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AWARD OF TRE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS

TC 320, Tha Distinguished Sevvice Cross 13 ANARDED posthumously to:

LANE, FAMOUS L SPECIALIST FOUR £-¢ United States Armmy
bate action: 20 Apri) 1966

Theater:

Reason:

Mot applicable

For extraordinary keroism in cemnection with wilitary operations
against ammed hcstile forces in the Republic of Vietnam, On

20 April 1966, Spacialist Lane, a member of Company A, 2d Battalion
{&irborre), 5024 Infantry, was ¢n & hazardous night "Recondo"
patro! in a Viet Cong infested area near Phan Thiet, Republic of
Vietnam. Approximately an hour after the "Recondo" patrol’s
departure fram the campany's perimeter, the point man detected a
large Viet Cong force moving towards the small patrol and a hasty
ambush was quickly established. Specialist Lana, 2 machine gunner,
gprinted from the rear of the column and without hesitation placed
his macking gun in position on 2 sma)) slope, fully realizing that
the position afforded him no protection. [n the initial burst of
deadly fire Spectalist Lane kflled five Viet Cong soldiers. The
insurgents were forced to withdraw to & treeline area, in the face
of Specfalist Lane's extremely effective and devastating fire,

l1s deadly accurate fire was instrumental in the success of the
hasty ambush against & nunerically syperior Viet Cong farce. The
determined insyrgents concentrated a withering velume of fire an
the patrol from the treeling areas as the hastile element
manewered to each flank of ‘tha friendly forces, With phenamenal
caurage, profound concern for his fellow troopers, and with
conplete disregard for his om perscnal safety, Specialist Lane
remained on the slape and concentrated effective suppressive fire
gn the insurgents when the pa'trol was ferced to withdraw te a
protective cover to the rear. nir remdining calm and maintaining
a spund presence of mind, Specialist Lan¢ successfully disorgan-
fzed the insurgents and forced them to withdraw. While attempting
to reload his machine gun the Viet Cong force paured automatic
weapons fire into his position and Specielist Lane was mortally
wounded. His extraordinary herolsm and supreme sacrifice were in
keeping with the highest traditiond of the United States Army and
reflect great credit uporn himself and the milltary service,

(€0 173, HQ USARPAC, 1966)





