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/WARD OF THE SOLDIERS MEDAL

1. TC 320, The following AWARD is anncenced. ,
TEMPLE, JAMES H. JR. s STAFF SERGEANT E6 United States Army,
Company B, 2d Battalion (Airborne), 502d Infantry, 1=t Brigade, 101st
Airborne Division ATO 96347

hwarded: Soldiers Medal

Date action: 1 August 1967

Theater: Republic of Vietnan

Reason: Por heroism not involving actaal conflict with an armed enemy
on 1 August 1967 near Duc Pho, Remublic of Vietnem. As his
company was preparing to go on &n operation, one of Staff
Sergoant Temple's squad members accidentally ignited a pern-
chute hand fl-re while packing his rucksack. The rucksack,
containing two fragmentation grenacdes, igrited, Sergeant
Tomple immediately grasped the seriousness of the situation rnd
mede a graprling hook with rore to pull the burning, rncksack
away from nuacrous other rucksacks which contained amrunition
and highly explosive fragmcntation grenrdes. With the assist-
ance of the platoon sereeent, Sergeant Temple pulled the burning
rucksack to an isolated area. a8 “a attempted to.but out the fire

a grenade exploded and injured him. Py his quiek thinkdng and
heroic actions, Sorgesant ‘temple saved mmerous iives (. men

in the compony, for the rucksack next to the flaming one con- :

tained 40 rounds of high explosive ¥-79 fragmentation arrmnition.

Staff Sorgeant Temple's heroic and quick actions in the faco

of great personal danger are in keeping with the hirhest tra-

ditiens of the military scrvice and reflect great credit upon

himself, the Amarical Pivision, and the United States Army.
Authority: By direction of the President, under the provisions of the

hAct of Congress, approved 2 July 1926,
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