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CGENFRAL ORDERS 16 ¥ey 1966

AYARD OF THS SILVER STAR
1« IC 320, The folloming AWAID is aniouvnced.,

WIGAIMAl, RODBERT R. PLATOQN SZRCEANT BY Uritwd States Argy
Co B, 24 Bn (Abn), 5024 Inf, 1st Bde, 1015t A%n Div, APC US Forces 95347

Avaxded: Silver Star

Date action: 24 Jermary 1966

Theater: Ropublic of Viethas

Reazons For gallantry in action: Flatoon Sergeant Vightman distinguiched
himgelf on 24 January 1956 while servirng as acting platoon lesder
during o mission to relieve an element of an ammushed patrol near
Tuy Hea, Republic of Tietnam. Or this date, Platoon Sergeant
Tigatoan's platoon was moving to join ite parent noit when his
rear security squad was amdushed. He immediately led his men
through floodled rice paddies bDack toward the heleaguered squad.
43 e and ©is men neared ths pimned down element, the ¥iet Cong
fire became nmore intense. After skillfully deplayings his platoon
to give him firs support, Platoon Sergeant Wightman, with complete
disregard for his persoaal safety, soved aggresaively through
heszvy Viet Cons fire and directed the evacuation of the wounded to
2 nearty lendirg zone. When heavy Yiei Cong fire forced away the
incoming nedical evacuation helicopter, Platoon Sexgeant Wighkiwan
irrediately called fox tactical alr support. As the aircraft
approached the battle area, Platoon Sergeant Wightmen skilifilly
directed offective air atrikes and maneuverel his force against
the insucgect troops. Prouaptly after the air strikes, he led hig
men tn an ageressive attack, destrnyed the insurxgent positions,
and routed the Ti2t Cong. Throush his ctuzage and oubstending
leaderchip, fire superiority was regained c¢ver tte insurgent
troops and the casualties of the beleaguored acuad were success-—
flly evacuated, Platoon Sexgeant Wightoan's inimpeacha®la valor
in ¢loge combat againet a zuverior hostile force wus in xeeping
vith the highest traditions of tno wilitary service and reflects
great credit upon binmelf, his wnit, end tae United Statea Army.

Authorifys By direction of the President under the proviaions of the Act

of Comygrass; approved 9 July 1918,
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