
DEPH,TMENT OF THE t,RMY 
nc·:,::.gunrters 101 et, __ j_:.:h:;rne Divisi:·n (Airmobile) 

APO San: Frwcisco 96.383 

1 Febr'I.W. r,y 1970 

iiWJ;.RD OF THE B.ttONZE STJ,.R MED.1.L WITH 11V11 DEVICE 

TC 4.39. The following AW,Ji.D is nnnounced. 

JOSEPH, JEFFREY J SP4 11B20 Co B 2d Bn (Ambl) 501st Inf (WACNBO) 
APO SF 9638.3 

J;:warded: The Bronze Sto.r with 11 1]'11 Device 
Date of service: 15 November 1969 
ThentEll': Republic of Vietnam 
Authority: By direction of the President r.-f the United States under the pr--,risions 

of Executive Order 11046. 
Reason: · For.- herc.-ism in e:r,iund c:)Irhct nt;Etinst a lr,stile •force in the Republic of 

Vfotnnm :in 15 November 1969. Specialist Joseph rlistin[ttished himself while 
servi� ns u machine runner in Co!!r".3ny B, 2d B.:::.ttalion (A:i..rnobile), 501 st 
Infzi.ntry. His pll:.tr:.on conc'ucted an airm:ibile :::ssnult into a lRndinf zone· 
overlo-::king & c.r.w known to contain a North Vietnanese bunker complex. 
Toi.mediately upon rnovi.."l[ cown the dr�w, ths '1l!ltoon car.ie under intense 
mo.chine £1.lil a..'1.c sroJ.l arms fire from nositions not more than fifty meters 
awe.y. Without. first attemptinf to find suitnble cover, Specie.list Joser.>h 
immeC:i:":tcly returned fire with his machine f.Ul1 from an onen 1"\0sition. Under 
the cove:t' he ,·;ro;riden, n sgunrl of the pl�toon moved out in a flanking '·., 
m:>"vement. This s¢Uacl clso crew fire while �ssaulting the bunkers e.nd three 
men -w:ere wounded. Without hesitation, Specialist Joser,h r::i.n forwnrd and put. 
out suppressive fire whils two of the wounded crawled to safety. Seeing the 
third mc.h in. the op5n too seriously wounded to :r.mre, he left the gun -.,,"ith 
his ussist�nt end ran across clear lnnes of fire to 3dminister first nid. 
He nss:i.stec. the me(;.1.c,d aidoon in carrying_ the 'n'P.:i to snfety while unrler 

· . Hh consts...11..t fire. In th€. next hour he contributed vitnlly to the efforts to
suve the wounded :m.::.n. He li-;:>plied mcuth,-to-mouth resuscitD.tion c.nd external 
massace and hdped c�rry the woundec. mn to n suitcble -pick-up site for 
evncuntion. Specir:list Joseph I s person.:l b:r;,:,very c:nd. devotion to duty were 
in keeriinf' with the highest tra(.;itions of the military ser vice and reflect 
are�t cr<:/:it upon :himself., his unit, .:ind the United States Ar.my. 
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