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AWARD OF THE BROWZE STAR MEDAL WITH *V® DEVICE

1. TC 320, The following AHARD is annonmced.

LARD, DAVID B FIRST LINUTEHANT INFANFRY Cowpany B Lot
Battalion. (Airborne) 5024 Imfambry APO San Franclsco 96383

BAwarded:

The Bronze Star Medal with ®V" Devlice

Bffective morth: Decenber 1968
Date action: 29 July 1968

Theater:

Reason:

Republic of Vigtnam

For heroism in ground combat against a hostile force in the Ropublie of
Vietnar on 29 July 1968. First Lieutepamt Land distinguished himself
while serving as a platoon leader for Compary B, 1ls\ Battalion, 5024
Infantry during a combat mlssiom nmear the village of Bao La, Quang Dien
Frovince, Republic of Vietnam. The Firgt Flateon captured a Viet Cong
scldler who gave the information that there were twenby to thirty cnemy
soldiers in the village ¢f Bao La. The Third Plateon moved inteo a
blocking force on the wast side of the village and mado eombact, whils
the First Flatoon moved on line and began a sweep north through the
village, The eneny, suddenly realising thelr sitmation, begarm o with-
drawl to the east and northeast. First licutenamt Land, the company
executive officer ov admnistrative matters, was moniterimg the radle as
the Secord Platoon, who wers guardirg the company‘s oguipmewt & thensand
neters asay from the fight, made enemy comtact. Realizing that the cnemy
ware about vo break omt to the east, First Licutensat Lamd took six men
and sprimbed arcund the eastern end of the villsge and imbo a graveyard
eleven hundred meters awaye As they embared the graveyard they met heavy
enemy fire. Heedless of the fire, First Iieutenant Land pushed his

men forward and drove the epnamy back through the graveyard and iute the
northern village. His six mem, spread thinly ever two Imndred msters,
repulsed two apeny attempts to bPeak cut, mortally wounding aiz of them
and capturing three. During their escaps atiempts, two of the Viet Comg
tried to move through the graveyard ever First Lisutemsnt Land. He fired,
wounding one and capturing both ¢f them. First Lientenant Land'e persanel
bravery and devetion to duty were in keepipg with the hlghest traditions

of the ml}itary service and reflect great credit upon himself, his umit,
and ths United States Army.

Authority: By dirdction of the President of the Umited States under the provisicmns

of Executive Order 110)6.
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