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AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS 
 

1. The following AWARD is announced. 
 

PUCKETT, RALPH JR.     LIEUTENANT COLONEL INFANTRY United States Army 
Headquarters and Headquarter Company, 2d Battalion, 502d Infantry, 1st 
Brigade, 101st Abn Div, APO 96347  
   Awarded: Distinguished Service Cross 

Date action: 13 August 1967 
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 
Reason: For extraordinary heroism in connection with military 

operations involving conflict with an armed force in the 
Republic of Vietnam, while serving with Headquarters and 
Headquarter Company, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry 
Regiment, 1st Brigade, 101st Airborne Division. Lieutenant 
Colonel Puckett distinguished himself by exceptionally 
valorous action on 13 August 1967 while serving as 
Commanding Officer of an airborne infantry battalion on 
combat operations near Duc Pho. Shortly after elements of 
his unit were heavily engaged by a hostile battalion, 
Colonel Puckett landed in the battel zone to coordinate 
defenses and to assess the battlefield situation. 
Disregarding his own safety, he moved across a heavily 
mined area to the point of the most ferocious fighting to 
direct and inspire his men against the hostile force. Other 
elements were savagely attacked with intense mortar fire, 
so he decentralized the command post to reduce the chance 
of entire command element being hit. To do this, he 
personally occupied a foxhole position. He exposed himself 
to withering fire throughout the night to visit the men in 
their positions and to encourage and inspire them with his 
personal bravery and firm determination to overcome the 
overwhelming onslaught of the fanatical force. He heard 
cries for help during an intense mortar barrage later that 
night and dashed through a hail of flying shrapnel to give 
aid. He personally carried the two wounded soldiers back to 
safety and used his skill and experience as a truly 
professional soldier to threat their wounds. When rescue 
helicopters came in, he repeatedly refused extraction for 
himself and directed that the casualties be evacuated. With 
bullets striking all around him, he remained in the open to 
rally his fatigued men through the long night by sharing 
every phase of the battel with them. His fearless 
leadership and aggressive, determined action in the face of 
grave danger inspired his me to fight furiously throughout 
the night and obtain a decisive victory over the 
numerically superior Viet Cong attacker. Lieutenant Colonel 
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Puckett’s extraordinary heroism and devotion to duty were 
in keeping with the highest traditions of the military 
service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit, 
and the United States Army. 

Authority: By direction of the President, under the provision of the 
Act of Congress, approved 25 July 1963, and Department of 
the Army message 782774, dated 19 September 1966. 
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