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1. 71C 320. The following AWARD is annouriced.

BCnAN, JOHN D. I1X SERCEANT E5 (Undted States Arngy
Co A, 24 Bn 3024 Inf, 173d ibn Bde (Sep), APC U3 Farces §6250

Awarded: Silver Star {Posthumously)

Late sctioas 9 February 1966

Theater; Republic of Vietnam

fleasons For gallantry in action: Sergeant Bownan distinguished himself
on 9 February 1966 while eerving as s member of a eompany whose
mission was to relieve the pressure on friendly elements that
were pinned down by a numerically auperior Viet Cong force in
the vicinity of Tuy Hes, Repuolic of Vietnam. At approximstely
1700 hours, while his pirtoon was maneuvering along a tree line,
they were attacked by an entrenched and well camouflaged Viet
Cong force. As the platoon advanced, it came upon an opeh area.
Realizing that his men wust croed the hazardous area Lo sssist
the other elements end unite the coapagy, Sergeant Dowman ral-
lied his wen and perscnally led them mcross the open area,
While leading his men, Sergesnt Doveman was mortally weunded.
His courageous actions, which had forced the Viet Ceng to con-
centrate thelr fire on him, eradled the platoon lsader to man-
cuver & squad to the flack and overrun the insurgent poaition.
As & result three Viebt Cong were killed and a machine gun was
captured. His inspiring leadarship while receiving intense
hostile lire,and devotion to duty at the cost of his life, con
tributed immeasurably to the suceess of the mission. Sergeant
Bovwman's actione were 1n Keeping with the highest traditions
of tho military seérvice and reflect great credit vpeon himsel{,
his unit, and the Undted States army.
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