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AWARD OF THE BROFZE STAR MEDAL WITH "V® DEVICE

1. I 320, The foliowing AVARD is amounoed.

SHMITE ETHEN D SPRGIALIST FOUR Compeny B
1st Bat-telion (Airborme) 5024 Infantry APO Sen Francisco 96383

Awardedz The Bronze Star Medal with "V" Device
Bffective monthz lﬁ/fl

Date action: 13 Febrmary 1969

Theater: Republic of Vietnam

Reasons

For heroism in ground combat against a hostile force in the Republic :
of ¥ietnam on 13 February 1969. Specialist Smith distinguished him- '
gelf while serving with Company B, 1st Battalion, 5024 Infaniry, as

g radio opera,tor on a combat Opera,tlon about twelve miles southwest of
TSTtRepublic of Vietnam. OCompsny B, headguariers, and.two sguads

of the First Piatoon were conducting a recomnasissance of a trail in
thick jungle terrain. The lead sgiad suddenly received intense fire
frem the front. The lead men was immediately kllled by a mine, and
three othar pergonnel ware seriouely woundad by the initial ﬁm"l“"“‘to
One of the more seriously wounded individuvals was pinned down by the
intense volume of fire, and was unable to crawl tc safety. Specialist
Smith, with complete disregard for his own life, crawled through the
heavy volume of fire. On the third attempt he successfully reached
his wornded comrade. Due to hi. display of courage, the wou.nded man
was able to recgg;ve immediate m>adical care. Specialist Smithls
personal bhravery and devotion to duty were in keeping with the high-
est traditions of the military service and reflect great credit upon
himeelf, his unib, and the United States Army.

Authoritys By direction of the President of the United States vnder the pro-

visions of Executive Order 11046,
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