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1. Geperal: . . . |
©a. Name of Operation:  STRINE FORGE . = .

b. Dat.e of OperatiomBlAugust -J.Septemberl%'? L
"e. Iocstion:' QUANG NOAI Provimce

et dge Cofitrol Headquarters: ond Battalion, 5024 Infentry (Airborne),
- -1st Bde, 101st Abn Div. - B T T R -
A S e Lot e T

“‘e.. Reporting Officer:"ITG Ralpti Puckett Jro o

. 2.7Task Orgentastion: * Ref OPORD: 3267, 2-502 B, dsted 31 hugust 1967.
- 3. Supp;)fting‘f‘.orées; A S , G \

E - a.’  Army Aviation provided the STRIXE PCRCE with the most flexible,
‘efficient large scale air-1ift support ever experienced by this anit. In: .
a.36 hour périod (310700 -011900) the 2-502 Battalion conducted four bat-. -
talion size moves, consisting of movements to and from a staging area, an
air assault and final ‘éxtractions.” The assault wes made on multiple un-

' scheduled 1Z's due to last-minute changes in the tactical plan, and final
" extractions were made: from multiple PZ's. - Adaptability to these late changes
‘was out-standing. A total of 50 Mft slicks, 4 CH-47's, 12: gunships, 2
_ ‘Dust=offs, 3 C&C ships, 1 repair ship, and 1'smoke ship=: fram 4 Aviation
Compenies (Minutemen, Pelicans, Dolphins, Rattlers) were coordinated in &
unified and superbly conducted effort. . - - -~ T

: b. The Tth Air Force supported the operation initially with photo-

' reconnaissance, upon which the planning phase depended heavily. During the
execution, Tac Air was on call and a contdriuous Air Cap covered the assaults.
This was particularly important due to the complete lack of Artillery coverage. .
A loudspeaker plane broadcasted messages urging PW's at work in the fields

. to come in. An airborne radio relay was on duty continuously. The FAC's

performed not only as’ fire ‘coordinetors;, but &s air observers and radio relays
when neccessary. Air Force support ‘wes-well-planned’ &nd -coordinated.
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c. Combat Engineers from the 3rd Platoon, A Co 326 Eng Bn were
attached to the assault elements for LZ improvment, and carried chain saws
fot this purpose, - The engineers also/ carried bolt cutters to free the

reported chained PW's, and prepared #xpl"o"s,ivgs to destroy enemy structures.

e R G -

"

. c¢. The 181st ML Detachment prévided 'Ia;ngtxage.'interpreté'z"s, photo-
interpreters and CI Teams for Operation STRIKE 'FORCE.

4. Intelligence:

a. The intelligence furnished for Operation STRIKE FORCE was
provided mainly by a former popular force soldier from SON HA District,
Quang Ngai Province, The source (name: Dang long, Age: 4,6) was captured
by the Viet Cong in January 1967. At that time he was imprisoned in IANG
DI Prison Camp (coord BS 123513). . He was also used to carry supplies and
food stuffs from QUYET THANG Prison Camp (coord BS 314535) back to LANG DI ¢
Camp. Thus he had intimate Inowledge of both camps. :

b. On 1 Aug 67, while returning from QUYET THANG, Mr. Long managed
to escape. He arrived in U.S. chdnnels on 23 Aug 67 (this time gap - 22 days -
is quite significant) and gave U.S. intelligence personnel the following in-
formation:

1) GQUYET THANG camp contained 7 US and 50 Vietnamese Pus.
The camp consisted of 10 huts, 7 of which-were ‘enclosed by & bamboo fence
which was surrounded by punji stakes 1 ft. long. The camp had one guard
on duty at all times and a total guard strength of 12. The guards rotated
every hour. Some of the guards were also used to control work parties in
the nearby fields of rice, potatoes, and corn. However, no US FWs were
allowed to work outside of the camp. The guards were Viet Cong who were
recovering from wounds or sickness; they were obtained from mein force units
which operated in the area.’ A S :

o

~ 2)..IANG.DL.camp, contained 19 U.S. and 120 Vietnamese PWs.
The camp -consisted of 13 huts, 10 of whish were enclosed by 2 bamboo fence
surrounded with 1 ft punji stakes. The guard system for IANG DI camp was
exactly the same as QUYET THANG except the guards were changed every two
hours. -

¢. When Mr. long arrived at this unit, he was agked to identify
the comps from aerial photography of the areas. At this time, there was
some confusion, and Mr. Long never did positively identify the areas. This’
2lso was the cause of some donfusion when the units were conducting heliborne
assaults into the area.  Though he knew he was in the general area, he had
difficulty relating himself on photographs to what he had seen on the ground.
Adding to this problem was the fact that the source required reading glesses-
this fact not being known initially.

