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1« 10 320, The followving ANARD is exmonnced.

CARFERTZR, WILLIAM S JR CAFTAIN [EPANIRY TUnited States Army
Campaxyy ¢, 24 Battslfon (Adrborme), 502d Infentry, iet Brigads, 1018t
A{rborne Divislan, AFO 96347
Avardeds Distinguished Service Cross
Date Action: 9 June 1966 to 11 June 1966
Theaters Repablic of Vietham
Roason: For extraardinary kerciem in ccanection with milftery operations
ixvolving canflieot with an armed hostile ferce in the Repuhlie
of Vistmam: Captein Carpester distinguished himself by emgep-
tiomily valorous ections during the period 9 Juno 19€6 to 11 June
1966 while serving ap Commamiing 0fficer of en infantry campery
engeged in a blocking misaion pear Tom Morong Outpost, As
Captain Carpanter's company advanced, the leed platoon suddexly
recelved intepse Cfire from an estimated iwo ecempanies of Vist Cong.
Ceptain Oerpenter impediately deployed ths company to coptimm
its forvard progreas, but it scon becems pimned dowa by extrenaly
heavy hostile fire from thraec diresctions. After Cartain Oavpanter
organised a besty dafense, it became apparent that the imeurgest
force van at least of battalion size., The ibaurgents launohed a
determinsd frontal attack and were succeosful in overrunning one
platocn. Realdging ths savere comsequences {f the enemp forcas
vara eble to panotrate the entire oampany aree, Coaptein Cavpenter
ordered supporting jet edrcraft to drop napelm Bizreerly on the
conpany’s peclticn, Tho namlm banbs hit the top of the trees
iIn the canter of the company positica and detonated 25 fsat
above the grouni. As a resul$, the fiory papalir carried directly
icto the charging insurgente and pessed aver moat of the friandly
troops. The eldAllfully directed eir strike complotely subdued
the Viet Cong attompt to overrun the compavy. 42 the insurgenis
vithdrev, Captain Carpenter repeatedly expesed himself to the
beetile fire to rearpsnize his cormand and direct supporting
artillery fire. Throughout tdhe remainder of the three day bat~
tlo and in the fxce ¢of almost overwhalming odda, Leptain
Cerpenter contimped to direct and imspire the ccopeny to repulse
three additional determined assaulta Ly the enemy bettalica.
Threogh Captain Cerpenter's hercic actions and conragecns ten-
acity, hip ocmpany was spared nmarous casualties end vas abtle
to vithatend the repeated attacks of the Viet Copg tzttalion
wrtil reinforcemente arrdved. Captain Carpenter's extraordimey
heraisy ane devetion to duty wore in keeping with the highest
treditions of the military servico and reflect great credit upen
himpelf, hie oali, and the Mnited States Army.





