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1. Name of Operatién: Uheeler

2. Dates of Nperation: 120658 Sep 67 through 23115& Novw 67.

3, Location: Thang Binh, Tam Ky, and Tien Phuoc" Mstricts,
Quang Tin Province (Maps: Vietnam 1:50,000 series 17014, sheets:
66391 IV; 664L0II,TII; £7391,1V; 67&0111

L. Control Headouarters: 2@-Batta1ibn (Airborne). 502¢
Infantry ,

5. Renorting Officer: LTC Howard H. Panford
. 6, TASK ORGANIZATION:

a, Bffective 12 September 1967:

A/2-502 Recondos/2-502
Engr Clearing Tm Engr Clearing Tm
Scout Nog Tm

Battalion Control
B/2-502 HHC(~)

”)lgggglglearing Tm Hvy ¥Mortar P1t
Sout Nog Tm 3(-)/A/326 Engr

' ¢/2-502 Vike Force Company
Engr Clearing Tm (DS) Da Nang -
Scovt Pog Tm

PROPERTY OF Us ¥
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SUBJECT: Corbat Operations After Action Revort,
Operation Wheeler (U)

24 Yov 1967

b. Effective 20 October 1967.

A/2-502 - Recondos/2-502
Sad(-), 3/A/326 Engr Sad(-), 3/A/326 E
PRU Tm, Quang Tin Province Scout Dog Tm 42 IPSN

' PR Tm, Ouang Tin

B/2-502 - Frovince

Sqd(-), 3/4/326 Engr
PRU Tm, Quang Tin Prov1nce Battalion Control

wHC(-)
¢/2-502 - : Hvy Mortar Pl
Sad(-), 3/4/326 Engr 3(-)/2/326 Fner

PRU Tm, Quang Tin Province  IPW, 181 MI Tet

Interrogator, 9th
ARVN MI DNet

c¢. The task organlzation was changed 11 times dvring
Operztlon'Wheeler.

(1) Mike Foree Company was released from OPCON 2-5
2-502 021325 Oct 67.

(2) Ren-Co/2d ARUN Niv was emvloyed in sunmmort of
2-502 on 22 Oct and was released from Nirect Sup~ort on 7 Oct 67.

(3) Security Plt came under N°CON 2-502 eff 11 Nct 67,

(4) A/2-502 came under OPCON 1/35 Inf eff 141210
Oct 67. '

(5) Security Flt was released from OPCON 2-502 eff
16 Oct 67.

-

(6) Task Organization listed in pera 6 line b, be-

came effective 20 Oct 67, 1£/2-502 was released fror N°CON 1/35
effective 200600 Oct 67,

(7) LARP P1t came under OPCON 2-502 eff 21 OCt &7
and was released from OPCON 2-502 eff 16 Nov 67.

(8) Security Flt came under OPCON 2-502 eff 1 Nov 67,

(9) LRRP P1t came under OPCON 2-502 eff 5 Nov 67
and was released from CPCON 2-502. eff 061615 Nov 67.
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Operation Wheeler (U)

- (10) €/2-502 was released to OFCON 2-327 eff 071520
Nov 67 and. was released from O™CON 2- 327 a8 returned to 2-502 eff
161143 Nov 67.

(11) LRRP P1lt released from OPCON 2-502 eff 16 Nov €7,
7. SUFPORTING FIRES.
a. C/2-320 Arty, IS

b. Btry, 3/16 Arty (155T) rein 2-320 Arty from Tien Phuoc,
c. Army Aviation, Inclosure 6, Air Sun~ort.

d. Tth US Air Force provided close air sunnort. In-
closure 6 Adr Suprort,

e, Tth US Fleet provided naval gun sumnort,
f. Mike Force Company.
8. INTELLIGENCE. | Inclosure 1 Intelligence
9. MISSION.

a. 2-502 Abn Inf conducted airmobile assavlts on 12 Sep
into NW portion of UDEN A0 to establish blocking nositions on sus-

pected avenues of aporoach/egress and to conduct search and Aestroy
operations.

b. 2-502 conducted search and destroy onerations in as-
signed AO effective 200600 Oct 67, An implied mission was to
disrupt the rice harvest in the area.

c. 2-502 moved to occupy the former AOQ of the 1/35 Inf
and establish blocking positions to the west, effective 4 Nov 67.

10, CONCEPT OF OPERATICN .

‘a., 2-502 began phase I of Operation “Theeler on 12 Sep
with a heliborne assavlt on five landing zones in the NY portion
of the UDEN AQ, and moved into assirned blocking vositions on
routes of approach and egress, and conducted search ani destroy
operations beginning 13 Sep,
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Reﬁort
Operationm Wheeler (U)

2, Nov 1967

b, Phase II began on 20 Oct when 2-502, minus A/2-502,
conducted airmobile assaults from Los Banos and Tam Ky, into twe
LZ's in assigned AO and conducted search and destroy overations,
A/2-502 was released from OPCON 1/35 Inf and continuved search
and destroy operations in assigned AQ,

¢, Phase IIT began on 5 November 67 when 2-502 moved in-
to the A0 of the 1/35 Inf to assume blocking mission. The Tac CP

was relocated on the old CP of the 1/35 at BT131203 and the com-
panies were deployed into the AQ '

S

4. Arty/Air preps on all unsecured LZ's were fired on
known or suspected enemy locstions, Daisy cutter bombs were em-
ployed to clear LZ's, Barrier fires were vlanned on avenues of
approach and egress near LZ's, Priority of fires was-to air as-

sculting elements until completion of the air assault, then units
in contact,

11. EXECUTION
8, 2-502 Abn Inf executed Op Wheeler in three rhases,

(1) Phase I: 12-14 Sep 67. Search and destroy
operations commenced with 1little significent contact, The bat-
talion swept to the northern boundary of the A0 without signifie -
cant contact, then shifted towards the west of the 20. On 27 Sep,
the 2-502 began to make significent contact, From this time to
the end of the first phase contacts were characterized by late -
afternoon enemy offensive actions carrying on into the night,
Yaximum use was rade of "Spooky" and smships, Artillery Adefen-
sive targets were plotted and fired in, The terrain over which -

operations were conducted included dense jungle covered mountains,

rolling hills with tall elephant grass and flat valley areas with

rice paddies, Heavy rains on occasion limited air suovort, On

9 Oct, A/2-502 was extracted to base camp for stand down, ahd,

on 14 Oct, came under OPCON 1/35 Inf, On 16 Oct the remtinder

of 2-502 was extracted from the A0 for stand down. This comnleted
Phase I of Operation Wheeler for the 2-502,

(2) Phase II: 20 Oct - L Nov 67, £/2-502 was re-
turned to 2-502 control and continued working in assiened A0,
Action for the next fifteen days was generally limited ta sniver
fire, On 1 Nov 67 an airmobile raid was condvctéd in the viein~"
ity of BT245165 by €/2~502, the LRRP Plt, and the Recondos/2-502, - -
5 .- A3 n B
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Rerort
Operation Wheeler (U) ‘ '

2L Nov 1967

The LRRP's and Recondos were ermmloved as blocking forces and C/
2-502 was the driving force,  Following the raid, the TRRP!s were
extracted to the CP 1/35 Inf, and C 2-502 and Recondos returned
to the Tac CP 2-502 in prenaration for nlanned enerations in the

southern portion of the A0. These plans were changed in reaction
to current intelligence revorts,

(3) Phase ITI: 5-23 Nov 67. The 2-502 was piven
the mission of blocking in the old AQ of the 1/35 Inf and moved
to occupy the former Tac CP of the 1/35 on 4 Nov, The 4,B, and
Recondo elements of the 2-502 marshalled and were deploved from
the new Tac CP. C Company was lifted from the old Tac CP to an
LZ which was secured by C/1-35 Inf. The same heliconters subser
quently extracted C/1-35 Inf. - 4/2-502 was airlifted to Tac C™
1-327 and moved into its AO from that location, B/2-502 was
lifted into an LZ secured by A/2-502 and moved into its assigmed
AO from that LZ. On 7 Nov C/2-502, which had been designated Bde
IAF, was airlifted from our AC and was released to OTCON 2-327,

b, The battalion continued seareh and destroy over-
ations to.the west with little hostile action, A vsy-iiar effort
was made and proved effective with local VC turning themselves
in and leading our elements to other VC. On 15 Nov, 2-502 was
" directed to reorient to the northeast. B 2-502 was airlifted to
the Tac CP for ground denlovment into its new AQ while Co A and
the Recondos/2-502 began to move by foot to the new AN, C/2-502
was released from OTCON 2-327 and returned to 2-502 control ef-

fective uvon airmobile insertion into an LZ secured by Recondos
2-502 on 161143H Nov 67.

