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AWARD OF THE STLVZR STAR

1, TC 320, The following AWARD is annpounced.

SANGHEZ, Juan JR PRIVATE FIRST CLASS E3 Upited Stztes Army ‘ead-

quarters and Headquartere Company, 24 Battalion (Alrborme) 502d Infantry, ArO
San Francisco 96347,

Awsrded: Silver Star
Cate action; 2 February 1966

Tteater: Gallantry in actiony Private First Class Sanchez was 4 member of
an elewment consisting of a wire laying team and cne squad from the
recondo platoon which had been given the mission of laying a section
of wire. A8 tha element approached a small villafe it was suddenly
brought under heavy fire from an enewy ambush, Private Sanchez
imnediately began tw fire his machine gun Into the ereoy positions
only te have it jam after saveral abort bursta, 2ealizing how pre- m
carious the situaticn was becouming, rrivate Sanchez charged through
the murderous fire and obtained a plstol from his Squad Leader and m
again with corplete disregard for bis own personal safety returned
through the fice to secure the right f£lank, Private Sanchez again (\.
exposed bimsalf to the intense encay fire, firing a toecket launcher SN
which he bad been carxying into one of the enemy machine gun positions, ./
killing several of the eneny soldiers and knocking out the wachine gun.
Iriwate Sanchez then returmed to his oachine gun, broke ft down, and
corrected the maifunction., %hen the machine gun was again put into l
operating condition Frivate Senchcz began directing suppressive fire L
inteo the enemy position. After & short poriod of time, Private Janchez
waa wounded in the leg but refused medical mid and began to secure his
equipment so that it would ne% get into enemy bands, At this time (g)
Privata Sanchez observed that one of his comrades hed been wounded and F.\
ley in an exposed area. ¥rivate Sanchez, disregarding his own aafety W/
and wounds, crewled to the side of his wounded courade and dragged him
to at area where he could be evacuated, Private Sanchea's cgutatanding
display of courage and his devotion to duty are within the highest 4
pélitary traditions and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit,
and the United States Aruwy.

Authority:; By directicn of the President under tha provisions of USARY Message

16695, 1 July 1966 and paragraph 27, AR 672-5.1.
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FOR THE COIM-UNDZER:

CFFICIAL: LINTON S. BOATWRIGHT
cOlonel) GS
Chirf of Staff

AdJjutant General
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