HEADQUARTZRS
URITED STWTES ARMY VIBTKAM
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ULNERAL CROBRS

18 May 1968
KUYBER 2981
AWARD OF Tk SILVER STAR
1. TC 320. Thz following AWARD ie announced,
LAGUANIA, JOSE 5. STAFF SERGEALT B8 United States army

Co 4, 2d Sn (abn), 5024 Inf, 1tt Bde, 1C1zt Abn Uiv, AFC US Forces 9435L7
hwarded: Silver Star

Cate action: 9 Fetruary 1366
Theater: Reputlic ef Vietnam
isason: For gallaatry in action: 5Staff Sergeant Laguana distinguisred
himself ocn ¥ Fecruary 1966 while serving as a platoon leader
in the Aepublic cf Vietnam. Oa Lhis date, elexments of the
gocond platcon were engaged Ln a vicioue f[Sre [igkt with ar
entrenchad Viet Cong force armed with automatic weaapona and
vachine gquns. As the hostile fire grew in intensity, the
second mlatoon and the commani element were pinned down. The
firet platocn was called te moneuver to Lhe right along-a
creek bank and destroy a hostile pozition. Viet Cong machine
gun iire pinned down the [irst platoon alsc. AL this time,
Stafl Sergeant Lapguzna located the hestile machine pun and,
with complete disregard for nils safety; noved couwrageously
around the Viel Cong machine gun positien. After approaciing
to within 20 meters of the hostils rosition, Staff Sergeant
Leguana braved almest tertain death by clarging through in-
tense machine gun fire as he asssulted the hostile empIacesme-tc.
Staff Sergeant Laguans's courage resultad in the death of two
_Viet Cong, the capture of s mAchine gun, an automadic rifle,
Tand a rocket launcher, Because cf als heroie acticns iwne
rinned dowvn elements were atle to advante, rout the lneurgents,
and continue their aission, Bhraft Ssrgpant Lagudnals urume
peachable valor in close combat against @ nuperically svperior
. hostlile force was In kKeeplng with the highest traditions of
the military service and reflects great crediv wpon himself,
his unit, and the Unlted States Army,
Agthority: By direction of the President under ths provisione of the
Act of Conpiress, approved 9 July 1218,
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