¢, The commanies concducted onerations in their #0ts
with negligible contact. On 18 Nov B/2-502 and the Recrndos reacted
- to intelligence gained from a Hoi Chanh regarding a hosnital in-
stallation in the 2-502 A0. The hosnital was in the rénorted lo-
cation and six enemy wounded were immediately cavtured. Psy-war
and tracker teams were emnloyed and in the next four days six ad-
ditional prisoners were taken. As the Recondos moved to sunnort

the hospital effort; two large caches of erew served weanons and
ammunition were-found,

d, A1l 2-502 companies, the Tac C", and the DS Arty
Battery were extracted from the A0 on 23 Nov and moved to6 Fhan
Rang for stand down and preparation for future overation.

(5)
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Rerort
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e. Significant Actions:

(1) 270050H Sep 67 TAC CP/2-502 Inf'vic BTO742°6
received 15-20 60mm mortar rounds, small arms fire, and grenade
fire. 2VC penetrated inside the nerimeter. Action continved un-
£il O120H, Spooky and punshins were ermloyed, Resnlis: 12 WHA
(minor), 7 WHA (medevac), enery losses unknowrn.

(2) 271620H Sep 67 A/2-502 Inf vic BTOLT243 re-
ceived automatic weapons fire from multivle directions, Initial
distance was approximately 75 meters from front and 170 meters
from flank, Forward elements withdrew under covering fire and a
company vperimeter was formed. As the cormany dug in, incoming
mortar rounds were rencrted, Artillery, Svooky and gunshivs were
employed throughout the night. Air supnort was restricted curing
the early part of the contact due to heavy rain. - Contact continued
through the day of the 28th with incoming sniner, auvtomatic weanons
and mortar fire. Co A was not able to clear the obiective on the
28th. Again a perimeter was established and occunied for the night.
On 29 Sep, the Recondos/2-502 were air assaulted to ominant terrain
and a coordinated assault was launched. The area was swept with’
light resistance. Results: 6NVA KIA (C), 16 rucksacks cantured,

3 KHA, 24 WHA (medevac) (includes 8 WHA from frienclv LZ prep
conducted on 29 Sep)s

(3) O21445H Oct 67 A/2-502 Inf vie BT025239 received
automatic and .50 cal. machine gun fire, At 1920H A/2-502 was
receiving mortar rounds and Soooky was emmloyed, A second mortar
attack came at 1945H. At 031015H A /2-502 received automatic wea-
pons fire. At 031045H A/2-502 linked up with B/2-502, Results:

6 KHA, 17 WHA (medevac), enery results unkown.

(k) 061305 Oct 67 C/2-502 Inf vie BTO16216 engaged
a nlatoon sized NVA unit. The action continued and moved to BTO15215
and 06134L5H. Action resulted in 1 KHA, 11 "THA (medevac); 13 NVA
KIA (C), 1 heavy machine gun barrel, assortes ar~unition, 10 ruck-
sacks, and 8 enemy weapons captured. : _
(5) 0702458 Oct 67 A/2-502 viec BTO34235, ceme under
ground attack. Enemy strength was estimated as an NVA Company (re-
inforced), Hand to hand fighting occured within the nerimeter,
At O70505H contact broke. Four airstrikes were emloyed but no
evaluation of results was made. Spooky and sunshins were emnloved,

(6)
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The company was set up in four mutually supnorting platoon veri-
meters which were consolidated around the company CT under the
force of the attack. Results: 7 KHA, 6 WHA, 18 NVA KI* (C) and
evidence that many others had been dragred away. Cantured were

thirteen enemy indivicual weanons, two rocket 7aunchers, and one
Russian flame thrower,

(6) 2418241 Cct 67 TAC CP/2-502 Inf vie BT239142
received mortar, rocket, and small arms fire. Hardest hit was
the firebase colocated with the TAC CP, Results: 8 Arty “HA, A
KHA, enemy casualties unknown,

(7) O10900H Nov 67 C/2-502, Recondo/2-502, and
LRRP P1t vicinity BT245165 made an airmobile assault againist two
lceal force nlatoons. The raid was controlled by C/2-502, IRRPts
an fecondos were used in blocking nositions, C/2-502 landed on
the dominant terrain and served as the driving force. Resulis:
1 KHA (LRRP's), 1 WHA (medevac), 14 VC KIA (C).

(8) 151530 Nov 67 A/2-502 vie BTO22210 in the
Nui Lon area detained eight VC Hoi Chanhs who resmonded to pPSy-
war broadcasts. Seven of these were determined t~ be memhers of

the local 12 man hamlet squad. This was the battalions first ex—
perience with a large number of Hoi Chans,

(9)  190930H Nov 67 2-502 was alerted by brigade
that a Hoi Chanh was avzilable with information on a hospital in
the 2-502 A0, The Hoi Chanh was nicked up and at 12050 B/2-502
was moved by air to vositions around the susvected hosnital area.
The Recondos began movement to sumnort this cneration. Within
two hours Co B located the hosnital and cantured eight wounded
orisoners. As the fecondos moved they discovered a cave commlex
which housed an ammunition cache. Psy-war sunmort in the form of
ground sneaker teams and airborne sneaker broadcrsts were reouested
and received, Two tracker teams were also emmloved., A detailed
search of the area was directed and resulted in the discovery of
another cache by the Recondos and in more enemy patients crntwred
by Co B. Operations in this area continued for the- next four Aays,
Results: no friendly casualties, 12 enemy cantured; larpge amounts
of small arms, machine gun, recoiless rifle, mortar, and rocket -

- ammunition captured and destroyed, two 7.62mm heavy machine guns,

two 75mm recoiless rifles, one RPG rocket launcher, and assorted
_weanons parts and accessories eantured. The main province hosnital,
complex was destroyed, '

(7)
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12. Results.

a.. The 2nd Bn (Abn), 502 Inf eff accormlished its mis-
sion during Operation “heeler, The enemy sustained signific-nt
losses in personnel, equivment and morale. His base areas were
no longer safe. He lost valuable caches of weanons-and amfmmition

and his main ¥Hsvital cormlex was no longer available to treat his
casualties,

b. PFollowing losses were inflicted on the enemys

(1) KIA (confirmed)

N .
N
o9

(2) KIA (probable) 03
(3) vVCS (captured) 3h
(4) NVA (cantured) b
(5) Crew Served “eanons Cantured L
(6) Indivicdual Weanons Cantured 76
(7) Tons of Rice Mestrnyed 6L
(8) Base Camms Destroyed 2

(9) Hosnital Comnlex 1

c. Friendly losses resulting from combat onerations
were: ,
(1) XHA US__ 32 MF 3 ARUN_ 1
(2) wWHA Us_ 181  MF 1L ARVN 1

(3) Equipment destroyed or lost
(2) 5 PRC~25 Radios
(b) 1 pr. Binoculars
{¢) 1 79 grenade launcher

(@) 1 .45 cal, pistol

(8)
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Rerort

2L Nov 1967
Operation “heeler (U) '

13. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

a. Supply: Inclosure 4 Suoply.

b, Personnel and Administration:

Inclosure 3 Adminis-
traticn,

¢. Medical

(1) Hospitalization. A1l casualties were evacuated
directly to Second Surgical Hospital at Chu Lai, An aid staticen
was established at the TAC CP for treatment of minor injuries,

(2) Medical Statistics:

m A B ¢
{(a) Malaria 13

11 13 10
(b) Hevatitis o 1 1 2
(¢) Neuro Fsychiatric 2 1 2 4
(d) Veneral Cisease 1 0O 0 O
(e) Diarrheal Nisease 9 1 3 6
(f) Irmersion Foot 0 1 1 0
d. Signal. |

v

(1) During the first half of Overation “Theeler,

bad weather in the form of ‘heavy rain degraded radic communica-
tions with brigade.

(2) Sguad radios have been found useful but their
use 'has been curtailed due to lack of batteries, Squad radios

were introduced following the stand down ending 20 October 67.

(3) During Phase II of Operation Wheeler, a radio
relay was established on the TAC CP of the 1/35 Inf,as‘a*hikh-piece
of terrain was between the TAC CP/2-502 and B/2-502. The relay

also was useful in maintaining communication with brigade as the
TAC CP was being established,

(9)
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(L) Three PRC-25 radios for communication by the
attalion commander while airborne were used in the command and
control aircraft, A suitable way of switching and selecting
between aircraft intercom and radios is needed,

14, SPECIAL EQUIPVENT OR TECHNINUES.

a. OSniner Activities: -B/2-502 feund the use of Sniber
weapons, both Winchester Model 70, 30.06, with a 4 nower Weaver
Scope and M-16 with scope, to be very effective, Fffective shots
vere made from 100 to 1400 meters, The unit noticed that enemy

sniner activity decreased when the friendly snirers were onerating
in the area. A

b, Province Reconnaissance Units ("RU teams) were val-
uable to the small units because of their knowledge of the local
populace, They could indicate abnormal amounts of rice and were
useful in making initial evaluation of documents found and assisted
in the initial interrogation of vrisoners and detainees,

¢. Psychological Warfare activities were conducted ef-
fectively in areas where contact had been light. A loadsveaker
team with a tape recording capability was placed on the grownd,
. It broadcasted tapes made by Hoi Chans frem the area of oneration,
Tapes were also prepared for aircraft use but were not used be-
cause of weather., Brigade was able to have leaflets prenared to

appeal to the specific area, The use of these three media pro=
vied thorough coverage.

