
DIBPAJtMNT OF Tl�ffi ARM! 
Headquarters 101st Airborne Division 

APO San Francisco 96:;a:, 
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AW.AP.D OF TTIEl :BRO� ST..A.R '.MEDAL WITH 11V11 DEiJICE 

SMITH ETHEN D SPECIALIST FOUR Oo:rapany '.B 
1st :Battalion (Airborne) 502d, Infa,TJ.try APO San Francisco 96,383 

.flwa.rded:. �e ;Bro:nz.e Star Medl.?l with 11V11 Device 
Eff�etive mo:nt:tu N/A, 
Date action: 13 February 1969 
Theater:: Republic· o.f Vietnam 
Reason: Fol." herois:rn in ground. combat -against a hostile force in the Republic , 

of Vietnam on 13 Febru.a:r,y 1969., Specialist Smith distinguished him- 1 

self while serving' with Company B� 1st Battalion9 502d Infantry, as 
ra 

.
. 

dio ope:-at 
.
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or 01:

.
a conbat op

.
erat�on_ about ti�e

.·
lve miles sou.thwest of

-�pu.bl:i.o of Vietnam. (h::impany .J:1, 11ee.dquarte:rs� and. two squads 
·or the '.first 'platoon were conducting a recon."'lB,issw..ce of a trail in
thick jungle terrain,, The lead sq'rn.d suddenly receiv0d intense fi�e
from the front., The lead man was i:mmediately killed by a mine, and
tm;e$ qt}p:r J;l(�rr,;onnel W!;JY'<:l s-:;ri<;n1gJ,y wo.t.md�d by the initial oontaot,,
One of the more seriously wounded individuals was pinned down by the
intenne volume of .:'ire 9 and was unable to crawl·to safetyo Specialist
Smi'th 9 with complete clisreg.a.rd for his own life 9 crawled through the
heavy volune o.f fire� On the third attempt he successfully rea.qh'?d
l:is wo:,_nded comrade o Due to hi.. dis.play of courage� the wounded man
was able to ree�ve :i.1mn.ediate m3dical care. Specialist Smith 9s
:personal bravery" and devotion to duty were in keeping with the high
e�t tradit�ons ?f the_ mi�i t:::r:'. s:�ice an� reflect great credit upon
lnm�elf 9 }us ur1l.t19 ana. t.ne un1tea. titates Axrrryo 

Authority& By direction of the President of the United States under the pro
visions of Executive Ord�r 110460 
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