DEPARTMEMT OF THE ALY
HRADQUARTERS ONITED STATES amMY VIETILG
APO San Francisco 36307

CRIERAL (REERS 24 August 1966
NUMERR 5455 ?

AWARD CF THE SILVER STAR

1, 710 320. The following AWARD is anncunced,

MC NBALY, JASKSOMN SERGEANE E5 United States Aty
Co A, 24 Bn (Abn), 5024 Inf, lst Bde, 1Olst Abn Div, APG
968 rdeds’ Silver Star
Bate actian: 20 April 1966 to 21 April 1968
Theater: Republic of Vietnan
Reasons For gallantry in action: Sergeant MelNealy distinguished himself
fran 20 April 1966 to 21 April 1946 whils serving as 2 patrel
leader during 3 recannziesance mission noar Phan Thiet, Republic
of Vietnam, As hip pairol was maneuvering through the Jungle,
the point man detected a Viet Cong force moving towards them,
Sergeant McNealy immediately established an ambush. As the Viet
Cong approached within a few meters of the patrol, tha ambush
camenced ard five insurgemts were killed instantly amd ths rest
vithdrew to & treeline, Bposing himself te the hostile fire,
Sergeant McNealy skillfuily directed suppressive fire imto the
treeline until a large Viet Cong element reoiaforced the btelea-
guered ingurgents., Reallzing the serlcusnees of the situatdon,
Sergeant McKealy, with camplete disregaxd for hils safety, dached
thrcugh intense Viet Cong fire across an open area 1n sesarch of
8 better pooition. After finding & vantege point, he sprinted
back to hie patrol and led them through the imtense hostile fire
to the new position where they zet up a defensive perineter and
routed the Viet Cong fores, On the following day when two men
were wounded by Viet Cong fire, Sergeznt McNealy exposed himselfl
ard admirdstersd firat aid to hls stricken camrades. Although
be was woundod himself, be refused medical evacuation wthil bis
carnrades ware treated, He then walked unassisted 700 meters te
the evacuation site. Through his courage and outstanding leader-
sbtdp, tie contributed immeasurably to the success of the miszaion,
Sergeant McNealy's extraordinary heroism in closs ccmbat against
a ticstile force wae 1n keeping with the nighest tradltions of
the military service and reflects great credit upon himself, Ris
unlt, and the United States Aray.
Authoritys By directlon of the President under the provisions of the Act
of Congress, approved 9 July 1918,
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