DEPARNVENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters 1018t Airborne Division
APO San Prancisco 96383

3EZAL CRIOER3 10 July 1969
YN 43R 8552

AWARD OF TI'= BRCYNZE STAR MEDAL WITH wyr IBVICE
737 320, The following AWARD is arnounced.

LA, JOEN J FECIALIST FOUR Company C 2nd Battalion (Airborne)
5~1st In- artry A®C 3an “ranclsco 06383

awerded: Tre 3ronze Star l'edal -rith "V? Device

2ffestive ronth: La

Jate acticn: 10 April 1969

Tregter: Recutlic of Vietnam

Reacon: For heroism in zround combat against a hostile forece in the Reputlic of Vietnam on
1C Atril 166S. Snecialist Colna distinguished himself while serving as a medical
aidran in the Third Platoon of GCompany C, 2nd Battalion, 501st Infantry, on a
combat operation in the A Shau Valley, Republic of Vietnam. The Third Platoon
had just reached the crest of a hill when it cgme under heavy automatic weapons,
small arms, and rocket propelled grenade fire from an estimated platoon of North
Vietnamese Arry soldiers. In the first moments of contact, many men of the lead
elerent were wounded and required immediate first aid. With the element still
receiving a heavy volume of enemy fire, and with utter disregard for his own
safety, Specialist Colna ren from kis rear position to his wounded comrades.
Sorvletely igroring the heavy volure of enemy fire he was attracting, he contimied
%0 adrinister emergency first aid to the fallen men, He roved cooly from man to
man erncourazing them and giving aid, and he remained in his position until the
erery rocistance was overcome and he could personally assist in the evacuation
of the soldiers. Svecialist Colna's personal bravery and devotion to duty were
in keerine with the highecst traditions of the military service and reflect great
credit voon himself, his unit, ard the United States Army,

Avt*erity: By direction of the President of the United States under the provisions of

Eyecutive Order 11046,
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