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LAND, DAVID B FIRSr LIEUTENAN'l' INFANI'RY � B lot 
Battalion. (Airborne) 502d Infa.ntcy APO San Francisco 96)63 

Awarded: The Bronse Star Medal witb 11vn Device 
Effective month: December 1968 
Date action: 29 July 1968 
Theater: Republic of Viet.Jlal\l. 
Reason: For heroism in ground combat aga:1ri.st a hostile foree in the &lpmblic ot 

Vietnam on 29 July 1968. First Lieu.tenant; I.and d'l..stixlguif.lhad hiuoli' 
uhUe serving as a platoon leader for C� B 6 111Jt Batta.lion., $02d 
Infantry during a eO!llbat mission IWlll" the rll.l&ge of Bao ta, QlUlllg Dien 
Province"' Re,P!lblle of VietMJD. 'loo First Platoon capt,ved a Viet Coq 
soldier who gave tbe 1Df01"J!IQt.icm that thare were twenty to tbil!.'t:y 8neJlV' 
soldiers in tbEl V"J.llage of Bao Laa The 'l'bil'd Pkt@o!!l lll0¥'ed Ulto a. 
blocking force on the west l!l1de of the vill!lge and mad$ emitaet." wbilG 
the First. Platoon moved cm 1iJ'l,a and bGgan a weep north tbrcmgh tm 
village., The enema-11 emdd� realizing the�.r m.tuat.icm, beglilll It\ ui-t;b
draul to t.b.e east. and norliheaiiil, e Firt.Jt 11.;;;.t.� l.'..lmd9 • the Ccmi,Pll,IW 
exeautive officer on admi.m.strative m.ttE!l"liv was B.On:iterl.D1 the radio aa 
the Second Pla:t.oon., who were gu.ard1.ng tbs e�• s 0qlli� a t.b.fteand 
meters a'fl9.7 f'ram the fight, made enellJ3' contact" Rsali:Aing that tho GmllllY 
wre ab<mt to break wt to the ea.sti, First Lieutenant Land took m llil8n 
and sprint.ea. around the eastern end of the v:Ul.age am iwt,o a gre.ve:,ard 
eleven hundred meters away. As they eut.rared the gra.veraird tbery Jllet. hea."'17 
GnellW fire. Heedless o£ t.he fire, First. ld.eutiaiw:d:. Land pushed bis 
men forward and drove the enem;r back t.brougb the grave;yaro mnd. 1nlio the 
northern village. His six men, �pread thiDly OVl!lr two mm.dred mt.era, 
repulsed two enenw attG'.JllPt;s to break <mt II mort.ally wOll.Wil.Dg m o£ them 
and capturing three,. n.triDg their eseapa lll.tt.empt.s., two o£ the Viet Cong 
tr;ted to move through the graveyard OV!lll" First Liwtellmit. umd., He fired., 

voundillg one and eapturilJg balih of t.hem., First Lieu.tenaut. Land 1 111 peraonal. 
bravery and devotion to duty were in keeping with too high0st. ti.'Q.ditiomi 
of the m:qita.ry eemce and retl.eot grea:t. credit upon biJrlme1f II hi.a md.t, 
and 'the Um 'ted Sta-tee .Ar.n1f. 

Authorit.y: By d:1.r§ction o£ the :Prem.dent of the Utd:t<ad St.ateBJ ll!Jldtar the provisions 
of Executive Order 110460 
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