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AWARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS 
 

1. The following AWARD is announced. 
 

WRIGHT, RONALD J.              SPECIALIST FOURTH CLASS E-4 United 
States Army, Co B, 2d Battalion (Abn), 502d Infantry, 1st Brigade, 
101st Abn Div, APO 96347  
   Awarded: Distinguished Service Cross 

Date action: 18 May 1967 
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 
Reason: For extraordinary heroism in connection with military 

operations involving conflict with an armed force in the 
Republic of Vietnam, while serving with Company B, 2d 
Battalion, 502d Infantry (Airborne), 101st Airborne 
Division. Specialist Wright distinguished himself by 
exceptionally valorous action on 18 May 1967 while serving 
as medic of an airborne infantry platoon on a reinforcing 
mission deep in hostile territory. While moving to relieve 
the pressure on a sister platoon which was heavily engaged 
and pinned down by a numerically superior hostile force, 
his unit was savagely attacked by enemy soldiers firing 
automatic weapons. As the intensity of the battle 
increased, Specialist Wright heard a call for help from a 
wounded comrade. Completely disregarding his own safety, he 
began working his way toward the man through a hail of 
murderous fire. The concussion from an exploding grenade 
knocked him to the ground and stunned him, but he quickly 
got up and moved to the wounded soldier. He was seriously 
wounded while administering aid, but he ignored his injury 
and moved his comrade to safety. Refusing aid for himself, 
he again dashed through the withering fire to reach another 
casualty. Despite his own weakened condition, he carried 
the man back through a curtain of Viet Cong fire and 
treated the wounded soldier until he could no longer 
continue. Specialist Four Wright’s extraordinary heroism 
and devotion to duty in keeping with the highest traditions 
of the military service and reflect great credit upon 
himself, his unit, and the United States Army. 

Authority: By direction of the President, under the provision of the 
Act of Congress, approved 25 July 1963, and Department of 
the Army message 782774, dated 19 September 1966. 
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