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GENERAL ORDERS 14 July 1966

NUMBER

15%
AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS

1. TC 320, The following AWARD 15 announced,
HAWTHORNE, GENE SERGEANT E-5 United States Army
fwarded: Distinguished Service {ross

Date actian: 9 and 10 December 1965

Theater:
Reason:

Not applicable
For extraordinary heroism in connectien with military operaticns
against an armed hastile force in the Republic of Vietnam.
Sergeant Hawthorne, a member of Compamy A, 2d Battalion
{Airborne), 502d Infantry, irnfiltrated his patrol into hostile
territory to observe insurgent activity and prepare for the
advance of friendly forces. Despite the ski11 and experience
of the patrol, they were discavered after many hours in the
unfriendly territ ery and subsequently engaged by a numerically
superior insurgent force. Sergeant Hawthorne reacted to the
situation by having his pairol rush the insurgents. After
losing 7 or & men, the Vlet Cong withdrew. S3ergeant Hawthorne
immediately began moving his patrol to a more favorable
pesition in the event the Viet Cong attacked again. During
the move, Sergeant Hawthorne was woundeéd in both arms by a
booby-trap that took the 1ife of one of his men. Rather than
burden his patrol he courageously asked that he be left behind.
His assistant refysed to leave him, $0 Sergeant Rawthorne
directed the formation of a defensive perimeter. Though
painful 1y wounded, and barely conscious, he insisted that he
be placed in & firing position to assist his comrades. Ouring
the ensuing assaults he poured fire into the insurgent ranks.
Utilizing his strength, he pointed out the patrol's position
for the artfllery battery and helped adjust the incoming
rounds by the sound of the bursts, At this point, the
insurgents broke contact. Sergeant Hawthorne's extraordicary
heraism and gallantry in action #re in keeping with the
highest traditions of the United States Army and reflect
great credit upon himself and the military service.

futhority: By direction of the President, under the provisigns of the

Act of Congress, approved 2b July 1963; Department of the
Army Message 323747, 12 December 1962, as amended; and
Department of the Army Message 702316, 3 Februwary 1965,

(GO 159, HQ USRRPAC, 1968)
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