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A'W� OF nm sn.vn STAR 

11 Pebl:'Wlry 1967 

1. TC 320, The following AWAIID ts a%ll!Ounced.

8.ANQ[EZ, J'UAtl Jll                     PltlVAI'E FIRST CLASS E3 Uci�d 8tatelJ Army Uead­
quarten and 1leadq1.1nrters Coq,.my > 24 Batta.lion (Airborne.) 502d Ihfantry, �o 
San Pnncisc:o 96347. 

Awa.ra�� Silver Star 
Date action; 2 February 1966 
Theater: Gallantry in action� Private Fittt Class Sallc'hez wae "' �r of

an e.le'mCnt CQT\Si.9ting of 11. \ti.re l�ing «a.tti .1nd one aq-uad f:rom t� 
uco'Qdo platoon which. h4d bun siven the tliuion of laying a eec.tion 
of wire. J\,11 the elec:rant approached a 11toall village it WM auddel\l.y 
brougtlt unde:r he:1vy fire fror1 an �ne-my ambush. Private Sanchez 
i�diate'ty becan to fire. 'ni.s '113Chinc gun lnto the erecir position.is 
only tet ha� it jam afte.r tleveral abort bu?;'ate, Re.aU..z� hw pre­
c.Ario\l.G tl-.e situation wa.!I beco'llling, Private Sanchez cha-rge.d throuah 
the ?!lllrdeWUG fire 8luJ obt,ain(?d 11 pistol ft'<ll!I hie Squad L�ader ax1d 
a.gain with co1CCI>let� di8regard for hi.e (!'Qn peri!ona.l safety retU.\"ned 
throuth. the .fi.i::e to ae.crure tb.8 right flank, Pl:'i'{)'a.to ,Sancbe.z again 
cxtX>i,ed b.ir.l.self to the interuJ(?. e.May fire, tiring a ro�t lautloe:he.r 
llhic:h be bad be.en caQying lnto OrE of the enemy mac:h!ne &Jn pos1tiona, 
killing sever& 1 of t� e� 60ldie.ra and ffl.Oclci1:1g out � u.a.chwe gem. 
l>t'ivutc S.nche.z tbell retumed to hi.a r:iachi"ro gun, b�ke. it dowtl, and 
<::or-rected the aaltnnction. 1,lhen tlie. 11g.Chi"M gun wM �tiih � it'lto 
operating condition Private Sanchez began dire.ctiflG su�preesiw fire 
into the ene11:t1 position. Afte-r a short period of t1'11c, Private S@chez 
was wo"Ul'ded in the 1� but ref�sed me.dic:.al aid an4 �llJ\ to ee.cu..re bj.s 
eq'1i�nt ao that it. would tlClt got into ene.my tumde. At thie ti1:1e 
Private. Sanchez obse.rvad that one ot hu comrade.a had be.en wutlde.d and 
lQ3' in an &xpooed u-ea. Pri•ata Sanchez. dia�arding hill C$n a4,fet.y 
and wouuda, crwled t.o the side o! Ma �unded coim:-Ade. ,and dragged h:u:a 
to all QNll where he could be evacu-atcd. Private Sancbe2 1e outatandlng 
display of c.oura.ge. a.no his devotion to duty e:t"!!- wlthln the b�st 
i;ii1it3cy trci.di.tions and reflect great credit upon hwe.lt, hie @.Lt, 
ana the United states Ar:lrJ::t. 

Autb.o-r1ty; By di.J"ectton of the Presldent under ttia pN"l71.sions <>f US.ARV Me..Ss�e. 
1669-5, l July 1966 nod par�i:-a.ph 27, Af1.. 67.2-5-1. 

FOR 'raB a:ll·•·f.AJQDim: 

ttJd��· . t11A4 

\Jll.LWl • S 
Colonel, 
Adjutant Ge:%1eral 

I.INTON S. OOA'lVRWl-tt 
Colonel, CS 
Chil!f of Staff 
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