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U!TITED S'rATES A1tMI VIETNAM 
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AW'AlID OF 'lllB SILVFB STAR 

26 April 196h 

1.TC 320. The follo'Wing AWARD is anno'U'nc:e.i.

EMERSON1 ADmY 'E�                                 LmlJl'ENANT COLONEL INFAl'STRY Uni:t,i!d St..a.t� � 
1u-ic� 2d. Bn (Ahn), $02cl. Int, ht ate, 10ht .AM Divz A.PO l6 Force& <)6347 

A'WS.t"d ed : Sil-ver Star 
Ila. te actJ.on: 6 febr\2&I'y 1 966 
Theater: RQ'Pil'tllio of Vietnam 
neason: For gallant.cy 1n action: IJ.euten&.nt ColoMl &er:.on dietiDgili't,hed 

h:lln:,elf on 6 Febr\lA.1'7 1966 �e s� �:t coilillli3.nd.er of a bat
talion Which was engaged -.n..th s. well trained and hea'rl.ly ann.ed 
Viet. Cong bn.t.tallon ne&.r Canh Tinh, Republic o! Vietn::im. After 
di.reet1ng the bctie&l d.eplo,ment of hia el�ents., Lieu'tienant 
Colonel Emenon bec&in.eJ airborne ill a 11-1.J > a light ob=lervation 
hilleopter, to oontU\'Q.e the ef:! e cti ve control ot hie m&MUVering 
a�Ga�t troopa. l/hil� per!orming t_lri.i, oo(O"ageows a.ct,, Lieutenant 
Colonel mnerson 1 e e.i.l'c.raft .r�c:dved intenso aut.®atic weaporu, 
and Gall anne ground. fire. Despite thb, he rezaained r:Ner the 
battle OTeaJ ]Xi.n,-pointM hoatile el!lplac:emetlt s J and. a.nal.yzed the 
de-v-eJ.oping a1tuat.icna. )..ate thet dternoohJ the Viet CQng 
4unched a hea.vy assa'Ult o:n the frlendlJ force. A.t this t!me, 
Lieutenant Colonel Emerson lamed bis aircT&:rt on the fire ewept 
oottletield anc person.tlly dir�ot.ed the !'i" of hie troops 
)lftll.e repeatedly exr..osad ta int-ense hostile !ire. During the 
couree of action, Lieut.erisnt Col.onel. FlAe:r&on, with complete die
roga:rd. �or hie peraona.J. &a!et,y. fu.rth&r eXpo&ed hi.Jneol.:f to Viet 
OoOB 1'1re ,mile dir8ctJ.ng the medical evac\Jation o! wt>�ed. 
His outatanc!i.ng devotion to duty, per�.rJSr.l bra.very, and lea.4er
eh1p .oontributed inmuaa.surabzy to the ovehlhelming de!06.t or the 
Viet Cong in .that &?"$a. Lie�tem:nt Col.Mel. Drlenion •a gallant 
actions were 1n keeping with the highest t.ra.dition, of the 
military cservica al'Xi re!leet great credit upon him.selr, hia unit� 
aro the trn1.ted. States Al'Cy, 

Authority: nY' direction of tne P.reaident und&r the prov1ei01l8 of the 
Act of CongrMs, approved 9 JuJ.r 1 918 . 
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