HEADQUARTERS
TNITED STATES ARMY VIETHAN
APG Sar. Francisco 96307

CEMERAL ORDERS 30 September 13566
FUMBER 5642

AWARD OF TEE SIZVER STAR

1, 7C 326, The following AWARD &s announced,

LEATHERS, WATIE PRIVATE FIRST CLASS E3 United Stetes Army
Co A, 2d En (Abn), 502d Inf, 1st Bde, 1Clst Abn Div, APO 96347

Awerdeds Silver Star

Date action: 15 August 1965

Theater: Republic ¢f Vietnanm

Reason: For gallantry in actlor; Frivate First Class Leathers diatinguished
himgelf on 15 August 196f during a scarch and destroy missicn near
Tuy Hoa, Republic of Vie . A5 his unit was maneuvering through
the denge Jungle torrain,\it suddenly recsived intense Yist Cong fire
from a cave, During the Iritial engagemsnt, two soldiers were ror—
tally wounded., Whén he attempted to pull the casualties to cover,
the Viet Cong began to deliver fire directly at him, MNevertheleass,
he cantinued until he was wounded by Viet Corg gremads fragments, A4Al~
though he was wourxded and in great pain, Private First Class Leathers,
with copplete disregard for his safety, Jumped to his feet, ckarged
the insurgent position, and killed one ¥iet Cong. He then approached
the cave and poimted his weayon through an aperture amd fired, As =
result, he ¥dlled two more Viet Cong and silenced ths insurgent em~
placemsnt, Through his courage, he contributed irmeasurably to the
success of the mission. Private Pirst Class Leathers' exiraordinary
herolem in close cambat against a2 hostile force wes in keeping with
the highest traditions of the mllitary smervice and reflects great
credit upon himself, hla unit, and the Uniled States Amy.

Authority: By &irection of the President under the provisions of the Act of

Congress, aprroved 9 July 1918.

POR THE CCMMANDIR:
RICHARD J. BEITZ

Brigadier General, US Army
Chief of Staff

S. A, MackKRNZIE
Colaonel, AGC
Ad jutant General
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