. d. As Co A arrived on the landing zone for IANG DI camp, Mr. long
jndicated the camp was still at least 3 Km north. He knew where he was on
the ground, however. Therefore, A Co extracted and reinserted at coord
BS 120535 (see sketch #1). Upon landing Mr. Long immediately showed A Co
the food storage area. He then led them down a trail for a distance of 1
Km. Along the trail were approximately 15 cooking fires that were still ‘
smoldering. Also many r ‘ad size and ‘smaller sleeping p tions were found.
. I B H
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411 showed signe of use within two'hours prior to the arrival of A Co. Two
. of the large fields in. the area wers: laced with vines and é.foot poles. =
' Their deaign waag definitely: tactical {snti~helicopter) rather then agricul=-

turél. As the unit swept through tha srea, many trajle were noticed that
jndicated & high degree of recent activity. A conservative estimate would
pe that the area was used for at least a one night bivouac for. & battalion
gizge unit. As A Co approsched. the camp, Mr. Long pointed it out. .The unit
éntered unopposed; the guards had apparently fled. Four Vietnamese PWs were
pound dnside,. Three others surrendered shortly after a psychological war-
fare plane began broadcasting overhead, -On-the-gpot interrogation re-
yealed-that 3 more VN PWs were on & work .pariy, but their location was un-
xnown. . A1l three PWs said there were no &dditionsl ‘camps in the area (this
was later .proved false). They also said that-10 US PWs had been removed 15

days prior, and that they did not know their new location.,

: ‘e. Mr. Long was transferred to B Co which had the mission to raid
QUYET THANG camp, He was flown over the area initially and after a posi-
tive identification wes made, the raid force was inserted , ata different
location from that planned. . After the raid force hed progressed a short
distance, it was approeched by an 8 year old Vietnamese boy who said the
camp had been moved within the last month. He led the way to the old camp
which wes empty. It was very deteriorated but somewhat as described in -
paragraph bl gbove. The young boy guided the raid force further down the
trail to the new camp, The new camp had no bamboo fence but was enclosed
with barbed wire. Portions of the camp had not been completed and scme
of the huts lacked roofs. The first elements entering the camp found &
group of 5'male VN PWs. On the spot dnterrogation revealed that the US FWs
(number unknown) had been removed prior to building the new camp., A man
with & mauser was seen at a tunnel entrance. He was ntalked" into surren-
dering by the interpreter. One other man, two women and two children were
also hiding in the tunnel., One additional male was found outside the.camp.

* The cemp itself consisted of three buildings (see sketch #2) one which was

enclosed by barbed wire. ‘The installation was destroyed and all Vietnamese
were extracted. .. ST o o - "

. f. Further interrogation of the lang Di FWs revealed the follow-

1) An NVA bettalion was located close to the camp, The
exact ‘location was unknown, but it was believed to be 1-3 kms south of -
IANG DI on the east side of the river, ' ' _

' _ 2) There were three additional camps that were part of the
IANG DI complex: all were east of the liberated camps, One contained US -
PWs who were also moved two weeks prior to a location unknown. - The camp- '
populations and locations are as follows: :

(1) BS 128537 110 VN PW
(2) BS 127538 38 W W

(3) BS 130537 38 VN PW
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- 5. MISSION: 2-502d Inf conducts airmobile raid on D-Day, H-Hour to
liberate US and Vietnamese PWs held captive at LANG DI (BS 123513) and .
QUYET THANG (BS 316535) PW mamps. . |

6. CONCEIT OF THE OPERATION:

a. LANG DI (Camp #2): At H-Hour (01084LO0H September) Co A 1lifts
off HA THANH Staging Area, conducts airmobile rzid on LANG DI PW Camp, lib-
erates US and VN prisoners, and extracts to HA THANH. '

b. QUYET THANG (Camp #1): On order, Co B lifts off HA THANH
Staging Area, conducts airmobile raid on QUYET THANG PW Camp, liberates US
and Vietnamese prisoners, and extracts tb NA THANH. Co C prowides secur-
ity force and blocks entrance and wgress routes to the north, south and east.
Following extraction of Co B, Co C will extract to CARENTAN Base.

' ¢+ One platoon Recondos will .providé Eagle Flight, and rein-
force 4, B, or C Co as neccéssary. The remainder of the element will be on
ground alert’ at HA THANH. - : '

. 7. EXECUTION:

C On 31" August at 0700 the STRIKE FORCE airlifted from CAHENTAN
Base to HA THANH airstrip to stage for the following day's operation. The
battalion had come in form Operation BENTON on the evening of the 25th,
and was sent out again on Operation STRIKE FOKCE with very little warning,

- in the middle of its 4 day stand—down.:

' On 1 September, at 0840, A Co lifted off HA THANH airstrip for

its assault on LANG DI PW Camp. The entire company was moved in one 1lift,. -
-and ariived over the reported location of the camp at 0900. The assault

element set down, and immediately ‘the-ssuFée (Dong Lang, a former PW) in-
dicated thst this was the wrong place: the PW camp was 3 kilometers up-
stream (north). - While the rest of the company temained aloft, the com-
mander and his element were extracted and a second assault was made in

the location chosen by the source as the true site of the camp. LZs were

chosen.on the spot, and the insertion completed . The source led the com-

- pany down a'trail, through a recently occupied battalion size bivouac,

and finally to the PW camp, which was almost deserted. Four prisoners re-
mained, but all guards had fled. Later three more prisoners came in but

it was learned thet the US had been removed earlier. 'A Co was extarcted
to HA THANH. : .