(10)
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" the valleys to flood -

AVED-C _ _ 2% November 1967
SUBJZCT: Enclosurc 1 (Intellizence) to after ~etioh report oneration
WHEELER (U)

1, Heather: The weather predicted wrior to the operation in-
dicrted that the NE Honsoon Season wos vegining and th-t the
bettalion could expect the heaviest oortion of the monsoon to occur
during the operation, Though the monsoon was relotively mild

during the operation, it did have an oversll sdverse affect on
"friendly operations.

rice paddies to fill
troop movements, On-
rainfall, the rivers

ond made the ground muddy encugh to harper
one -occasion, following-a A48 hour period ‘of
.and streans overflowed their banks, csusing .-

to foot troops for a period of 36 hours following the rainfsll,:
The soil in the highground portions of the AO become-extremely -
ruddy but retuined sufficient stebility for-troops to maneuver,

The 48 hour-period-of ‘rainfall nlso ‘caused a conplete 48 hour hdlt;f'kf. )

in air operations. Two companies of the battalion went without
rations for 24 hours, and artillery -support had to be limited to
contoct missions due to lack of armmo resupply. Other than as men-
tioned above the weather did not seriously affect air operctions,
though it frequently limited air operations especially during the
norning hours, The veather during the overall period of the oper-
ation vas characterized by alternating 2-5 day neriods of fair
skies with scattered clouds and 2-5 day periods of overcast with
frequent rains, The winds preveiled from the Forth and Horthenst _
&t 10-12 knots, No typhoons were experkenced during the operntion,
Fog usually forumed in the velleys at O4LOOH tnd burned off by 1000
hours, Elevations in excess of 400 meters were occasionally en-
veloped in thick fog during overcast days.

2. Terrain:
cultivated valleys and rolling coastal mount ins., The mountains
aver~ged 300 neters elevation with the highest single pezk at 592
neters, The high Pround varied from heavily populated in the South
to sporsely populated in the Forth =nd Vest, Though many of the
high nountains vere steep ond extremely difficult to maneuver on,
none were impassable., Vegetation varied from dense mountsin junzle
vith double canopy to open rice paddies. All rivers and streans
were forduble except for 2-5 day oeriods following henvy rzinfall,
Fording locations on the Song Chang (some river: KHANG or BONG HMIEU)
had to be czrefully selected but vere ‘gener2lly plentiful,

3., Order of Buttle

4, Prior to the operation

, the following forces vere be-
lieved tc be in the AO: '

(1) ®oin Force Units: 2d HVA Div Hqs (Forwsrd and’
Main), 1st VC Regt, 2nd 21st NVA Regt. The 3rd NVA Regt wos plotted.
outside the A0 (Horth) but within the beottsliods areas of influence -
and interest, The 2d Division was reported to be recently mein-
forced with replacements ond weapons from Horth Vietnam. Harines
operating Horth of the A0 had reported heuvy contacts with well.
arned znd extremely aggressive elenents of the 1st VC Regt. |

(11) | |

The terrain within the AO consisted of extensively

extensively and creaténg an.unfordable obstocle - =




AVBD-C ’ o

. . 2/, November 1967
(Intelligence) to after actf~n report operation
w

(2) Locel Force Units: The 724 VCLF B:ttilion operated
under the Quong Man (Quang Tin) VC Province HQs; though it had been
plotied recently in the A0, just prior to the cperztion it was be-
lieved tc have noved Exst out of the bottalion ares of interest.
Three similizr VCLF distriet companies hzbituslly opernted in the
AQ, but generzlly were not plotted in the battalion nren of in-
fluence: V-13, Tien Fhuoc; V-14, T:im Ky; V-12, Que Son, All villaoges
and hamlets in the 2rea were believed to huve orgonic platcons and
squads, respectively. Though the locnl force comwinies were armed
fairly well, they vere believed poorly trained,

b, During the operation the following eneny elenents vere
contzcted:

SUBJECT: Tnclog e 1

WHEELA A1)

(1) Main Force VC/WVA A
(a) Contacts: 151117 Sep-C Co 2t BT110286 recieved

heavy AW ond A4 fire while attenpting to air assault = hilltop,
Ordnance identified were 30czl. G, 12,7mm MG, and unknown size
cir burst AL rounds. A later sweep of the arca revenled doughnut .
shaped AA positions supported by individual defense fox holes,
Though several aireraft recieved hits, there were no friendly or
known eneny casuclties,
190750H Sep-Mike Force at BT022211 recicved heavy SA and AY
fire, The enemy maneuvered so he could pl-ce effective fire on the
element fron three sides, Despite several air strikes, gunship
rmissions and countinuous artillery fire, the enemy continued to
deliver effcctive fire from dug in positions until the iike Foree
disengaged ot 1730 hours, The enerny wes later identified as the 60th
Bn, 1st VO Regt. Results: 2 MF KHi, 13 MF WHA, 3 US WHA, 5 VC/HVA
KIA,
2716200 Sep ~ A Co at BT047243 recieved = heavy volume of AW
fire. The enemy force maneuvered so as to deliver fire on the ele-
nent from three sides, Effective 60vm mortsr, 82mm mortar, and RPG
rocket fire was also placed on the element. Contcoet was broken ot
1900 vhen A Co withdrew to a night positi®n. - The eneny was in
heavily bunkered defensive positions on hizh ground, Results: 2 US

KH4, 3 US WHA, 2 NVA KIA, captured 1 SKS corbine, (Eneny unit un-
identified).

281100H Sep~ & Co ard B Co at BTOA6245 and BT053268, respectively,

recieved heavy SA and AW fire., The enemy was in heavily fortified
positions with overhead cover, Though both friendly units advanced
during the day, the enery utilized the dominatihg terrain to his
sdventage, Severzl air strikes failed to drive hin from his bunk-
ered positions. His defenses were in depth and he unve a winimal
anount of ground during the 4zy. Helicopter gonships were unnble
to operate in the arez beczuse of the intense AW and &4 fire. _
Air Force fighter airecrzft recieved 4A fire while on their bomb runs.
4)1 of the enery positions were connected by comnication vire,
and the bunkers were rmutuzlly supoorting, The enery fired / rounds of
82mm nortor fire during the late afternoon znd broke contuct aficr
dark, Docwrents indic-ted the enery unit wos the 11th Bn, 21st NVA
Regt, The AL fire w:s from the 44 Co of the Regt's heavy weapons
buttalion, Results: 1 US KHA, 92 US WHA, 6 NEA KIA, captured
16 NVA rucksocks,

290830H Sep - C Co at BTO34213 engaged at least two campanies
of the 40th Bn, 1st VC Regt. The enemy w.s dug in well, but was
oriented towsrds the South znd West, Co C attacked from the North
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and assaulted throush most of the nositions. The enemy defense was
well bunkered znd in cepth, but desizned to delay rather than to
defend for 2 long period of tine, All positions vere connceted wih
cormmunieation wire, Documents captured indicated the enemy element
had = mission two weeks prior to defend the ares to the last man,
but a more recent mission was to delay with one company and a 60mm
rortar, Results: 2 US KHi, 6 US wHA, 16 VC/NVA KIA, coptured 1RPD
riachinegun, 1RPG

rccket launcher, 2 AK 47 automotic rifles, 1 60mnm
morter bipod and baseplate,

291630H Sep ~ A4 Co at BTO46242 engaged elewents of the 11th

Bn, 21st NVA Regt. The eneny wis well bunksred in mutundly
supporting defense -~ositions with cverhes: cuver, One tunnel come
plex comnecting a CP at the bottom of a hill and an OP at the top
of = hill was 100 neters long and completely lined with tile. All
positions were connected with com:unicstion wire to inelunde ncsitions
thiy wwere zercss the river from each o‘her, The enemy broke contact
and vucated his positions :fter dark., Results: 4 NVA KIA, coptured
1 RPG rocket launcher, 1 aK{7 nutomntic rifle, 2001bs rice, 200
1bs marijuana, 5 tons of vnolished rice (destroyed).
301300H Sep - ARVN Reconnnissnce Company at AT985250 engaged
en NVA platoon moving Exst along a rice paddy. Results: 1 ARVN KHA,
13 VA KIA, captured 3 AKA7 automotic rifles, 2 M-1 ecxorbines,
021100H Oct- 4 Co =nd B
reeieved hezvy SA and AW fire, & Co recicved MG (50631 or.12,7mm)
firé, B-Co'spotted 6 NVi across the river _.ssembling a HMG (50cal
or 12,7mm), The enemy was dug in on the west bank of the river,
Alr force fighter aireraft received AW and A fire on every bomb
run,. & Co received 82mm mortar fire at 1930 hours, Results 7 US
KHA, 27 US WHA, 8 HVA KIA captured 1 AKLT nutomotic rifle,

