HPADQUARTERS
UNITED STATES ARMY VIETRAM
APO San Ty¥ancisce 96307

GEHERAL ORDERS 27 September 1966
VMRER %821

AWARD OF THE PISTINCUISHED SERVICE CROSS

1, The follewlng AWARD is announced:

SABALAUSKY, WALTER J RA FIRST SERGEANT Z-8 United Statur Avuwy
Co C, 24 Bn (Abn), 5028 Inf, lst Bde, 10lst Abm Dir, APO 9634T

Awzarded; Distinguished Service Cross

Date actiem: 9 June 1966 to 11 Yane 1566

Theater: Repubdlic of Vietnaw

Reacon: Par extracrdinary heroizm in connection with military spera-
ticns against en armed hostile force in the Republic of
Pistanm, Froo § through 11 June 1966, ®irst Sergeant
Babtalavuski was participeting 1 & blocking operation near
Dak T¢. When the Viet Cong occupled jungle suddanly erupted
with intenEs hostile fire from three directions, First
Sergeant fabalauskl, realizing that the ¢oppary eommander
eovld not poeeidly control ell the elements in the thick
texboo growth and 60 foot cancpies, yallied and directed the
beleaguered troaps in gn tttezpt to gmin Tire supexiority.
Hith complete dirregard for his gafely, Fivz: Gergeant
Sabalmnuski dashed from positian to positlo: mnd repeatedly
expoeed hiasel? to muster his unit and quell the hoztile flre.
A8 the Viet Cong agaaulted the perimeter, Firgt Sergearnt
Sebalauatl quickiy organlzed an assanit line and delivered
suppragslve fire onto the ranatical Viet Cong, After dazhing
to. the rear of the peérimeter and obzerving that the insurgents
were swxrounding his company, he expased himsel! and ecreamned
ordery bo form & tight defansive parimeter. Althougd artillery
wns cxlled in as cloze ag 25 meters from tha friendly force and
air strikes devasitated the jungle around the perimeter, the
dedernined Flet Cong continued to adwvance. Vhen the campany
copmander called s air strixes on his own position za s last
resart, First Sergsant 3abaleuskl remeaived on bls feet o
control the beleeguered paratrocpers. Fo» 30 boura, he contia-
ved to dash €rom one gide of the porimeter to the other to
direct and encourage his men., Although he vea wounded himself,
Tirat Sargeent Sabalawski ailded his wounded camradeg, conforted
the dying, and contlousd to direct his men. Ren reinforcaments
arrived and & haaty perimeter wur rgoin et up, he fearleszly
noved forvward of the perimeter and relrieved o dezd ocurade.
After a 1,000 meter move to an evacuation point, First Sergeant
Ssbaleuski personelly gupexvigad the extractlon of tha wounded
and dead, Througb his eourage anéd outetanding leadsrship
throughout the long and perilond vattie, he contrivuted inmeaz-
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waably to the defeat of the deteranined Viet Comg. TFirat
Serzgeant Jzbalauski's extraordinery heroism snhd davetion to
duty were in keeping with the highest traditlous of the
military aervice snd reflect great credit upom himselfl,
his unit, and the United States Axmy.

Aushorityr By dlrection of the President, under ths provisicns of the
Act of Congress, approved 25 July 1963, and Departasnt of
the Army wessage 72774, Aated 19 September 1966,

Spe=eial instructions: This award gupersedes thg award of the Silver
gtar to First Sergeant B-8 Walter J, Sabalauski,
RA36034325, for gallantry in action during the
pariod 9 to 11 June 1966, as anmmunced {n Generel
Ordéras Nunber 5686, Hendquartera, United States
Aruy Vietnam, dated L% Septerder 1966,

FOR THE COMJANTER:

RICRARD J, SETT2

Brigadier Genernl, U3 Army
Chief of Btaff

Colonel, AGC
Adjutant Genaral
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