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J',WAHD OF THE sn.v:m S'l'AR 

1. TC .)20. The .following AWAlID 13 announced •.

DEACR, K.AI?l. L.               :rrRm J.I.EIJTEliU!.NT lNFANlRY United. States AI'1J1Y 
c., A.� 2d. Bn (A.bn}, 502d w; 1st Bde, 101st Abn J>iv. APO 96.34.7

illlaroed: Sil�r Stv (Firs� Qak I.Ea! Cluster) 
Dat.e action: 7 June J<,66 
Theater: Rcpllblic ,o£ V1etnwn 
fre!l:.om Fo:r gallantry in �ction: First Lieutenant Beach d.1�tingu1ehed him

seu Ol\ 7 June 1966 wUe ee?"\'ing as �ecutive ofi'iccn· during a 
eo0p� .e�At. operat.ioo near Dak To, Republic of VhtnB.111. P1rat 
Uect�an� Be�ch 1 a, com.pa.ny ,ra.is to pron.de secUl'1tJ' for- an artillery 
b-a.tUry. 'foe eompan;y l'lacl euecese.tul.l.J" c<iunteratt:..a.cked and repelled 
a 18l"g,, Viet Cong force. The deterl!\1.ned 1Ti.et. Cong attacked Me 
tl"90p8 on th�-ee oeparate occaaions e.nd each timtl l('()re r-epul�� 07 
the equally determined American soldiers. Dul'ing t.he vicioug 
battl.e1 F:i.l'Bt Lie\.lteMnt Beach i-ep('a'r,adl,y exp0$&a hi.G.�el:l' �o intense 
.bostdle· �tar Ure. Despiu; U.is t ho mainta.b).cd hie colllfl\and post 
as eJ.o-se t.o t.he Viet Cong coru:e;ntratio..� as p()�sible 80 that his eub
ordina'te l"..dera could r-ead11:' reael'I hiln.. His Eldll!ul use of a.r
t1ller:,• and de-plo,yment of t:roopa t eriabled hi.3 uni.1. to !w'ithsta.nd ab 
bO'IU"� o! re1>0ated ho:,t.i.l.e attack!, Dur:.ng :�b· course Qt act1a1, 
h1:s coromat.:1 po:,t was attacked by .3. squad r r 'tiret COC1g empleying 
.t-if1(!! gr�.id.tiis, n'�cilin� gun:; ;ind aut�t.,;.� ·.,·.-.0;.pon fir� t'W'enty 
metA9'l"c to his left !lank. T1r�i:, Lle;.t.ere.nt �ch unhesit;;.tingq 
ret.\u'ned t.l'le !1.� while di.rect.i;:1g h1G co� group and. eoinpletely 
d.1.srupteci ttie Vie+. C-.J.,::; :!.'t.!iaf:k. (JX: 3n"'Ul�'.r occc1.$ion, he spottied. 
a· Vi�"- c-.�!� �uad �var,i:;5..nt on an Artilleq position and motor 
pd11:. First Lieutenr.nt �ach ��.�ic1'eely opened tire en the 1n
&\.l.l'gent.!I. ;;nd suc:::ce$s!1.1lly de.!en�ed o,ga'inst ther:i., 'rh1•ough0u" t.h� 
!"i�N<? ba.t:t:l�� ))e i;as continuous� mov.1.ng rrom pcsi.tio:n t.c ,>of-1 tioo, 
eru:our�i11g M.s zien .:i..� directi.ng ,;heir f!.re. ThrO\lr,h hi.3 e.:.ura
oe�s efforts, Firs� liaut�t Be4ch ��G m.:-�t Ln�tr.�ntal in 

�. •�� euc:1.:<1�i.£\!J. operation, m:� cxtraor-dina� her:>isin in close ..-::im
 �h� againP.t II nl..lJUtiea� s1,1;,�r:ior Viet C� fo�o wa.9 in kMpihg
witb· .. .the highe:?it tr-ad.iHons of the rnillt.aty Bt:rYice and ..!"e!':.ecti; 

,t!- ... �at· crtdit. upon hia$elt, �is unit, a:o:i the Ur-.!.ted state� lirr:r,. 
Au�ty:, i:t, dj,r€:cti!'.l?:. of the Presid.ant \lnde:r- U1e proVi:dons or the Act 

of Cotl.�.t"Ma, spp-rnved 9 JuJ.,Y 1918. 
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