B Go, supported by C Co, now lifted from Hi THANH to assault
Camp #1. Ih order to aveid the same mistake made by 4 Co, the B Co com-
mander dicided to overfly the target area so the source could positively
identify it. This the source failed to » but again he indicated that the
camp (QUYET THANG), was a short distance. away, and he could guide them
right to it. Continuing north, he picked out what he said to be the cor- _
reet location, and LZs were immediately chosen nearby. On landing, B Co
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moved a shoft distance,. thén' was :guided to the camp by an indigeno'us y?uth
met on the trail. :The camp was empty and deteriorated, but the boy said a
new camp was being built down the trail. B Co soon located the new camp,

which was also almost empty, 5 prisoners remaining. Interogation revealed

that all US personnel had been moved during the last month. One VC with
Mauser was spotted and apprehended, and 5 more people picked up in a tunnel
near the camp. During this time two platoons of C Co were inserted in the
vicinity. When the camp had been destroyed, all eléments moved to PZs and
were extracted back to CARENTAN Base Camp. When B Co and D Co (-) had been
safely extracted, the rest of the Battalion began airlifting from HA THANH
to CARENTAN, and closed by 1900, ending Operation STRIKE FORCE.

t

8. RESULTS OF QPERATIUN STRIKE FORCE: .
. a. Libersted Vietnamese:

-1 CIDG -
1-Village Chief
2 Hanlet Chiefs
2 GVN Agents .
1 Province Secupity Agent
6 Civiliane o
2 Children - .
" b. POWs: | |
1 Vee
1CD-
- L, VCS |
c. Weapons: 1 Mauser SN 20171,1
d. Eguipment Captured:

1 ruck sack .

© 1 uniform, green, (possible NVA-red dot over left brest
pocket) - :
1 NVA gas mask - :

e. Material destroyed:

2 POW compounds

1 storage area

500 1bs rice _

100 1lbs potatoes

400 1bs miscellaneous food items

9. IOGISTICS:

a. Class I: 3 C~ration meals were issued to each man prior to

move from CARENTAN Base. Ratians were drawn form company basie load dus to
short lead time. Companiws have reordered to stock basic load. Adequate

5
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additional rations were not drawn for attached personnel. Weter was issued
to companies in 5 gallon cans.

b. Class II and IV: The only items needed were radio batteries
apd enough were on hand.

c. Class III: 10 gallons of gas were taken for commo platoon.

d. Class V: Companies carried a basie load of anmunition. S-4
moved emergency ammo loads to sbaging area and had them prepacked for
kick-out delivery., Adeguate smoke was on hand.

e. Special Equiprent: 5 flame throwers were drawn ard 2 pair of
bolt cutters were drawn. ‘ :

f. DMovement: S-i organized and moved quartering party to stag-
ing area. The quartering party consisted of S~ section, company represen—
tatives and commo section. Unfortunately, the main body began to arrive
before the quartering party, due to loading of equipment on CH-47's.

10. COMMANDER'S ANALYSIS:

a. The time lag betwaen Dong Lang's escape and his coming to
Allied Forces with the information on the POW Camps was so great as to
reduce seriously the chances that the US Personnel {or indeed any person-
nel) would be found still-at that location. Had he come forward immediate-~
1y, chances of success would have been much greater.

b, The source had very limited ability in estimating distances
and direction, and-in relating photo maps to the terrain. This is under-
standable when his background is taken into account. It w:s for this rea-
aon that B Co made a positive confirmation before insertion, avoiding the
difficulty that A Yo encountered. - :

' ¢. Brigade FaC's were brought in on all phases of planning and
had complete understanding of all aspects of.the operation. It was noted
however that the FaC's who were flying over {he area during the operation

were Task Force Oregon FaC's who were unfamiliar with the battalion's plan.
This could have led to difficulties had a u?gent need for Air Force or-
danance materialized. S

Lecommend that all personnel inyolved in the planning phase
be employed on the operation and not be repléced by personnel unfamiliar
with intimate details. C 3

d. A psychological operation plan was devised and employed via
loudspeaker broadcasts of prérecorded tapes.' However, a replacement air-
craft arrived without a copy of the tape and with no one aboard with Viet-
na?ese language capability. The délivery was therefore late and ineffect-
- ual. . T
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Recommend closer coordination be made with psyops personnel

and greater attention be paid to all details of the operation.
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