- 061300H Oct -~ C Co at BTO16216 =nd BT015215 engzzed the 11th
Bn, 21st NVA Regt., and the Regt 44 Co, The enery wns in the nrocess
of 2izzing in when Co C attacked, A1l of the NVA were vearing
heavy camoflauge., All of the defensive positions were commected
with commnientions vire, Results: 1 US KHA, 11 US WHA,13 NVA KIA,
captured 5 AKA7 autbmatic rifles, 1RPD wmachinegun, 1 RPG rocket
launcher, 1 K44 corbine, 1 12.7mm HMG barrel, 200rds HMG armo,

19 rucks:icks,

070245H Oct~ A Co at BT034235 was atticked by the 224 Bn,
21st HVA Regt. The enemy moved by stealth to the ncrinet:r =nd
assaulted at two points, During the attack the eneny shouted US
words such 2s "medic" and “strike force", At one point he thought
he hod gained initial success and displaced his aid station tc his
forwvard forces. He wns not premared for a defense in depth, however
and wes soon vepulseds Results: 7 US KHA, 6 USWHA, 18 NVA KIA, cop-

tured 1 Russion flonethrower, 1 RPD machinegun, 2RPG rocket lnunchers,
12 AK47 autorntie rifles,

(b) Of the ten conﬁacts listed
fought completely on the eneny's terms. H

gage or avoid, He decided to engage and maintain the prerogative

to centinue the contact or disengage at a ti.e of his choice.; The

other tihree conticts were US initi-thed and were characterized by
.. . ) J .. LI - )
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surprise in all three cases,

The enermy w:s slways aggressive and
fought hard,

He w-s well irrmed and seemed vell trained., Documents
indic ted he hud been recently reinforced by NVA personnel, :rms,
and cquipment, During the initinl contact he exhibited a high
degree of professiocnalism and a will to fizht, Subsequent docu-
nents a:d POW interrogotions revealed th:t his morale became low
due to the large anount of cosuslities suffered and poor living
conditions, Air strikes ond artillery had hurt him badly, and his
casualty rates were higher thin those reflcetsd by US body counts.
His wezpens were new -nd in jood ccndition (of special not is the
flomethrower cuiptured on 7 Oct; documents indicated two morc were
present 2t the battle). Ammunition seemed olentiful, though no
lorge caches of RPG, RPD, AKA7, or SKS ammunition were found.

He mide cxcellant use of the terrzin and awailable supporting wenpons,
His defensive positions were effective ngainst both ground and air
fire. His tactics were conventional rather than guerrilla,

(c) Traits of NVA units (derived from contacts, do-
cunents, and interrogations).

(1) tovement: In order to move =s cland-
estinely =2s possible, NVA units prefer to move during pericds of
linited visibility, =~ The favorite periods are 0400-0700 hours
md 17002100 hours as these are the hours where the least number
of aireraft is flying, They will use open areas to move when necessary -
but srefer to use trails concenled by the canopy from aerial ob-
servotion, Normal order of »aarch is civilian guides - advance squad-
advance cempany - second company - battslion headqusrters - trail
company (approximstely 130 mzters interval).

(2) Bivourc: The battalion is usurlly the
snzllest size element to bivouac alone, Populated areas are normally
used unless o base comp is rexdily available., The battzlion head-
quarters usuclly cccupies the center of the bivouae site, ond the
comprnies oceupy the periseter., lHoveient to and from the bivouae
is during the hours of darkness, or twilight,

(3) ALttack: The favorite attick time is betwsen
the hours of 2400 and 0300, preferably zs close to 0200 s nossible,
Late afterncon and enrly evening contzets are also desirable, as
US units hesitate to advance after dark and usuzlly will brenk
contact to establish o night perimeter., This allows the HV. to police
not only their own battlefield, but the US battleficld as well.

The 21st NVA Regt consistently uses its 224 Bn to attack., The other
two Bns are given missions to block likely routes of reinfercement,
carry umrunition and wounded, cr support the ottack by fire =ond man~
euver s approprizte, Frequently, the NVA will dig sraves alon:

the route of attack; thus, they can bury their dead 2s they withdrow,
Inglish words and phrases are taught to the troops on 2 regular

basis. The intent is to use English to confuse US troops during
the attack,
AYirvire Traeed Woe NVTA

(4) Defense: Bunkers with overhesd cover arq

1mMI+t e 1wthar ArndiintFines v 2487 S Tmverda 2 AP amae
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constructed as protecticn frem artillery and -ir strikes. The
bunkers will be mutuzlly supporting, oriented down hill, and =re
connected by wire comaunicitions whenever possibles

(5) Locsl Populations The unquestioning and
complete support of the local popul:tion is expected., The NVA
completely rely on the local population for all intelligance and
lozistics. Frequently, old men, women, and children are sent to
wander near US units and then report their locztions snd strenghbhs,

They are also habitually used to precede NVA units a2s guides and
scouts during movenment,

(2) Local Force: Throughout the operation local
force units avoided friendly elements. The enemy's activities were
generally individual sniping, harrussing, and deloying, with 2 few
smller than squad size activities., During the initial vhases
of the operation the loecal VC hid in the mountains by day, thouzh
many returned to their homes after derk and denarted azein prior
to sunrise. In the southern portion of the AO near TIEN PHUOC, the
local guerrillas vere very nggresive. Movement of friendly
elements wss hompered by numérous ingtances of sniper and harrassing
fire, The loc:zl guerrillss were well :rmed and did not operate
in larger than squad force. The VC infrastructure wis extensive
and extremely well orgsnized, Every individurl belonzed to ot least
one of the various VC crgnnizations, Most 21l of the villinges
were fortified with bunkers, trenches, and tunnel complexes,

Beoby traps and mines were used frequently =nl caused several US
c.sualties, Punji stokes were ssen oceasionally but caused no US
casuzlties, During the initinl stizes of the operation, the effects
of VC propagands w re amply evident, 411 loeal Vietnamese, to in-
clude those not within the wilitory aze tracket, were given the
rission of guthering infor:ation on US units, Even a seventy-year -
old women vho appeared to be shelling beans in front of her house
adnitted she wis counting the troops as they walked by, However,
during the latter stoges of the operation, families begon offering
inform=tion to US troops and requesting evacuation as refugees,

The disruption of VC cadre and guerrillas became evident tow rds

the end of the operstion., Numerous interrogotions indlicoted tint
the extensive US operctions hnd eliminated over three fowrths of

the cudre 2nd guerrillss in several homlets, Over nalf of the VG

in Phuoc Ha (V) Ticn Phuoe (D) had either been killed, captured,

or hal Chu Hoi'ed, However, when the VC realized they were losing
control they collected most of the local weapons; thus, few of the
hoi Charhs had veapons, Interrogations revealed that the major reason
for the change in attitude of the nopulaticn was that the US troops .-
had been operating in the irea for over two wonths, ~nd the NVA

had not returned since the initinl contacts, :

(3) Quang Nem (Quang|Tin) VC Province Hospitol was
raided on 18 Mov, The location of the comrlex was ziven to US troops
by o Hoi Chanh who had worked there'as n cook. The complex con-
sisted of 10 hootchss: 1 operating rocm, 1 mess hall, 4 wards

and 4 staff/codre hootches., The wirds were 20'XA0' and capable;
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SUBJECT: Enclosure 1 {Intelligence)—toarter 5ation report operation
e = o WHESLER—(UT

of holding 20 patients ezchy The operating room was 15%X30! ang
contzined an op.rating table and & treatment table, The inside

of the ofer:ting hootech w-.s lined with white cloth apparently

e reflect light sand assist sznitation, Interrosation revenled

that the population of the hospitol wnsg “pproxinstely 100, consiste
ing of 60 patients, 20 staff, and 20 cadre, Twelve prtients were
captured: 6 Main Force VC/NVA and 6 Loczl Force VC. HNumerous
documents snd medieal supplies were also capturegd (see,parp 5 below),

The hospitol was identified .s GK-140 and wzs the main VO hospitol
in Quang Tin Province, ,

4o Killed And Captured Statistiecs
a. Body Count

52 NV
176 Vo
228 Total

be. Detainees

4 WVA
34 VG
26 Civil Defendonts
65 Innocent Civilinns
129 Total _
8 Of tot=1l wore Hoi Chanhs

Ce Weapons (*denotes cache)

2 75mm Chicon Recoilless Rifle#

2 7,62m Soviet Heavy Mzchinegun
1 Soviet Flame Throver

7 40mm RP@ Chicom Rocket Launcher
5 7.62 RPG Chicon Machinesun
27 7.62mm AK47 Assault Rifle

2 7,62rm SKS Rifle

1 45¢21, Thonmpson Sub-Machinegun
1 30csl, Browning Automotic Rifle
9 7.62m K-44, Soviet Carbine -
1 45c2l, Prench Sub-Machinegun
10 30czl. M-1 Carbine

