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PilARD Of. TKE DISTt�GUlSH�D.SERVICE,.EROSS 

,. TC 320. The Dfst1ngi,;sh�· Serv1ca ·Cros� is AWARDED pOSth1.1t11011sly to! 

OTTO, WILLIAM F SE"COND LlSUltNANT lnftntry UntUld St.ate.I AtltlY 
Data ac,t1on,: 11 l'\4Y 1966 
Thtater: Not �ppllcable 
R&ason: fDt' eKt�at"d.f�� hero1s111 Sn. connect-ion W'fth·llflttuy op1r1tfaras 

�gainst an. anne4 hostile forca fn •tile Repubfh, of -V1etlUl1J. Ori 
11 M� .1i36ti, Lieutenant Otto.,· e ,fflelllb� of •cmpan:i, A, �d Brtt1lion 
(1\11"1:iome) ,. 6021:l 'lnfaJ1it� 1 .101-st A;t?'bQme, Dl'.v1siton, was pertic1pat-
11\g 1o 1 -uarc:h and destroy .m,510o when they captured i, Vttt 
r.amg �G-rewealed theta fou� sush 441 a.et fontard of 
tM CO"l)lftY a.long their uU• Of advilnse. To 1ot 1 the ombusht 

Lte4itenant Otte, p1aoed -I! pa.tnt .aqu-1d well � the fron.t of h,s 
phtoou tb1t. �as :th& �pony's. lead el.eant. Appro1drately 0900 
bours, Lieu�nt Otto 1

5 platoan.ca11-undct 1nte�tve small 11'111S 
amt. autOJJilt1c we?ipoM f:fre. fr.om,.tJle• front. L1eutemnt Otw 
nal:Jed (orwarcl, .bnd09 the, inlijrge�t·-flre to estt111tte thti! situ
ation. Ha theii, pl1;ced iwo squu�s en·� lllCt to anauTt tl:i� we\,1-
erttrenchect �1et Cc111� 1:1d 1gDU1 ·br.a:wad tl\e hostfle f1ra fearlessly 

. .1110¥1110 ala11g. the. assault l1oe,.to d·1nct· his sq11iid luden. The 
p.latoon attuipte.d an a»�u1t .. b1Jt w�- pinned down &s th& insurgenu
un,laashed, • ,de�astat1o� YDll.lllMI .of 1:1�.- �•eu1&1n-.c,t Otto �alle(1
fol'I 1rt171e.ry fire .and a.intrJk.es. WUh profess1-cn.al ski 11.. 'h&
called artillery f1r.e.to v1th1n·l0 ,ne�rs of trfs pot1t1o� making
.a d1re.ctJ�it on 111 11adt1n.e gun Mpb.ce.ent1 hol'eve-..;. this -failed.
to destroy 1 t.. Real 121clg. -tbit tbt-·bt11'k�r nat be de . .stro1•d•
-Uecrtan,ant Otto agajQ penoq�lly br.Jved tke fire and crawled tG>
__.t tbtn HS aieters of the IDAdlillt gup,.b\mker. D1sng.Ard1ng the

· .danger from etber. 1111c.Mne gun..anp�u ,11 the fomedhtt art!a.
ne troi• and tbrew a gt-enade 1nt<i t1te-.b1111ker des-t.ro)'1t1g the g..,i:i
ud· <tTN.. '!lehJg fuH.v upQ:lied so h:e c�•ld ti,� the 9rer,acla,.

41!cither 11tacMne 11:im m·crr.1111ty. Hounded tat�.. l1euteoa,1t Otto•s
a1�r"9e .ti, actu&l o:1111bat.se.r.ved- u -in 1nsp1nt1�1\· to h1s men and

· w·, h,st.r.\mlent.11 in .ove?C<ll'rlog thi! h�tile· insurgent&. L 1euten
a�t Otto�s extraor.d�n�rt ber.o1s11 aft� supran� sacrtf1ee are 1n
keeph1g �Uh th& htgtie&t ,tr&dl tio�• of the United States Am:1

-ein.d reflKt 11r��t c:r.ed1t up.or, htaseH aid the �111tal"y st'W'\11ce.

{GO 200• tN USARPAC, 1966). . . 
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