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GENERAL ORUERS

12 fme 1966
3694
AWARD OF THE SI%% STAR
- 1. TC 320, The following AWARD is ahnounced,
. WALLACE, PRANKIE L. SECOND LYEUTENANT INFANIRY US4

Co 4, 2d Bn {&bn), 5022 Inf, 1st Bde, 101st &bh Div, AP0 94347

Awerded; Silyer Star {Pesthumously)

Date action: 4 Fabruary 1966

Theater: Republic of Vietnam

Reasons For gallantry in action: Second Lisutenant Wallace distinguished
himself on 4 Pebruary 1966 while lsading & squad size patrol on
a routine search of several villages in the Republic of.Vietnam.
At appraximately 1430 hours as Second Lieutenant Wallace's squad
approached a village, they were suddenly engaged by small arms
ard automatic weapon2 rire by an estimated VPiet Cong squad. Ex-
peeing himself to the deadly inaurgent fire, Second Lisutenant
Wallace led an assauit cn the hostile positions, The assault
was 80 aggressive that the Tiet Ceng were forced to withdraw.
8eacnd Lisutenant Wallace then led his patrol acrose an open
rice paddy, skillfully executing fire and movement in pursuit

of the insurgent force. The Tlet Cong squad joined an estimated
platoon size force who wer2 well entrenched., Second Lieutenant

Wallace directed effective artillery fire and air strikes on ths
hestile poaitions. When the supperting fires lifted, Second
Lieutenant Wallace led his squad in an assault and was met by
intense awtomatic weapons and mortsr fire which forced him to
withdraw, In the withdrawzl, one fire team leader fell wounded
in the open rice paddy. Without hesitstion, Second Lieutenant

- Wallgce ran into the open rice paddy to aid his wownded comrade
and was woundad in the leg before ke c¢culd reach him. Unmind-
.fal of his wound, Second Lieutenant Wallace got up and centlnued
toward the wounded man. X8 he approached the stricken seldier,
be killed two Viet Cong wha were also attempting to reach the
wounded man. Pully exposed to the intense Viet Cong fire con-
contrated on him, he aided the wounded seldier. Seécond Licutenant
Wallace was mortally wounded by hostile automatic weapons fire,
while agsisting his wounded comrads to safety. Due tc hlz courage,
inspiring example, and his leadership, he was instrumental in
saving the life of a fellcw soldier and accowunted for twenty-
geven Viet Cong killed. Second Lieutenant Wallace's unimpeach-
able valor in close combat against a aumerically superior hostlile
force 'was in keeping with the highest traditions of the military
service and reflects great credii upon himself, his uvnit, and
the Urdted States Army,.
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