1 Mauser

1 MAS 36

4 Law

5 30cal., M-1 Rifle
1 K-50 Chicom Sub-Machinegun
80 Total

{472%




AVBD-G

) 7 2/, November 1967
SUBJEGT: Enclosure 1 (Intelligence) to after rction report overation
WHEELER (U) :

d. Equipnment

48 rucks:icks
Assorted webbing (
60 1bs of clothing
4 tronsistor radios

8 gas masks

10 NVA helaets

1T metal animal trop

4 machine gun barrels (2-12,7mm Chicom, 1-7.62mm

US M-60, 1-7.62mm Sovict HMG)

armo pouches, belts, canteens, poncho's)

2 82mn mertar bipods
2 82mm mortor base plites
2 82mm mortor sights
10 RPD zimo drums

2 82mm merter nizht lights
45 AK 47 magazincs

12 chicom grenzde fuzes

1 MG carrizge with wicels
1 MG operating spring

¢, Miscellzneous

o 62 Téns Rice
200 1bs, Spice
2001bs Morijuana

f. Mediezl Supplies

50 Bottles of Penicillin
L-5# boxes gouze
20 syringes
25 packs of novocaine
Surgiczl instru._ents
10 bottles of tablets (type unknown)
25 bottles (vitanin-B&C)
25 prirs of pajanas
5 ¢allons distilled witer
50 shcets
50 thermonsters
2 stathoscope
15 bottles quinine
100 1bs of medienl documents

Ze Ammuriition

Rds Type
6 75rm RR |
7 57mm RR |
58 82mm Mortar

|
(17) -
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Rds Type
120 60:m Mortar
8 &2mn RPG
900 50cal. MG
53 Chicom Grenadesg
3 M-26 Grenades
7 M-79 Grenades
100 AK-47
2550 omm
150 45¢2],
1150 7.62mn
250 30czl.,
450 30cal, carbine
1610 Assorted 8A

1701bs. Explosives
h, Documents

2nd, NVL Div,

40th Bn, 1=t VC Regt,

11th Bn, 21st HVA Regt.

22nd Bn, 21st NVA Regt,

GK-140 Province Hospiitol

¥-12 VGLF Co, :

V-13 VCLF Co,

V-14 VCLF Co,

Unit 107, Tien Phuoe ¥C Dist, HQ.
Unit 109, Tan Ky VC Dist HQ.

5. Bvaluation of Intelligance Scources

a. Red Haze ppovided significant loeations on several

occasions, Recommend that Red Haze be used more frequently and
consistently,

b. People Sniffer, slmost without exception, provided ex-
cellent intelligence ezch time it wos used., It should be con—
tinu:lly emphasized, however, that the wission cormander, for
obvious safety reasons, must maintzin redio contact with the unit
in whose AD he is working,

cs The FRU teams 4i an outstanding job., If PRU :re not
available for future operations, additionnl efforts should be used
to obtain o similar substitute (Hational Police, Hoi Chanhs from
the loenl cren, ARVH interrogators at rifle company level, etc),
PRU interrogations ranked second only to US contacts for relisble,
essential intelligence,

(18



—"

AVBD-C

»

21, HNovomber 1967
SUSICT:  Enclosure 1 (Intelligence) to after action report operaticn
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de.

The sufficient number of intersreters during the
operation wrs of jsreat assistonce., If the ;round commender cannot
corrmnicate with the local populuce, he is only partially effective.
Sufficient interprcters (at loast five per Bm. ) should be o cone
tinuing item of emphasis,

€. Fort Benning-type photo maps are not available, A11
unit comaanders have indieated o nced for this item, Highly re-
cormend that this item be mnde o priority subject for carmmand en ¥isis,

(&5

(19)
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SUBJECT:

Inclosure 2 (Smzll unit operations) to Combat Oper-
otion After Action Report, Operntion WHEELER (U) :

121305 H Sep 67 €/2-502 Inf vie BT 089225 found 1 KIA (C)
in bunker, killed by air strike,

121325 H Seo 67 C/2-502 Inf viec BT 081221 engaged 1 VO rew
sulting in 1 KIA (C).

121400 H Sep 67 C/2-502 Inf vic BT 081221 engnged 1 VC ree
sulting in 1 KIA (C),

121630 H Sep €/2-502 Inf vic BT 090223 apnrehended 2 de-
tainees,

121645 H Sep 67 MF/2~502 Inf vie BT 093230 apprehended 6
detainees,

131200 H Sep 67 MF/2-502 Ing vic BT 088224 apprehended 5
detainees, A

131420 H Sep 67 C/2-502 Inf vic BT 095225 anprehedded 1
detainee,

141107 H Sep 67 MF/2-502 Inf vic BT 095230 apprehended 4
detainees, ’

141142 H Sep 67 Ren/2-502 Inf vic BT 073017 apprehended 1
detninee w/handgrennde on LBE, sn

211 arms ammo, NVA documents,
miscetlaneous papers.

150940 X Sep 67 4/2-502 Inf vie BT 069231 apprehended 1
male appronimately 20 years old; results: I detaines. .

172900 H Sep 67 MF/2-502 Inf vie BT 099215 received small
arms fire resulting in 1 WHA (medevae).

171510 H Sep 67 G/2-502 Inf vic BT 114249 engnged 1 VG Te~
sulting in 1 KIa (C),

180820 H Sep 67 C&C Ship/2-502 Inf vic BT 095225 received
ground fire resulting in 1 UH-1D dameged (minor).

190600 H Sep 67 4/2~502 vic BT 099268 engnsed 3 NVA results
1 Mosin-Nagent, '

200810 H Sep 67 B/2-502 viec BE 065263 Sniper enziged 1 VC
results: 1 KIA (C), 4 VC attempted to recover body called in ar-
tillery and sniper fire resulting in an additionil 2 KIA (Cc).

200920 H Sep 67 MF/2-502 vic BT 026243 enmized esbimated
NVA Flatoon with artillery ond sunships resulting in 2 KIA (C),

210200 H Sep 67 B/2-502 vic BT 065263 found one VG KIA (c)
by sniper fire on 200810 H Sep 67,

210930 H Sep 67 Ren/2-502 vie BT 020223 enznged 2 VG results
were 2 KIA (C).

211020 H Sep 67 C/2-502 vie BT 117267 enzgaged 1 VO results were
1 XI& (C).

211230 H Sep 67 Ren/2-502 vic BT 025225 apprefiended 1 de-
tzinee,

211305 B Sep 67 B/2-502 vic BE 073286 cnzaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 KIA,

(20)
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SUBJ5CT: Inclosure 2 (Small unit operations) to Combat Operation
After iction Report, Operntion WHZELER (U)

211330 H Sep 67 MF/2-502 vie BT 077234 apprehended 4 de-
tainees,

211520 H Sep 67 TAC CP/2-502 vic BT 086207 engzzed 20 VO with
artillery resulting in 1 KI& (C)

221245 H Sep 67 A/2~502 vic BT 103291 apprehended 1 de-
tainee, '
221250 H Sep 67 MF/2-502 vic BT 1077240 engaged 1 VO in
tunnel resulting in 1 VG KIA (C), found and destroyed 2 tong of
rice and apprehended 3 detainees,
221445 B Sep 67 4/2~502 vic 3% 100290 found smnd destroyed
2 tons of rice in a hut in a Bn, size AA position,
221550 H Sep 67 Ren/2-502 vice BT 039234 engaged 4 VC resulting
in 1 XIA (CY, 1 RPD cavtured,
231310 H Sep Ren/2-502 vic BT 039234 aporehended 1 detainee,
231610 H Sep A/2-502 vie BT 102270 a

prrehended 1 detainee,
240800 H Sep 67 Ren/2-502 vic BT 043224 apvrehended 1 de-
tainee,

241000 H Sep 67 Bf2~502 vic BT 087286 enz=zed one enemy
resulting in 1 KIA,(C)

251030 H Sep 67 C/2-502 vic BT 125272 engazed 2 enemy re-
sulting in 2 VG XKIA (C)y 1 detainee, SA armo captured,

251030 H Sep 67 B/2-502 viec BT 089296 engnged 1 enemy re-
sulting in 1 VC XIA (C),

251630 H Sep 67 A/2-502 apprehended 1 det-inee BT 088248,

252130 H Sep 67 Ren/2-502 vic BT 040235 captured 1 detainee
vith docunents,

260935 H Sep 67 MP/2-502 vic BT 064204, =pprehended 1 detainee.

261020 H Sep 67 Ren/2-502 vic BT 039231 individual set off
M-14 mine resulting in 1 WHA (medevac). '

261230 H Sep 67 B/2-502 vic BT 086295 engoged 3 eneny with
small arms oand@ rtillery resulting in 3 VC KIA (c).

261500 H Sep 67 A4/2-502 vic BT 055345
we.pon resulting in 1 carbine and rucks~ck

261530 E Sep 67 B/2-502 vic BT 060290
in 1 VC KIA (C).

271010 H Sep 67 C/2-502 vic BT 094238
‘tons of rice,

R71125 H Sep 67 B/2-502 vic BT 069272
ing in 1 cxrbine e ptured,

&

271302 H Sep 67 $/2-502 vic BT 093257 received AW&SW fire re-
sulting in 1 WHA (medevae).

271405 H Sep 67 B/2-502 vic BT 065269 engiged 2
ing in 1 VC KIA (C), and 1 Mauser captured,

engaged 1 enemy with
with documents cantured,
engaged 1 enemy resulting
found ang destroyed 2

engnged 1 enemy result-

eneny result-

(ml
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SUBJECT: Inclosure 2 (Small unit opera

ations) to Combat Operation
After Aétion Report, Oper=tion WHEELER (1)

