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Awarded s Silve'r Star 
Date e.cticn; 15 AugU5t l96i 
Th�ter: ReJ)ublic ol' Viet.na.m 
Re&son: Fol:' gallantry in actiori; Fri.,-ate First Claes Leathers diitlng\1.iahed 

himaelf on 15 August 19
�

1.l.l".ing a search And dee:troy- mis&icn near 
Tuy Hoa, Re?)blic of Vie • As his unit -w-as m.'.lneu�erlng through 
the deru,e jungle torra:ln., · t sudden13'" n?eeived i.ntcmse Vicst Cong !1:r:-e 
.from a cave. Puring the initial. engagement, two soldier6 'l(e:t-e r.ior­
teJ.ly wound�d. nh�n he a.t.tell:pted to pull t.he casualties to co'9'el', 
the V1et Cong began to deillyer fire directly at .b.i.m. Heverthelese, 
he continued. until. he was �ounded by Viet Cong �ne.do fra�nt�. Al.­
tho� he was wourxled and in gN.a.t pain, Privat.l!lo First Class Lea.ther.:s, 
l'rith collJPl!?'te diarega� for his safety, jumpoo to his .feet, cmreed 
the insurgent J)Oeition, ond killed one Viet eons. HeJ then a:pproachod 
the cave and point.eci his wea�n tlm:lugh a.n 6l)el'"t..ure a.rxl fired. As e. 
result, hs killed Q.·o mre Viet C.or>.g and Gilencad th& insurgent em ... 
pl.acemaht... through hi� c�e, htt contributed iomea�uxa.b� to the 
�c:cee& oi" t.he miss.ion. Pl-i�te F:i..l'8t Clnss Leathe:rB 1 extre.ord.inary 
heroi&ln in e1oae combat against & hostile rorcG was in keeping with 
th& highest t.raditio.n:s ot the lld.llta.ry am-nee SJlj, .re!lecte great 
credit upon him.sel!, hia unit, an:i the United State� Army. 

Authority� By d1.rection of the President un:lei- the prt,visiotm of the Act o! 
Cong:res�, approved. 9 July 1918. 

FOR -nm COl�: 

s. A. >la<:.l<�ZlE
Colonel, AOC
Adjutant Genoral

RlCRAlID J. SEITZ 
Brigadier Genera.l, US Ara!:,
Chier of Staff 
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