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DAVID S                l:11l?ST t.I8UntWrr :mF.ANrtt 'Onit:,e.d St&t.e.\ Anr, 
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t 
2d Battalion (Airborn�), soid In.Cant;cy, Af}O Scm Franctaoo 96347. 

Awarded: SiLVi:!r Star (Firat Oak Le.a.t' Clust�r) 
Date Aeti.onr 6 Nowmber 1966 to� No�mber 1�66 
Theate.rr Rsp�blic of Vie.t:n::i.m 
Rea.son: Gallantry in actioc.: Fir.'lt L1euteoa11t Blodgett dieti.ngtJI.sh.e.<1 

himaelt .against All armi1 hostile. � on � Mo�r 1906 to 9 
tlo-oetllber 1966, near Tuy Roa, Republ:l(: of Vie.tQ&m. Wh.e:n the. '.I'b.:f:r-d 
Platooii of ha comp� � bl'Q�ht Qndel' fire• t.i£utenat,t Bl.o(l.eett 
was �iven the misBion of ta)::ing hi.a phtoon to re.inforce the 
�ed pl.J.toon. t.,ictrte.fl.ab.t Blodgett wu aggrc&stw.� pursui.ng 
the. 11ithdrmri.ng 6nem'J '!lbe.n ais ftlfrt.oon wa.s a'Udde.nly brought unde.r 
a haavr vol.� of ane� £ire fro.ii se:9eral eoo:ii:v positiona. Lieu.
tenant Blod&att personally le:.d the. mane.uwr element in a.n .attempt 
to ou.tflank the. CZ'\.eJ:I'/ position, thw, exposit(! hi,r;ii,elt to intc.11111� 
�Delll1 f1.re Oil lu�rousa o(:.CaSions 'While 1Unc.ting Ei.-c. 1.,ieu.tcnant 
Blodgett contin.uM te> le.E.d hi.B platoon and age;rcui.ftly purauod 
t'h.e. enemy by -cai.t\taining clo8c conh.ct ..;-ith th.e delas,� force.a ,. 

M darkness ax>�d in, L1e'l.ltenant Blodgett place.4 b.i.9 platoon Lnto 
an a.mt,ush po&itl.on until the. follO\l'ing "'rniJlg. 'lhen d&ylight h.aun 
arri,;,ed, Li.au.tenant nlodge.tt t:X>Ved hi.s phtoon down ,. ju:ngl4:, tn11 
opp�ximatoly three hundred 1DCt�� -when they were agei.n bniught 
und�r i.ntcn:,e. e.ne-aljr .fire.. When t� plo.tootl t!WlCUWt-ed lJ:i an attccq>t 
t.& outflal'lk the ene� pogitioNJ t one of the ne.n .3teppc� on � mine 
.md was se.ri.c�ly -wou��. 'I-Tith total disr�acl for: his own safety, 
Lieutenant lllodge.tt dB!lhed across the. ia.ine.ficW to hi..G vound&d 
cotnrad.e. 6Ild p,ert:ob.a.lly began to a6m..i.ni:Jter th.e ne.e.ded m<lical &id 
unt.il a �io cot1ld arri-vc. 1,ie.ute.c.ant lll.odgett then <:ondu�ted e.. 
�rsoxuil uea.rcb. of the minefialO and loc.nte.d aen.ral CIOt'e 1.1ine,s 
�hi.ch he. dcatroyed. >,:a 'Lieutenant Blodgett bege..n to nwrganize hi.8 
platoon, he rnc�i�d vo-rd from b.is c01:1paey c<>�er to 'CX)W. to a. 
ne.w podtLon. lle.ali:zing th.a1; his platoon w� exhausted, Lieutenant 
Blodgett sc't a Po9itive example b')I pe;::so:o.ally taking tl\a point man 
:position and leading his �tt to the. � f<>&i.tLon. 'Bi• unflinch� 
cour�e and dauntless l�dc.rahip �i.U.ty brings �e.at cre.dit upon 

.. . h�elf, hi.!'I unit Qild the. Unite.d Sta� .ArvrJ. 
Autho-rit:;yi Dy di�ction of the President l,Zl)de;r tlle prov:iJlioM ot t!SAAV . 

��ng-e. 16695� l JUl7 1966 a)1d paragr.aph 27, An. 672-.5-1. 
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