280855 H Sep 67 IMF/2-502 BT 057213 found 1 SKS,
280933 H Sep 67 #/2-502 BT 046243 found 1 NVA KIA (C); 1 sks
from cction at 272040~ 271645 Sep 67,
. 281000 H Sep 67 B/2-502 BT 059267 eng>
watcher resulting in 1 VC XIA (C),

281140 H Sep 67 C/2-502 BT 042223 enz>ged 1 enemy resulting
in 1 VC XIA (C), and found and destroyed 2 tons of rice,
281150 H Sep 67 A/2~

502 BT 046245 received AW fire resulting
in 1 KIA, 4 VHA (medevee)
291138 H Sep 67 B/2-502 BT 346263 engaged 1 enemy resulting
in 1VC KIA (C), ’

010810 H Oct 67 MF/2-502 BT 072242
011220 i Oct 67 TAC CP/2-
15 tons of rice,

020730 H Oct 67 B/2-502 BT 026251 found 2 ene

ged 1 enemy trail

apprehended 3 detainees,
502 BT 028219 found and destroyed

my killed by
artillery resulting in 2 WVA KIA (C). :
020940 H Oct 67 B/2-502 BT 028288 engaged 1 enemy with sniper
resulting in 1 HVA XIA (c).

021345 H Oct 67 C
in 1 VC KIA (C).
030115 H Oct 67 C/2-
in 1 VC K14 (C), :
050710 H Oct 67 B/2-502 BT 024246 found 2 graves containing
2 NV& KIA (C), ruchsacks, urmo, and documents.
051345 H Oct 67 FAC/2-502 BT 029257 enzn
force with TAC air resulting in 3 VG Klo (c).

/2-502 BT 022223 engaged 1 enery resulting

502 BT 020225 engazed 1 enemy resulting

051348 H Oct 67 Ren/2-502 BT 097228 found = Zrove containe
inz 1 VC KIA (G).

051645 H Oct 67 C.2-502 BT engaged 2 enemy resulting in 2
VC KIa (C).

080945 H Oct 67 Ren/2-502 BT 093233

091735 H Oct 67 C/2-502
resulting in 1 VC KIA (C), :

102655 H Oct C/2-502 BT 015219 enzezed 1 enemy with ruchszeck
in zmbush resulting in 1 WVA KIA (c).

111111 H Get 67 B/2-502 BT 028239 engzged 1 enecny resulting
in 1 VC KI4 (C).

220730 H Oct 67 C/2-502

apprenended 3 detsinces,
BT 012220 engzged 1 VC with sm2ll arms

BT 231160 received sniper fire and

ire. C.lled in wortar fire mnd monuevered resuliing in 1 WHA

wedevac), 2 VC KIA (C), nlso found and testroyed 2 tons of rice,
221140 1 Oct B/2-502 BT 203143 found and destroyed smll

wge conpy feund znd extracted nediesl supnly cache,

o
2212L5 1 Oct 67 B/2-502 Bt 203143 received sniner fire resvlt-
ing in 1 YHA (nedevac).

231007 H Oct 67 4/2-502 BT 182163 received AW fire result—
ing in 1 WHA (winor), 2WHA (nodevic),

W £

»
J
&

o
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T

ged unknown size eneny
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SUBJCT:  Inclosure 2 (Smell unit operaticns) to Combst Operstion
After iction Revort, Operation WHZELGR (U).

231131 H Oct 67 C/2-502 BT22116/ found =nd destroyed 1 tén
of rice,

231165 H Oct 67 C/2-502 BT 226165 Ffound and Jdestroyed 900

1bs rice =34 khoki uniforms

231240 H Oct 67 Ren/2-502 BT 256126 engnged 1 enemy trail
vatcher in o tree, Surrounded, he would not surrender which re-
sulted in ¥ VC KIA (C).

241005 H Oct 67 Ren/2-502 BT 244122 received SA fire re-
suliing in 2 VHA (medevac),

241020 H Oct 67 C/2-502 BT 213158 found =nd 4

lestroged 400
1bs of rice, .

241345 H Oct 67 C/2-502 BT 212166 found and destroyed ¥ ton
of rice, ~

250850 1 Oct 67 Utility/2-502 BT 198160 received fire result-
ing in minor denzge to the airdraft ond 1 WHA (medev&c).

250920 H Oct 67 B/2-502 BT 198160 received sniper fire re-
sultinz in 2 WHA ( edevac)

251105 d Oct 67 C/2-502 BT 207167 eng~ied # 8nemy resulting
in 1 VC KI& (C) also coptured miscellaneous docunents,

251230 H Oct 67 4/2-502 BT 192165 found large tunnel come
plex containing 1 ¥-2 corbine and also aprrehended 1 detainee.

251340 H Oct 67 B/2-502 BT 196158 engaged 6 eneny resulting
in 1 ¥C KIA (C),

251610 H Oct 67 B/2-502 BT212160 engeged 1 enemy resulting
in 1 VC KIi (C), ‘

251610 H Oct 67 4/2.502 BT 195172 engaged 1 enery resuliting
in 2 VC KIA (C); 1 weapon captured (tyne unknown) ani 1 detainee
apprehended,

251730 E Oct 67 B/2-502 BT 197153 engased 1 enermy
in 1 VC KI4 (C). '

260830 H Oct 67 C/2-502 BT 205175 received &W and
resulting in 1 WHA (medevac).

263025 H Oct 67 C/2-502 BT 112208 enzagzed 1 enery result-
ing in 1 VC KIA (C).

261100 H Oct 67 B/2-502 BT 202166 engazed 2 enemy resulting
in 1 VC KIA (C). -

261115 H Oct 67 C/2-502 BT 205175 found and destroyed ¥ ton
of rice, '
261130 H Oct 67 Ren/2-502 BT 235114 found and destreyed %4 ton
of rice, : ;

261210 # Oct 67 C&C/2-502 BT 215172 received 8A fire
the enemy with the result of 1 VG KIA (c).

281220 H Oct 67 C&C/2-502 BT 1@5163 received hit from
with the result of winor damaged UH-1D,

*

resulting

SA fire

s engaped

Al Pire
;

|
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SUBJECT: Inclosure 2 (Smell unit operations) to Combst Operz.tion
2fter iction Report, Operstion WHEELZR (v) -

281340 H Oct 67 €/20502 BT 202176 found =nd Gestroyed 1
ton of rice,
281620 H Oct 67 Ren/2-502 BT 232118 observed 1 VC in hut

end :vtenpted to copture him but he fled south, Engazerent resulted
in 1 detedince,

021240 H Nov 67 C/2-502 BT 241103 engaged 1 VC resulting in
1VC KIA (C). .

061505 H Wov 67 C/2-502 BT 115226 engaged 1 VG resulting in
1 VC XIa (C).

061730 H Nov 67 C/2-502 BT 095224 engaged 2 VC resulting
in 2 VC KIA (C),

091155 H Nov 67 B/2-502 BT 042204 apprehended 2 detoinees,

091620 H Nov 67 B/2-502 BT 632202 found and destroyed 10
tons of unpolished rice.

101230 H Nov 67 B/2-502 BT 032202 received AW and SA Tire
fron approximately 10 VC, ca

11led in artillery, engsged with the

results of 1 KHi, 1WHA (mejevac), 3 VG KIA (C), 2 Thompson Sub-
Mzchinezun captured,

1018358 Hov 67 B/2-502 BT 025205 ambushed 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC KIA (C), coptured medical supplies and other unidentifiable
itens,

101833 H Hov 67 C/2-502 AT 983272 found 1 15AMP amplifier
and nount; also found 30 feet electriczl cord,

101945 1 Nov 67 B/2-502 BT 025205 Ambushed 1 VG resulting in
1 VC KI1A (C).

110505 # Nov 67 A/2-502 BT 027214 ambushed 1 VC resulting in
1 VC XIA (C).

