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Date ac:t.ioa: J+. Ft,brual7' 1966 
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Reasons For gal.lantry- ill action: Second Lieu.t.ena.nt; 'Wal.lace distillguish�d 

h.i.Inselt on 4 F'ebruar., 1966 'While L9adiD.g � squ.,.d size p:i.trol on 
a ro\ltine search o� several villages in the B1ipublic o.r. Vietn8Jll. 
At a�tefy 14.J0 hours as Second Lieutenant. Walla..;:� 1 a squ.ad 
a.ppr-cached a vl.l...l.a.ge, they lo'eN! su.Menly engaged by- &Jll8.ll ;Lt"ltls 
Bnd automatic ,qeapons !1.r& b7 M 93'1;,i.ma�d Viet Cong &q�d • Ex
�:in,g h-i.Jml.el.r to the dea..d.lJ' illsurgent fire., Sec.end Lieutmia.l\t 
Wall,a..c.e led an asaaUlt cm the ho�tile position:!,, The as&&ult 
wa:s ao· a.gg;re�$i'W thllt the v:iet C¢ng were torced to -.ithdra'W'. 
Seaond. 'Lieu.tenant Wallace then J..sd his patrol aero&& an open 
rice paddy, tskilltull1" sx.e�t.ing fire .and. J110Veme.nt in pursuit 
o! tbe insurgent force. the Viet Cong squa.d 3o1ne<1 a.n estilnated 
platoon ai�e t:orce -who weN '1'8-ll ent,riencbed. Second Lieut-en9.tlt 
�ll.Ace directeo eff�ct.i-rc &rtillery .f'i.N? and air i;t�i.ke., on the 
hc;ietili poa.itio03. When the eupporting !ires lifted., Second 
Lie\l.t.enant. Wall.ace led hi..9 aqua.d ill. an ul!la'\llt and -wa.� ID1tt b1 
i.n:tense a.ut0ll8t.1c .weapons ruld mort.ar .f'i� llhii:h .to:r-ced him t.o 
withd.ra.v, In the ld.thd.ra'W3.l.t <;l)e !i.?-t9 te-.a.D. lea..der fell wounded. 
in the open rice padd7. Without.. he�itation., Sec;ond Lie\lte:Mnt 

• ,:&U&ce ran 1nt.o the open r1ce pad� t? aid hi:; wollnded. c omre.d.e
and �a.s 'll"Ounded in the l�g betort\ b& ccqld reach him. Umoind.

·� o! b.i5 vound. Second Lieqt.enant Wl\ll.aco got \lp and continued
toward the wounded ma,n. .ls he a.pl'.)roached t.he etricken so.ldier, 
h& killed tw Vi.et � Who we� a.l.so a.tteupting to reacll tha 
wounded man. Ful.l.y. exposed to the :illtense 'li•t. c�� fire con
cent:rat.� on_ h1m, he aide'1 tl)e� wounded s0l.d.ier. �cond Lieutenant
Wall.ace vae nirtally wounded bf hoeWe &'Qtomtic weapons .fire., 
-while aos�tihg his 'Wounded Co="$de to sa.fet7. Due to h.a colil'"-Se,
wpiring ex.QI!lpl.e., and his l.e6.dership-., he was i.n.'Strwnent.al in 
eaving the lil'e o.r a fellov soldier and accounted for- t-went;y-
seven V.ie'c. Cong kill.ed. second Lieutena.rxt t.al.l..aee 1 e uolmpea.ch
able valo:t' in clo:,e cO!Dhat &ga.1.n:Jt II lll.lm8rical.1J' superior ho!5t1.le 
forc;e ·wali in keap.ic.g with t.be nigh.eat tra.ditions o! the mllt..,·u-y
seM'ice and renact& great credit upon b.imel!, his uni.t, and 

, -the United statee �. 

Copyright 2017 by Ryan Niebuhr @ 2ndbde.org or as attributed.


	Page 1



