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AWARD CF THE SILVER STAR

(POSTHUMOUS )

1, TC 320, The following AWARD 1is announced,

VACZI, ALEX E.  FIRSY SERORANT E8 UOaited Stetes iry
cocg,'zd. Bn, 5024 Inf, lat BEde, 10let 4dn Div, APO US Axmy
dwarded: Bilyer Star (Posthuseusly)
Date amction: 6 Pcbruary 1966
ZTheatext Republic of Vietnem
Reason: For gallantry in ectlon: Fivet Sergeant Vaczi distinguished
himeelf on 6 Februsry 1956 while participating on a search and
dagtrey operation et Canh Tinh, Republis of Vietnan, At approz-
inzately 1800 bours, hie unlt reoseived an intense volume of
pechine gun fire from vell—concealed end heavily-fortified Viet
Cong pesitions near the village of Canh Tink. Realizing the
irperative naed to locate and eliminate the hostile emplacements
as quickly as posaidle to minimize casnalties to his unit, First
Sergeant Vaczi moved about the battlefield acd placed his troopers
in pesitions from whioh they could eflfectivoly engnge the ¥iet
Cong that he wae adble to locate., In cne inatance a well-ccnoocled
maohine gun fired on the left flank of his unit, To losate this
heotile machine gun bunker, he braved almost eertain death by
Ly exzosing himaolf, and than delivered axtremaly accurcte
fire cr the hoatile emplacement to force the ¥iet Cong to abandon
the position., Despite the protests of all those around bipm, Firat
Sergoant Vaczi persisted in exposing himself to the hestile fire
while locating and dipeoting effective fire on the Viet Copg pomi-
tiona, He continually encouraged end inepired his men tc meet the
hostila fire with a deternined eggrassiveness, While moving from
one men to another, Pirs% Sergeant Yaczi wns mortslly wounded.
Even tnoughk he-sacrificed his own life, his leadership inspired
the plateen te locate and effactively engage the concealed hostile
vositicnde First Sergeant Vaczl's gallant acticre cn the fisld
of dattle were in keeping with the highest traditioms of the military
service and reflect great credit upon himself, hic unit, and the
United States Avay,
thoritys By direcotion of the President under the provisions of the Act
of Congrogs, arproved 9 July 1918,