111130 H Nov 67 A/2-502 BT 025210 detained 3 VC, 1 VC led unit
to loe:tion where weapons were hicden; Results: 3 VG, 1 M-1 rifle
and boyonet eaptured,

121230 B Hov 67 4/2-502 BT 020213 engozg

zed 3 VC resulting in

2 VOcoptured, apd 1 VO KIA.

121300 H K v 67 4/2-502 BT 051206 detoined 1 V0, results;
1 VC captured,

121325 H Nov 67 B/2-502 BT 034204 found and destroyed 14
tons of rice,

121825 H Hov 67 B/2-502 BT 028203 engzged on VC POW attenptiing
to escape; result 1 VC KIA (C) '

130825 H Nov 67 Ren/2-502 BT 050204 enzaged 1 VC resulting
in 1 VC XIA (C), '

131040 H Nov 67 Ren/2-502 BT063199 enzaged 1 VC resulting in
1 VC K1a (C).

131330 H Nov 67 Ren/28502 BT063199 ezptured 1 VO,

(24)
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SUBJECT: Inclosure 2 (Small unit oper
Operations After Action Yeprt - Onera

2L Nov 1967
ations) to Combat
tion “heeler (U)

1412450 Nov &7 B/2-502 Inf vic BT995214 engaged and nicked up
4VC resulting in 1 VC KI4 (C) and 3 vCs cavtured.

151300-1500H Nov 67 Af2-

1509404 Nov 67 Ren/2-502
lbs. of rice. ,

1814450 Nov 67 A/2-502 vie BT090223 found and destroyed 1.5
tons unpolished rice, '

1815300 Nov 67 £/2-
unploished rice.

181540H Nov &7 A/2-502 BT082220 apnrehended 2 detainess,

181603H Nov 67 Ren/2-502 vie BT116245 found and destroyed
ammunition cache consisting of the following: 5 Chicom,grenades;
30 60mm mortar rds; 10 81mm mortar rds: 4 82mm mertar rds; 5 57PR
rds; 1701bs explosives; 7 ¥-79 rds; 900 .50 cal, rds; 300rds misc,
small arms am10; 1 mortar base rlate; 3 22mm mortar fuzes: Follow-
ing items extracted: 1 ¥-60 MG barrel and 1 Hvy MG barrel(7, 62mm)-

191056H Nov 47 A/2-502 BT095216 engaged 2VC running from hut,
resulting in 2 VC KIA (C), 1 ¥-26 grenade CIA, '

191130H Nov 67 A/2-502 BT094225 found anA destroyed 2 tons
ummolished rice,

1911450 Nov 67 Ren/2-502 vie.

502 Inf vic BT022210 received 8 Hol-Chans
vie BT069218 found and destroyed 1,0m

502 BT091224 found and destroyed 1,5 tons

BTO94225 found weanons and ammo
cache consisting of the following: 2 Hvy YG's; 2 75mm RR: 1 g -
rocket, launcher; 2 ¥.72 LAWtss eoninment for 82mm mortars 2 sights,
1 tripod, 2 night lights, 1 basenlate, an 8 82m mortar rds; 12
rds 60mm mortar ammo; 8 rds B-40; 1 MG cArriage w/wheels: misc
tools; 5 Chicom.fuzes; LOO 7,62 small arms rounds,

191200H Nov 67 A/2-502 BT0O87226 found and destroyed 1,5 tons
unpolished rice,

191800H Nov 67 B/2-502 BT123252 found 1 wnn: ¥-1 carbine,

191815H Nov 67 A/2-502 BT107272 found and destroved 5 tons
unpolished rice,

200730H Nov 67 B/2-502 BT 120251 cantured 5 wor
sults 3 NVAC and 2 VCC.

2108450 Nov 67 Ren/2-502 BT105240 engaged 2 VC, 1 w/rucksack,
resulting in 1VC KIA (C), misc Cocuments CIA.

211015H Nov 67 Ren/2-502 BT105240 found 2 rucksacks c
mise medical supnlies, 1 US compass, office sumnlies,

mded enemy: re-

ontaining

(25)




AUBD-C 2/, November $967-
SUBJECT:  Inclosure 3 (4dministration) toCombat Operation
Report, Operation WHERLIR (1) - R ~

1. Unit Strenzths:

a. Beginning of Bperation WHEELER

(1) The Battalion personnel Strengths at the beginning
of Operztion WHEELER (12 Sep 67) were as follo

ws:

Authorized (MTOE II-GO) 778
Assigned 793
Present for Duty 4V
Not Present for Duty ‘ 76

(2) The assigned strength was 102% of the authorized

strength, The present for duty strength ws=s 92% of the authorized
strength, :

(3) Of the not present for duty strength, 5 vere intran-
sit, 25 were on TDY, 38 on leave, 1 in confinement, and 3 were
4W0L,

b. Conclusion of Operation WHEZLER .

(1) The Battalion personnel stren:

zth -1t the conclusion
of Operation WHEELER were =g followss '
Authorized (MTOE II-GO) 778
Assizned 807
Present for Duty 759
Not Present for Duty 48

~(2) The assizned strength w.s 103% of the cuthorized

strength., The present for duty strength wos 97% of the zuthorized
{ F y &

stren;sth,

(3) Of the not present for duty strength, 18 were DY,
26 on leave, 1 in confinenment, znd 2 AWOL,

ce The incrense in gtrensth during Operntion WHEELER wos
due td the arrival of 136 replacements,

- (263- . oo
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SUBJ:CT: Inclosure 3 (Administration) to Combat
Report, Operation YHEZLER (U)

21, November 1967
Operation

2, Cosuslties:s

8, Cosuilties for Operation WHEELER yere ns followss

Unit WHA Kiti KIA DOY
HHC 34 5 0 1
Co A 80 16 1 1
Co B 39 5 4 2
Co G 28 % o 0
Total 181 32 5 4
bs Total Casualties from 29 July 1965
KHA WHA MHA
221 1059 1

3, Personnel Actions

a. During operction WHEELER, the 2-502 Abn, Inf, processed
308 volorous awards and 203 meritorious awards, Some of the
valorous awsrds were for the oper.tion before WHEELER,

b, During Operztion WHEELER the
AGI, The 4GI wos conducted on 9 Hove
received a Satisfactory,

Battalion prepared for an
mber 1967, and the Buttalion




AVBD-C , 2L, Nov 1967
SUBJECT: Enclosure A (Sunly) to Comb ,

at Onerations
After Action Renmort - Overation Wheeler (v)

1. Organization for Support
a. At the onset of

was established at Tien Thuoe
Class I and Class V jtems,

the oneration a forward su~nly noint
. It was used initially to sunnly

b.
I and V items
duced the time

The TAC CP was used as a forward sumly noint. Class
were stocked and surmlied from the TAC CP,

' This re-
required to resuoply the maneuver elements

¢. A forward sling-out poi
Class I and V items were trucked dai
out to the TAC CP by CH-47 aircraft.

nt was established at Tam Xy.
1y to Tam Ky to be air lifted

2, Materiel and Services
a, Supply

. (1) Class I: "Meal, Combat, Indivicdual® formed the
bulk of all Class I consumed during the oneratinn, nC® ratiens
were supplemented with LRRP's, rice, and soup when these items were
available, "MA" ration meals were sent to maneuver elements when-
ever nossible, usually on the day the element was resunnlied,

The battalicn onerated on a four (4) day resunnly cyele.

(2) Class IT and IV: The bulk of Class II and IV
items used by the battalion was Arawn and supplied freom S-4 located
at the base camp in Chu Tai, Problem areas were shortagés of fatigues

in small sizes, rucksacks, poncho liners, air mattresses, BA 30,
and boots in sizes 8-9-10-11,

(3) Class ITI: The 221st Sun-ly and Service Cormany
provided all tynes of Class III in sufficient cuantities to svhnort
logistical and tactical onerations. No rroblems were encountered,

(4) Class V: The 205th Ammunition
the battalicn with all Class V items,

on Class V resupply, However, there
suonly in drawing ammunition from th
and in movement to the helipad,

tion at the helinad at the TAG cr
Supply point was available for eme

Plateron supnlied
No nroblems were encnuntered
was a delay on emergencv re-
e Ammunition Sunnly Point (as™)
This was solved by stocking ammuni-
and Tam Ky. Tien Phuoc forward
reency ammunition resuoply,

(5) “ater: Potable water was available from twa

(28)
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SUBJECT: Inclosure 4 (Supply) to Combat Operatincns
After Action Renort - Oneration Wheeler

21, Nov 1967

‘

points, Chu Lai and the water noint established by Company A

326 Engineer Rattalion at Tam Ky. Water resunnly by five (53
gallon cans vroved inacdequate due to the amount of water con-—
sumed and the distance from the water noint to the AN, Water
containers of 250 gallons were used to solve this vreblem,

b. Maintenance:

Maintenance surrort was provided by
the Brigade Forward Suppo

rt Elerment located at Chu T.ai,

¢. Transnortation:

(1) Vehicular: Vehiculsar support was furnished by
the 163rd Transvortation Comvany., This battalion selcdom received
the number of vehicles requesped, This caused numerous nroblems.
The battalion did not have sufficient vehicles and the distance

between the companies and the S-L comwounded the existing vrob-
lem of getting sunplies from one area to the other,

(2) Adr: Army UH-ID and CH-47 aircraft nrovided
airlift sup~ort for the entire oneration. CH-47 aircraft avail-
ability was limitecd.. Aircraft suprort proved satisfactory,
However, several times weekly these aircraft would go in for main-

tenance or for a Combat Assault, This, on oceasion, hindered re-
sapply overations,

(29) .
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) 21;. l\TOV 67
SUBJECT: Inclosure 5 (Civil Affairs) to Combat Operatlons
After Actlion Report, Oper:tion JHEELIR (u)

18 i

1. Durinz Wheeler the 5-5 vorkei primarily at Tien
Phiuwoe CIDG Comp in the Tin Quonz Province,

2. ED-CAP: 4 total of 4631 Vietnimese were trested in the
arec. of operation., lMost of the meltical supplies were drawn
throuzh Speecial Forces chonnels.

