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Awa't'ded: D1st1�tst)ed S.errtee Cross 
Dat'e action! 9 June 1966 to U. June 1966 
Tllee.ter: Itepu:bl1c or :Vietnatt-
Rea�on; fM extraor<linaXT heroism 1n connection. nth mill�/ ope:ra­

tt'32'1.s, a�e.i:nat an M"Me� hoatile, !OT'Ce 1b ttie hpul,lk ot 
vs.�tM.llli J.')'oo 9 th:rough U J\Ule l966, 1-:J..rst Setg.ap,t 
8&bAlA��ki na ,PM'ticipettl\B in a bloel:.ing op,a�atto� Mar 
1}Q.k �C>. When the ·vitrt. C()l'\g OCC'llJ')ied j�le �udde:nly er\!J):ted 
with. lh�nu h�st1le :rtre from th� 41.recti�ri, l'il'l'St 
Se�unt :Sa.b�lAil:sk�� reutzi� tll,at tlle ccnnpnJtl c(mUIW.mde.r 
CtiUld not p0seibl:r control s.ll Ul� e1Qlrlentl5 i.ll the thki'i 
'tB.lt.boo gro,!f'th e.nd 60 l'oo"t canopies, ra1lied. and d:l:r€-cted the 
bi&I.i!Aguer�\l t-roops in an o.ttu::ipt to �in. fire mi.peri.ority, 
ltith coar;pletc dii;'.r��rd 1'::,r his &afel.y, P1,,gt Sergeant 
Sil\ba.lausk:t. de.abed t.rQm �itlon to positlo�, r.r.d ,.epea�ly' 
npoe�d hi"OB�l:t ti:t �ter h1f; 1..mit iU'l.d (1'1.2811 t.h<1 �01Ul11, tt.re. 
Ail the Tiet Cong ��u.lt:1ld the pei-i'ci�te'r 6 li'u-st Gerg� 
Sabal.El.�!r.1 q,uiol!.'l,:y c:r.ganlzed e.n e.sse.ult l.1r)e e.M 4el.t·�red 
&uppr08a1ve tire on.to tM t'a.Mt.icsl '1irt Cc.ng. A:1.'ter d�atlil,'.lg 
to. the ri,.a):' of tM p�lrcw!te:r- and o'oiienirlg tba� th-I! iris\il'genta 
we� �ing bh e�# be- expos&d bi.Dl!ll!tl.i' o.n-� IJCN!Ul1ed 
orrle:re bo :fol'ill l. t.tght del"el\i5i-ve p4!r1met�r.. t,.lthou,gh �'i'tilllD'J' 
wa11 e&l.1ed 1.n Cl& clos� �Ii 25 metus t'rOlll tbfl trlmi.dily t'orc11 and 
�ir a�rl�ea da\ra.stated tha SunRle around tbe peril!LetP.T� the 
cln�d Viet Cong ccmt1n�� to -..dmn� � When the c�ny 
c()):lllr)!ib.de:r call.ea in a.'1r etrlkea on his mm po�'l.tl'on- aa e. lattt 
.t'e:i1ort, First Sel'goant Bt.bal.Euski r•i�d ,,:in hie fi:et i:o 
O()!l:b:r'Ol tho beloo:gu.e:red pA.l-atl'Oopel"'B. FM- 30 boura, 'he co'n't.i:cl­
ued to ®.Sh rrom. oxw st� or- the pi,.r:imeto -�r;, the· otllen- to 
dirset •nd encour.age his -men. Alth�h he was wountit!d hw�lf.,. 
:n�t iSorge8%lt 8nba.1Ausl:t1. al�,ed his HO'Wided n.<imrttd-e�� cOrat'orted 
lll!e- dying., aoo eontlrrue<l �o �ueet h1s tnen. I-D3en reirrtore��-s 
a.r:rivod �,s a �sty 11eri?neter PB asuin l!lli!t up, ))e fe�lee1ily 
1t10'ftd tormll"d o'f �o pe.:r:lmeter aM Ntl'i�v� � de-c.d 00tarade. 
After a 13· .COO mete-r ml)Ve ti> � evaC1J&t:1on pomt. Fir.n sergeant 
.S.abal.auald pei-soM.l..l)" llu;pel"Y'i.sad. the �.otlon ot tJ'\e Wf.lundt:ld 
,i,,nd de-a:d, '1.hrough bis col.Ll'age and oute't:anding leaders.l\ip 
1:h�'hout tbe l.One; and periloW'l ba.ttlP.� he contrj.'tri.:et.ed llllLT'.e&&-. 
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GERmAL a:RbD8 >nlMBD\ 528l., ®ted 27 3!!�1:>4r 19661 �EIRS i 'OlaTml 
STA".t'E3 ARMY Vl&'!'NAM, A:PrJ sa.n h:anc:•iBC'o 96307 (Cont) 

�'t>_l;?r to tl)e defco.t e>! the deteN1l'l.ed Viet C6mg. J'Lr:at 
Sergea.nt. Sa.bal.e.usld. 1 3 ertraorl21Mry hacUm �d. de'V'(,tion to 
auty v�re in �t�1ng wit.h · the highest ue.41 t lol:'.ls � �he 
11\ilii:ar;y- aervice -rmd reflect gniat <U"�i't u:po:i bUt\stlt., 

his unit, Md "the Uh,ited statea Army, 
A.\1.thOri ey-: !jr dire-t:,U.ol\ or the �&'I.dent, und� the prciv1t1Ql'ls o1' t>ie 

A.ct o'f Con,greas, 8Jlll?'O'Ved �5 July 1963_. G1\t'I l>epart=:n.t o:f 
t.hE, Am::, 'llleR�age 782774, dated. .19 Septe:nbf'!r J:.966.

Speete.i !J'l�tru.ctj,onsr Thill aW'J'd t.1tJ;P�•e¢-.1J t.he- &�'1 o:f t�e ail.vo,­
S't&r 1lo �st Sergeant E-8 1i'al1iel" J. lla'b�hl, 
W60)2l325 1 for gallant,ry 1n aoti,rm d'bing the 
pisriod 9 to ll J'ub(s 1966; as_ aru::tO\l,ne� it. �netal 
Orelira N'UZllJttl' 5606f He!\GQ.u.!lrtere, United St.tei= 
/frw V1etn$1;, datt-d I.4 Septem"r>er 1966. 
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