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Jl't'il@} OF THE SILVE'l1. S'tAk 
( FOSTr!UH)US) 

1. TC J20. The followi..ng AWARD is a:onou.nced.

f.C'Nl-.xN, JOi1N D. Ill.                      5El1.0Wr ES United Shter; Arrizy­ 
Co A> °'r.1 Bn 502d In:t, 173d J\011 Bde (Sep), A.PO IJS forces 96250 

A-warded: Silve� Sta.r {Posthumo��ly) 
Dat� actioo: 9 February 196b 
'thea.t�: Re;rublic. of 'il'iet� 
nea�n: For ga..Uantr;y in o.ction: Sergeant &n.'Qan d.iatingui.$hel;i hi.Jnself' 

on 9 February 1966 while 6erving 4B a member of & compruiy �ose 
&lission was to r�lieve the pre.&aure on i'rienaly elements that 
were pinned down by a nuinericallj� a�pertor Viet Cong rorce in 
the Vicinity of T\l.y Hoa, Repu�c or Vietnam. A.t app1•0.:cima.tel.J" 
1100 hou.?'6 1 ,.,,bile his pl.e.tocn -was m3.neuve-ring aJ.ong a tree lirt0 J 

they were attac��d by all �ntrenched and well CaJru>ufl.a.ged �iet 
Con& !"orce-. A.is the pl.atoon advMced, it c&:IL.e UJ)On .e.n oi)en 11.rea. 
Reall:iiing that h1s men must. cro�$ the h&tar<ioua a.l'�a to &!>sist 
the ct.lier el.eil'lent� 1:1..0d wu te t.he oo:i\pa.ny, Se�geant Oo'1'!Mn r-a.1-
lied hia &OP;J'! and perecnall.y l� t.h� across the oi:i� area. 
Whil� le-adw.g his �n, Ser,t;:e,e,nt BO'lf.lllat> -.,a.s l!lOJ'tally 'l,"(:LU'.ded. 
His courag�ous a.ct.ions, which hoo forced the Viet Ccng to con-
centratd the1r fire on nuxi., enabled. the platoon 163.dar to :mn.n.-
euV'e.r A s�a.d. to t.h$ tla.llk &nd O'\l'erru.rt tile ins-urgent poa:it.ion. 
As .r. re&ult three Viet. Cong 11rere killed Md a .ma.chine gun ...-as 
caJ)tu.r0d.. Hi& 1.ns;ir.i.ng lea.de;re,l\1.p llfu.lt receiving inten!e 
hostile !ire,an� devotion to duty at the cost o! his lite, oon­
trib\lte� i.mu1ea&u.rably to the �ucces� or th� mi6sion. Serg�t 
B�'� �ct1.on� we�e in k�eping with the highes� tracliuon� 
o.f tho rr.il.1.t..ry service and reflect great credit upon hiJl'tsel:l: J 

his unit, and the U.llitod S"tateis ti.m.y. 
A.ut.�rity: E::, dir�ction of the Fu:,i!!ent llllcter the provisions of the 

Act of C�r��sJ approved 9 July 1918. 

OFF!ClAL: 

1st Lt, A� 
i\sst Adj General 

RICH.IJI.D J. SEll'Z 
Erigadier General, US �r'lcy' 
Chief of St.'3.fi' 
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