DEPARTMENT OF TIE ARMY
HRADQUARTERS MU TED STATES ARMT VIETNAM
APQ San Francisco 96307

CENERAL OIOEDS

15 September 1966
INBRER 570},

AWARD OF THE SILVER STAR
i, TC 320. The following AWARD is amowunced.

JOENSQN, JBRRY L. SERGEANT K5 United States Army
Ca 4, 2d Bn (Abn), 5624 Inf, 1st Bde, 1Qlst Abn Div, APO 96347

arded: 3ilver Star

Date aéticn: 7 Jume 1966 to 9 June 1966

Theater: Ropublic of Vietwam

Beason: For gallamtry in action: Sargeant Johmson distingeished Mmmelf dur-

' ing the period 7 June 1566 to 9 June 1966 while servirg as platoon
sargeant. of = platoon on a cambat operation near Dakx To, Republic of
Viotnam, Sergeant Johnson'e uwpit was to provide security for an ar—
tillery battery which was reeeiving intense hostile fire. Upon ecomtact
wiih the insurgents, Sergeart Johoscn immediately deployed nis men to
form a defensive perimeter. During the enswing fire fight, Sargeant
Johnson perscmally killed three Viet Cong with hard grenades., When the
right side of the perinmster was in danger of being overrun, Sergeant
Johnson, with' camplete disregard fcr his safety, braved hostils machine
fuan {ire as bhe moved to within five feet of 2 Viet Cong emplacement .he-
fore destruying the tamker with hard grenmades, Me then alkdllfn]ly di-
rected artillery fire on the rcmaining insurgents. Shortly after this,
he exposed himself to hostlle fire while leading a squad eato a h411
occupled by thwe Viet Gong. In the assault, he killed two more Tiet
Gong. Through his heroic efforts, he inspired his men to press their
attack amd take the hill. On @ June 1966, Sergeant Johnson again
risked Ids life as he led his platoon forward to help ancther embattled
company, While moving up a hill toward the besieged coupany, he halted
his platocn amd crawled to within three meters of a hostile machine
gun position., Whep the insurgent fircd at Sergeant, Johnson, ha promtly
returned the firo, Kdlling the Viat Cang, Sergeant Johnson's esxtraor—
dinary heroism .in close cambat against a hostile force wzs in keeping
with the highest traditions of the military service amd reflects great
credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States Armmy,

Authority: By direction of the President under the provisions of the Act of

Congress, approved 9 July 1918,
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