3. REFUGEES: +throughout the operation 407 refuzees were
extractel from the 40 to Tam Ky and were processed by o provin-
ciel Refusee Texm. A1l refusees were extracted if they volunter-
ed and if the extroetion 4id not interfere with the toctial git
ustion, :

Lo THHOCEET CIVILI S Innccent civilian ore 1nnocent people
trouzht to the TAC-CP as VCS cnd daternined by the MI team to be

immocent, The Bn took 21 IC to Tien Phoue, the AISbrlCG heii-
qumrters. :

5. CIVIC 4CTION:

2. The Bn S-5 gturte? building = refuzee camp at Tien

Phuoc bistriet Headquurters with sunpiorty and conpo**tlon of the

Victnanese and US Speceicl Forces, The voterial for the pro-

Ject wzs brought  in throu h coortine tion with the Bde S-5, L%

the end of Oper:tion Wheeler 30 houses vere built in poris.

Two huouses were s$ill without roofss, five had banboo lzced to

the frome to stort the wolls ond w11 the others hzd tin roofs
been started,

and frones. The schocl, o three room buils :ing, had
for the LlsDensary

G2 walles vere two LOOt high 2nd an oren
he terninztion of the oreratiion,

hzd been cleomd ond lcvelec st t

b, OTHER:

(1) 800 pounds of food, 55 pounds of canly and 30
pounds of SOvp Were were given to the 29t%h Civil Affairs tean
2t Tom Xy te We adis 1buteu to the refugees,

(2) Operation “ushout, conducted

at Tien Phucc,
weclt with Jdistribution of soxp to uhe villzrers, Zach person
would fLC”1VO half o bor of soap if he went to the river to
brthe, This progroem helpel tc reduce the nu ber of skin

descase,

6. 4l1 sctivities of the Bn
uvith the bde
frequent vis

S-5 vere clo ely coordinited
Tam Ly Szetor, =nd Tein Phuoe ¢ Special Forces by

{31\
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_ 2L ¥ov 1967
SUBJECT: Inclosure 6 (Air Supmort) to Combat Operations

After fction Remort - Operation Wheeler (U)

1. Army Aviation

a. General: Extensive use of Army Aviation was made by
the 22502" Inf for-tacbical extractions: and "assanlts-ane “in-its-
caily requirements for utility, carge, and cormend and centrol
heliecpters. Aircraft suoport at the beginning of the cneratinn
was very responsive,  With increasingly bad weather beginning at
the end of september, supnmort became less available, By the mid-
dle of October, even faily suormort became tight. It became a com—
mon occurence to have the battalion's C&C and/or utility ship
withdrawn in order to suprort other tactical recuirements, "“hen
the battalion's ships were forced to return to base for mainten—
ance there was often a considerable period when no renlacement was
available and the battalion was wholly without aviation sunnort,

b. Gunships: Maneuver elements of the 2-502 made al-
most daily use of gunships whenever weather nermitted,
used not only as fire support to cover ground movement of troops
and againist known enemy locations an? for escort for medevacs and
utilities into "hot" landing zones, but they were found to be very
résponsive, averaging 20-30 minutes from request to on-station,
and accurate. The clese~in supnort which gonshins can nrovicde Aur-

ing tactical movements and contacts has nlaced thenm in high demand
by leaders of 2-502 units.

They were

c. Cargo Helicopters (CH-47): Given an adecuate lead
time CH-47 sorties were adequate though not abundant, CH-47's

were used for carrying cargo from Chu Lai and Tam Ky to tha TAC
cr.

2. Tactical Air Suprort.

’

a. General: Tacticel air suprort was received from-USAF,
USHMC, and USKN utilizing forward air controllers, The use of pre-
planned airstrikes was focused on landing zone constructions and

preparations and on skysoots. Emphasis was nlaced on immeciate
requests, 1

b. Preplanned airstrikes, - For the first two weeks of
Overation Wheeler extensive use was made of rrenlamned airstrikes,
which were often diverted to an alternate target. After the first
two weeks a new nolicy was adopted prohibiting diverts excemt| for
troovs in contact. As a result, thel use of nrenlanned air strikes
was reduced and full use was made of}immediate recuests,

(31) '||
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AVBD-C

SUBJECT: Combet Operations After Action Report
Operation Wheeler (U)

2/ Nov 1967

15, COMMANDER'S ANALYSIS -
a. Conduct of Combat Operations;

(1) The operations of the battalion responded to the
enemy situation. Initially, little contact was made and the unit

was free to break down to platoon level and operate from dispersed
Jocations. '

(2) During the latter part of September and the first
half of October, contact was made with NVA battalion sized units and
the battalion was required to operate in company sized formations.,
Additionally, during the same period, the enemy used mortaors frequent-
ly and units were required to dig in extensively,

(3) After the middle of October, the enemy was no long~-
er massing battalion sized units, and therefore; the battalion was
able to operate again from more dispersed locations. Towards the end
of the operation the enemy was avoiding contact,

(4) A rifle company was able to successfully defend
agoinst an attack by any size of enemy element; the enemy on several
occasions massed a battalion against a rifle company. With the fire
support cvailable, & compony sized element is almost impossible to

overrun with what the NVA in that portion of Viet Nem ore willing
attack withe.

"~be Fire Support
(1) Artillery
(a) The ertillery was timely and aceurate.

(b) On several occasions during the operation,
artillery was check fired for dircraft in the area; severcl times

this occurred while units were in contact. On the occasions that

this occurred it happened no aircraft was in the Arez of Operation
or close to the gun-targéet line,

(2) Tac Air
(2) Tec Air was responsive and accurate,

(b) The brigade FAC cssisted the battalion in
controlling gunships ond provided VR when needed.,
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SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report
Operation Wheeler (U)

24 Nov 1967

(3) Gunships

(a) Gunships were responsive and accurate.

(b) On occasion replacement gunships were not
aveilable to provide continuous target coverage,

c. Psychological QOperations.

(1) Effective use was made of the psychological op~
erations capability and resulted in VC becoming Hoi Chanhs end pas-
sing instructions to the civilian populace.

(2) Ground psyops teams were effectively used on sev-
eral occasions. A tape recorder capability was not available and

is highly desirable for this type of operation; POW'!'s or Hoi Chanhs'
statements can be recorded and used.

d. Logistics.

(1) Resupply of companies was adversely affected by
the weather on numerous occasions. In order to resupply, a small
FSP at the Tac CP was established to meet emergency resupply re-
quirements. Even in the worst weather it was possible to get into
every company at least once a day, if needed. During periods of ad-

verse weather, the normel resupply procedures must be modified to
accomplish the mission,

(2) 1In populated areas, where concealment and cover
are limited, the enemy can monitor unit moves., Small unit commanders

should make the best use of availeble cover and concealment in sel-~
ecting available routes.

(3) When the necessity for clandestine operation

does not exist, more frequent resupply can be accomplished and the
- load of the trooper reduced.

(4) 1In areas where accurate enemy fire against us is
being received, every attempt must be made to select the best route
possible into the resupply LZ. Loads should be concentrated at the
Tac CP or a location close to the resupply LZ in order to reduce the
aircraft exposure time. Once . the resupply commences, it should be
done as expeditiously as possible, A break should be established
half way through to allow time to prepare a2ll out going supplies

from the company., -After the breék, the aircraft should concentrate
on removing supplies from the 1Z, |

; |
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24 Nov 1967
SUBJECT: Combat Operations After Action Report

Operation Wheeler (U)
16, RECOMMENDATIONS.

a. Resupply must be completed as rapidly as possible and
the unit displaced to prevent effective use of enemy mortars. Fli-

ghts in and out of the resupply areas should be minimized for con-
servation of aircraft, '

b. Ridgelines and particularly obvious lending zones were
often mined, Care must be taken to avoid them. Personnel should be
on the look out for both old and new mines.,

c. Additional fire power such as a .50 cal machine gun
or a 106mm recoilless rifle can be brought in and used to great ad-
vantage when ean element must maintain a precarious position.

e. In a defensive perimeter maximum use should be made

of warning devices,
3y , .
\J2;ﬁ:f€2i1)7;Z::ﬁﬁ:£:;Z‘~.~_-
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FOR THE COMMANDER:

E. R. THROCKMORTON
T Infantry
Adjutant



