DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters 1018t Aixborne Division
APO San Francisgco 96383

GENBRAL ORLIERS 30 December 1968
NUMEER 11392

AWARD OF THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL WITH "V IRVICR
je TC 320. The following AWARD is announced.

STOEWE, RUSSELL J CAPTAIN INFANTRY Company C 1st
Battalion {Airbdrne) 5013t Infantry APO|San Francisco 96383

Awarded: The Bronze Star Medal with ¥ Device

Effective month: December 1968

Date aetion: 23) April 1968

Theater: Repubiic of Vietnam

Reascn: For heroism in ground combat aainst a hostile force in the
Republic of Vietnam on 20 April 1968. Captain Stoewe |distinguished
himself while serving as Compaﬁy Ccmmahder of Company |C, 18t
Battalion, 501st Infantry, duriing a cambat operation in quang Ulen
Distriet, Thua Thien Province, Republic of Vietnam. %The Third
Platooﬁ, the lead platoon, was| suddenly and accurately taken under
an intense barrage of hostile autamatic weapons and rocket propelled
grenadé fire from its front and left flank, seriously wounding the
platooh leader. Captain Stoswe, with complete disregard for nis
own saf ety, braved the mm'cierjus hall of enemy fire in order to reach
the plétoon's position, GCaptain Stoewe skillfully maneuvered the
pla.tcoh to launch a counteratiiack against the enemy's |positions,
and at| the same time, deprive the enemy of an escape route, Through-

out t.aa ensuing battle, Captain Sitcewe perscmally directed the

retaliatory fires of his men, while repeatedly e:e.posiﬁg himself to
the heavy enemy fire, which continued to rake the ground. The

enemy broke contact immedistely after having received| the devastating
attack., Captain Stoewe regrm.'lped his Company and pursued the enemy
with Supporting fires from artillery and gumships., Uhder Captain
Stoewg?!s astute direction and |capable leadership, the| insurgent
force was swiftly destroyed, |Captain Stoewe'!s personal bravery and
‘devcotion to duty were in keeping with the highest tra!iitions of the
military service and reflect great credit upen himself s hls unit,

and the United States Army.

Authority: By|direction of the President of the United States| under the
provisions of hxecutive Or#ler 11046,
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