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AVARD OF THS SIIVER ST4R
T PCSTHMOUS )

l. TC 320, %he following AVARD ix announced,

AT ORAY, STEVENW P, STAPP SERGREANT E§ Onited States irmy
Ce 3, 20 Ba {8tm), 5724 Iaf, Lot Bde, 1D1st idn Div, 4PO TS Fomces 06347

Awexrded:

Silver Stax (Postrummnzly)

Date aciicn: £ February 1966

Mheater:
Pesseon:

Republic of Vietnan

For gallantxy in aotlon: 8%aff Sergeant Mellohan distinguishod
himself on & Pedruary 1948 while cerving as weapons squad leader
or. & 3s3xen and destr»oF creration near Canh Tinl, Repubiic of
Tietnaw, Ll approrxipataly 1100 hours, his unit received en in-
tense volune of macaiue gan fire from well-concealed and heavily
forzifiad Tiet Cong poeiticna near the village of Carnh Tinb.

Staff Scrgsant Mollahzn unbesitatingly took the squed nearest

him and aareuvered soward the insurgent= fluak. Ie inapired the
troopred ke follem his rgeiessive pxanple as ‘they began to agsault
thie hostile pesitinng. dowever, tho Viet Corg rhifted some of
thair $irw to the advarcing squzdl, and the mecmentun of their
acsgult faltered., Siatf Seogeant Mollohen then quickly moved Lrxrom
= %0 man, vhile cermpletely axpeaod tc the hostile fira, and
e5tablished Lirve mupewmicrliiy over the icmaurgents. 45 the bvattle
racgressed and o plotnon was waneuverihg, Staff Sergzant Mollohan
again exposed hipealf to intopse twstile fire te @irect nedical
addaen te the wouaded, In ome instonce he mmn neross Ny metexs
0f opdn Tice pAdly exd pulled cne of hix smunded man to the pro-
tectiva cover of 2 paddy dike 50 wmeldiral auidmen could &dminister
eid to nim. Az & new caneuver nlewent advanced tommprd the Viaet
Gorg tranches, ane of Sialt Serwoamt Mellohan's cuchins guns jamned
with & ruptured cartridge in the chambey, Realizing the importance
wf the fire power ot tMds oritioal moment, Stelf Sergeant ollohan
Tan Yrom aan te man $0 find £ cleaning rod +> clear the chambar

»f the jaomerd machine gun. TWhile sxpored to the intense hoatile
fire that was concentratod on him, he was mortgally wounded. [Kis
frotendns stamdna, exernpisgyy leaderahip, and perscnal courige
contributsd iaressuratly to the suscess of tiae misslon, Staffl
Sergaans Mollohan'z gullant actions on the f£ield of battle were

in keeping =ith the higheet trmditions of the nilitary service
and yefleet great credit wvnon hinself, his unlt, and the Onited
Stateo Anxy.

Authority: By direction ef ths Frescident under the provisions of tre

1B
Act of Gorgress, approved 3 July 1918,
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