EEADQUARTERS
URITED STATES AT VISTHAM
APO US Forcee 66307

GENERLL CRDERS 2C Mey 1968
VILBER 2996 ey 1965

AWARD OF TFE SILVER STAR

i« TC 320, The following AWATD) is arscunced.

MELIQN, RCBERT €, FIRST SERCEAI™ £& Unitsd S4ates dwryy
Co C, 28 Bn (Abn), 5024 Inf, 1at Bde, 101ct Adn Div, APO T3 Fowwas G347
Amardedt Silver Star
Date actionr € Tetruary 1966
Theater: Repullic of ¥istnanm
Reason: For gallantry in action: Firzt Sergeant Melton cissingudalied
himself on € Februzry 1966 while serwing ax a IMrut Savgeant
during a comparny assault en the viilage of Cank QWirn, Repuililc
of Vietpar. At approximately 140C foars, as Firse So-rpsans
Melton's company goved from A river »ed,; a Vie” Cong roree
wileasbed a devastating volume of autonalic =majons live fova
well-fortified punkers., Firsi Sergeart elxon izmadiniely
jolned the compeny assawlt line, exposod himsell ie “he iatoase
Viet Cong fire as ke woved from oar 1o oan, chouvling words :of
encouragenent, and Cirested fire on the hostilas emplzrcpients.
First Sergeant Melton's irapiriay lecdavzhip uwotiveted the na-
and caused. them tc kecp the asuanit lirne movird ausmiessively,
When they neared the village, Fi—s® Sevpeant lklivsn mejoined
the command elemént and assisted in the conzyr:l cf the urit.

As they moved &cross a cie=—inr., he dizcovemed o sesiously

wounded scldier, Despite the interse Viet Ccag fire, Tlret
Sergeant Kelton carried the mounded can 39 metess te ta:
pafety of & dlke. When two coapanies mwere piuned doen oy
intenss hostile Tire froz mutwally wuppoiting Vist Cong tukers,
First Sergeant ¥elton moved ageressively oo mibhin 10 aweiers Al
one bunker, threw o grenade imh> i%, killed fouxr Tiet Cong, a-L
deatroyed the bunker. He ther. placed suppreszive 24xe o= o
cthar Wunkers while the elemsnte of tie vumpanies advapcad anl
destroyed the bunkexrs with tand grenades. Lase:. Fimeh Savzeant
Mclton organized tue two elewerls inds ore wiit =nd Genizored &
final tunksr, First Sergzanl Meizon's urixpagehslle valon in
close combat azainet a hostile Zemee wer i ksorig with She
histest tradditions of tus milliSery sérrizz aad o=licalz pmea?t
czadit wan himsalf, his anis, and the United Staltes Arwgy.

Authorityt By direction cf the Preosideni wsder the proviaions 37 the

Act of Congreas, approved § g+ 1912,
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