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APC US Forces 96;07 

� OF '£RE ,SILn;§. STAR 

1. fC :,20. fn.e !'ollO'lting AWARD is announced.

WlG:!DWf, M:Sl::a'l' R.                    PLATOON 51:RC�IIJIJ:' E7 Un.it�d State:; Arr:ry 
Co B, 2d En (Abn}, 502d Inf, 1�t Bd.e, 101st Abn Div, APO US Foroas 96341 

A\'l'e..:rdod.1 Silver Star 
D�te .!l.Ction2 24 Jc.rroa.ry 1966 
�beatert RO!)'ll-l:>lic of V'ietn.ar.-. 
Rea:sOl'ls Fol' ga.l.laotcy in. Mti.o.n: Platoon Sergeant !'iigtlt,in.'\tl d.ii:iti.ngufohen 

himself on 24 January 1966 fl'hile s�rvih8 a� act� platoon lead.er 
d� n m:ssion to relieve a.n el8lll&it of � a'tn�shed :patrol. t'l.!!a.T 
� Xoa. t Republic c:,f Vi.etl'Ul.m� On thb date, Pl.!\toon Ser6e�t 
JigntMn' .s platoon Ifs.a IIIO'V'i� to join it� p�"tt ,�it wh.en b.i s 
�Q.:r security �ua.d. wa.s a."'O�!l.ed.. H� illlCledia.tiely led hi:) men 
t�"O'Ugh flooiied riee l)!id�ic,t) be.ck t01l'ard. the b�lea,guered sq\la.d. 
Aa ti.Et .ind hit 10en ne-a.2"ed. tb.e J)irtl'led d.ovin elei:i.ent, the Viet Con,g 
fire beca.mQ oo� inte.nsa-. .A!te:r skill!ull.r cl.C?ploying lli& J)lntoo:n 
to give lri.m. fire !$\WI>Ortr Plator.m Sergeant Wi.giltman, with eom:pletG 
cli:;:::-eg�rd !'or trl.s per�o.l)S.l :safety, moved �"")'.'es:\iVel.y tb:rough 
h.eavy Viet Cong fira an.4 ditected the e�.:.cua�ion or th� •ounded to 
a. nea.rby la.ndi.ci.ir zone. I/hen lleavy 'Viet Coht; tire forood awa:,r the
in�olllillg t.).edical eYa..cuation �elicopter, Platoon Sergoa.nt Wig��
i�iat�l� CAlled fo� t�ot1cal air &uppo�t. As the a1Ycrs!t
approached the 'ba:ttl� a.�ea.� Platoon Sergeant l'i'ightrne.n 3kilU'ully
di�cted ef.fectlvc nir �t:rikes and maneuvered. his £0:roe �a.inst
tile in.Su.rteJlt troops. Prot.ipbl.,y e..!ter the .iir stri.kes, he led hi� 
men 1n an. 1.1.ggl'esaiv� atiack� d.estr��ed the ih$urgeot positions,
and routed tl'l� Viet cona. Th..."'oU&t .. hi.s oCJU..�f, and O\.tt!.te.ndi�
lea.dereh:1.y , .fire �uperi.ori.ty � regained wer the i.!leurge.nt
troopc and the caSU;)ltie� oJ.' the belooguored. �c;.uad 1ter� s'll.cces:s
f\ll.ly evacuated. Platoon Setgeant WightMn I a 1.:niuli,eachnble va.lo:
in aloee oomba.t agzg.inei a au�f'!J:i.or boetil� .foroE' W!l ii'! xeepi.ag
m th the h.igh.�st tror..1tio.:1� of tno lllili tary servico SJ'lrl -re!l�cts
g-r-ea.e. credit upon t.iiroelf'� hi.c1 unit, a..'1i1 tne ll'nited. Str,te� A.r;rzy.
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