DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTM AT STATES ARNE VIETNAM
APO 3an Prencisco 96307

15 June 1966

AWARD OF THE STLVER STAR
(POSTHUNCTS)

1, 17C 320, The following AWARD 1a anmounced.

SKAPINSKY PRIVATE FIRST CLASS United States Army
Co 4, 24 in (Ab:S 5024 Inf, lst Bde, 101st Abn Div, i %347

AWarded:. "Silver Star (Posthmmously)
Date:actich: 20 April 1966
Theater: Ropablic of Vietnaz
Redsen: Por gallantry im action: Private First Class Skapinsky dis-
tinguished timgelf on 20 April 1966 during s wission to secure
& Janding zone for 4 heliberne operation near Phap Thiet,
Republiec of Vietran. Whils manning his position in the defen-
sive perimeter around‘the projected lamding zZobs, Private First
CQlass Siapinzky detected & Viet Cong squad attexpting te pepe~
_trate the porimcter, &fter notifyine his patrOl leader of the
sitnatien, he contentrated a hail of fire onto the surprised
‘insurgenté. The insurgente quickly d3spersed into the jungls,
leavring two dead behind. .Private First Class Skapinsky wvol-
urteored to move forward with two other.men in search of the
desd Viet. Copg, After reaching the dead Viet Cgng, Private
first Class Skapinsky agaim detacted tovement to his freat only
. moponta-before the Vist Cong launched a two pmoged attack,
Due to hie alertmess, hils comrgdes were prepared %o repulss the
Viet Caxg, 8nd kKllled Pwo more insaurgents.- When intense hostile
fire was ‘received. fraz a treeline to-their frunt; Private Rirst
Class Skapinsky, with eomplete disregard for his safety, covered
_the withdrawal of hls camradee wntil he was mortally woumled,
" Private Firet Class Skaplosky's extisordinary haroiss in close
combat against a nmumerically superior hostlle force was in keep-
_.Ang with the nighest traditions of the military service and
réflects great credit upon him=elf, his wnit, and the Urited
States Lray.
Aqthority: By directicn of ths President under the provisions of the ict
of Corgress, approved ‘¢ July 2918,
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