REFRGIUCES AT THE NATIGNAL ARCHIVER

Msn XQUARTERS
AMIRTCAL DIVISION
AFO San Franciscc 9637

GoNLRAL ORDERS L Octcber 1947
NUF2 21 793

AwsilD OF THL SOLDIERS MWDAL

1. TC 320, The following AW-RD is anncunced,

JONES, Wi T. SAPTAIN, MIDICAL CORES, United States army,
Eeadguarters and Headguarters Company, 2d Battalion (Airberre), 502d
Infantry, 1st Brigzde, 101st airborne Divisicn iF0 96347
awerded: Seldiers Medal
Dcbe tetion: 8 Septesber 1967
Thcater: Republic of Vietnam
Reason: For heroism not involwving actuel confiict with en arued enany.
aptain Jones distinguished himself by heroic acticn =nd per-
seral brevery on &€ September 1967, near Chu Lai, Republiic of
Vietnam. After being inforrmed that four men frow the 26 Bat-
talion (airborne), 5021 Infantry had beer struck by lightning
and were in extremely criticel conditien, Captain Jones imme-
diately volunteered to go in bo sdminister profegsionzl wmedi-
cal attention. The Medevac helicopters wonld not ge in ke-
ccuse of the very hemardous weather conditicns of heavy thun-
derstorm, thick feg and zero visibility. Shortly thereaftor,
Ceptain Jones learned that the pilet of the cormand aad con-
trol helicopter had volunteercd his professicnal services in
order to save the lives of the injured troopers. When the
pilot had landsd his rnelicopter on the haotily prepared iand-
ing zone, Captain Jones imzediutely jumped out and went to
2ssist in the lcading of the weunded men, to lnsure that they
were preperly cared for. Trmmediztely after 1ifting off, the
area was once 2gain struck by lightning and Captain Jones was
asked tc come back agein after he kad administered bhe noed-
ed msdicsl sttention to the injured men enroute tv bhe hos-
pitel. aith complete disregard for his cuwn perscnal safety,
Captain Jones, without hesitation agnir c¢ffercd his scrvices
~ng ande the journey through the scvere weather conditions
and. was Instrunental in saving the lives of four men., Cap-
tein Jones' heroic zctions i the fiacuof darger were in
keepirg with the highest traditicns of the military servics
- anc reéflect great credit upon himself, the Americal bDivision,
“and the Uritod States Jdrmy.
futhérity: By direction of the President unfer the provisions of the
Act of Congress, epproved 2 July 1926,
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