Qn B ALTER 20 PHE HATISHAL GRE HNES
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GENERAL ORDERS 25 August 1966
NUMBER 200
AWARD OF. THE DISTINGUISHED. SERVICE CROSS
1. TC 320. The Distinguished Servica Cross is ANARDED posthumously ta:

OTTQ, HILLIAM F SECOND LIEUTENANT Infantry Untted States Army

Date action: 11 May 1966

Theater: Not epplicable

Reason: For extrasrdinacy heroism §n. connection with-military operations

against an . svmed hottile force in the Repubitc of Yietaam. On

11 May .1966, Liautenant Ottoy & meaber of cmgam A, 2d Battalion
{Airborne),.502d Infantry, 101st Airborne Bivision, was participat-
ing 1o a-search and destroy mission when they captured o Viet
Cong who ravealed that 2 four-campany ambush was sgt forward of
the compeny along their axis of advance. To foJ1 the ambush,
Lieutenant Otto placed .2 point sguad well to the front of his
Jatooa that was the company's lead element. Approximately 0900
curs, Lieutenant Otto's plateon.came-under tntensive small arms
end. automatic weapoos Fire. from. the frant. Lisutenant 03to
rushed forward, braving the. insurgent fire to esttmpte the §itu-
ation, Hae then placed two squads on-1fne to assauTt the well-
entrenched Viet Cong and again -braved the hosttle fire fearlessly

.mOying along. the. assault line.to direct his squad leadars. The

platoon attempted an assault bui was pinned down &5 the insurgents
unleashed. a .devastating volume .of fire., L{eutenant Otto called
for artillery fire.and aicstrikes. With professtonal skill, he
cdlled artillery fire.tp within -3 meters of fis position making
4 direct kit on a machime gun emplacement; however, this fafled
to destvoy it.. Realizing thai the bumker wust be destroyed,
Lieutenant Otto agaiv persogally braved the fire and crawled to
within 15 meters of the machinge gup:bunker, 0Oisregarding the

" .ganger frow other machine gun..anplaomnts in the imediate area,

he arose and threw 2 grenade inte the .bunker destroying the gqun
and crew. Peing fully exposed so he could throw the granada,
anather machine gun mortally.wounded him. Lieutenant Otto's
caurage in actual combat.served- as an inspiration te h¥s men end

- was Instrumental in.overcoming the hgstile insurgents. Lieuten-

ant Otto's extraordinary heroism and supreme sacrifice are in
keeping with the highest traditiens of the United States Army

-and raflect grexst credit upon himself and the military service.

(60 200, l_{q USARPAC, 1966)
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