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AvARD GF THE BRONZE STAR MEDAL WITH *V" DEVICR-

7C 320. The follawing A«ARD is announced.

“CwEil, RICHARD A SPECIALIST FOUR Company E 24 Battalion (Airborne) 501st
Infantry APO San Francisco 96383

awarded: The dronze Star dedal with *V* Device

Sffective month: HNA

Date action: 13 May 19¢€9

Theater: Republic of Vietnam

feascn: For heroism in ground combat against a hostile force in the Repuolic of Vietnam
on 13 Yay 1969. Specialist Powell distinguished himself wnile serving as & mortar
gunner in Company E, 2d Battalion, 50lst Infantry, at Fire Suppert Base Airborme,
Republic of Vietnam. At approximmtely 0330 hours on the cited date, the fire base
was attacked by an estimated battalion of iorth Vietnamese Army soldisrs. The
insurgents fought tnrough the perimeter and spread’ throughout the fire base throw-
ing satchel charges and high explosives. Despite enemy automatic weapons fire
and shrapnel from expleding mortar rounds, Specialist Pawell contimmed to fire
illuminatior rounds over the fire tase. He was thrown from his mortar tube tiree
times by explosions, but each time he returned to the mortar tube and kept his
mortar craw cperating flawlessly, despite the early morning darkness which hindered
visibility. Although he was wounded by shrapnel and comld no longer operate the
mortar tube, his determination to keep the mortar pcsition operational supplied
the fire base with almost continuous illumination throughoat the attack. His
efforts contributed immeasurably to the successful defense of the fire base.
Specialist Powell's perscnal bravery and devotion to dity were in keeping with
the highest traditions of the military service amd reflect great credit upon
himself, his unit, and the United States Army.
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