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AWARD crp TRE SILV'lm STAR 

1. TC 320. The �lk,rlng J\llAPD La announce.d.

LO?-fC, CLAltEl.a D                                        FIRST LIE"Ul'Et-w«' lm'.Utt'ai'. 'Unlt:ed S'Cnte-a Amy 
Company c, :Zd eat talion (Airbol:'ne), 502d lnhllt.1:y, APO San P'ro.nci.sco 96347. Awarded: Silve.� Star 

D.,.te action, · 31 necelllbe.r 1966 
�ter, Republic of V!.etnam 
JZ.e4S◊l'l; G-"'11aot:ry in action: P'ir&t Li.e.ute.nant Long•s platoon had juat i:ooved 

te tba vicim.ty of tho �pons 11l&toon to receive. a reaupply and a.:1-
11:1�· a. det�noiWJ -position during tiWi!. forty�i.gb:t. hour N�w Yeal:'8 ��ce. 
� tho 11eo:,n.d h.elic:opter to auive del.lvered the reaupplyJ the 
landing zone i¥aS bit by nunero'l)s ro\lnel of "Cr.>rtar fire. Thia wu 
i'lllJ!'.ediately followed by an wtense vol'W.)e. of autQ111ati,: and 5mall &'t"al,3 
fire. 'Lioutem.'rlt Long 'Was aupervisi.ng the unloaru.ng of ·t;.h.e helic:opt:cr 
w� the first round& �11. He. ah.outed fox- nis 1!:en b taJs.c. c.c,-rer in 
a ditch and to return the fi�e.. Lieutenant Loug ran back &nd !or1::h 
along the ditch �&� himself repe.atedly to dire.ct the fire or h:Ls 
men. One of his troops was nit by a burSt of &utot:1atic wca.t>Oo.s .fire 
and wa& lying expoud to �ne.uiy fire ic. the l!U.ddle of the. landing zom. 
l.!.eu!:ene.nt Long, with COU\l>lete disregard tor his. person.al aalety, ran 
foNarcl fi:r:ing his M-79 at e�y posi ti.ona unt).l he. reached bill fallen 
coml'.'ade ., With the help of a non,.,coi::im.�s.ioned officcr 1 � !Xlved th.e 
wunded � to cover.,. H• then ran acrosa an open area to put b.i.s 
tll3chin.e. �n teama into act!on in 'better pc,11itions. \.lhen the initial 
tin. Jil'aAI s'Jl)p�seed• 'b.G called for a:rtilluy fi.e a.od directed guMhip 
strikes• He al8o �ue:stad an a.u ■tl:'il<e a.tld e..scr,oaed hiC1Belf to onipe.r 
fi� to tatter obserro alld adju:st the strike.. A.fter the battle Lieu
te.na.o.t 'Long reorganiz:�d t.h6 two platoons an6 supervised the. e.vac.u;:a,tion 
o.l the '\,'Otmded. Li.e:utel:L3.nt Long's outataD4�g f;':<lllMU)' in action and 
avld devoti1t1n to d'Cl.ty are. within the M.gMst military traditions �d. 
n;tlect. gt"Gat t?redit upon hi.11"8elt:, bis unit, and the U:nited State, A.ray. 

Authorf.ty: By direction of the Pruident uruler th� pt1:ivisi<;1ns of \1SAP.V 1-:e.osage 
1669S, 1 July 1966 and paragraph 27, All &72�5-l, 

(t)��lf,UWlU.lAH 18$ 
Colonel, 
Adjutant C ericml 

LDffi>r4 S. DOAn.m.I.G8.T' 
Colonel, GS 
Chief of staff 
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