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AMARD OF THE DISTINQUISHED SERYICE CROES

1. 9C 320, The rollowing AWARD is anneunced Posthumousiyy

DENTER, 'HERBERT J MAJOR INFPANTRY United States Army
Headqums & Eesdquarters Compamy, 2d Battallon (Aifbarnd}, 502a
e.r"? lat n lgade 191st Alrbarhe Diviston, AP0 96347
¢33 Distifiouisted Sorvice Crosa
m.te uﬁiom ‘18 September 1965
Thentér? Republic of Vietnzn
Rearons’ Por.sxtracraivary naroiss in comriection with military
operetitns egainst an ammed hostile force inm he Republie
oF Viatnsm, On 18 Beptember 1965, Major Déxtar; the 83
Ofticar of the 24 Battalion, 502 Infontry, 10¥st Airborne
Divigicn, was eccompauying his battalion oo m sesrch and
destroy nission in the vicinlby of Binh Ehé, Repudblic of
VieSriam., The battalion was airlified to the operafionzl
arde and upon erriving encountéred increasingly heavy
ESstil2 fira from varieus imsurgent positiocns., A friemdly
plétoon, which hed landed im e previcus Lift, wad foreed
to withdraw fram w tectizelly imporiant hill along the
landing zong perireter, Realizing ths importence of the
#4111 a8 4 defensive popition, MaJor Dexter, with complete
dieragard for his perscnal enfety, volwitarily rushed to
the now heavily iafest%ed hostile area and successfully
reorgenized the friendly forces positioned thore. He
qudckiy iseued competent instructlons and personally led |
tha laft fiapk element uwp the hill, despliec ths intense
Howtedld small erme and mortar fire veing directed at the
toon, Hhile securing the crest, Major Dextar personally
Billed two lusurgents wvho wexre at a fdeadly close range and
sustaingd 4 leg wound frao the murdercus yist Cong fize.
a'enliz:lng that tis leaderehip and encoursgement were needed
Ao inspire the membera of the besieged platoon' to hold the
hi11 pasition, Major Dexter; although in gresat pain from
his wound, cohtinually rafused to be evecunted. As thi
battle raged on, he was mortally waunded, Mmjor Bexter's
‘extraordidary nérciem and devotdon to duty et thé cost of
tifa life were 1M keeplng with thas highest trsditicns of the
nuilitdry servied epd reflect great credit wpd rimealf, Bis
uriity and the United States Aoy,
Aut¥orityy - By @irectiok of the Président, undér the provisishe of t1&
Act of Congress, approved 25 July 1963, and Depatrtmeat of
the Arcy message TE2TT4, dated 13 Beptember 1966,
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