the Civil Affairs Annex.
c. Arty LnO be notified of any changes in basic fire plan.

(signed) David P Perrine
S3




