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AWABRD OF THE STLVBR S
{First Dak leal Gluutem§
1., TC 320. The following AWAND is anncunced.

FDOFTZ2, LAVEERCE U PLATOOW SERGEART %7 United States Army Head-
guarters -and Headguarters .Company, 24 Battalion (Airborne)}, 5028 Infantry, ARQ
San Pranciscoe 96347
Avardeds Bilver Star (Piret Osk Leaf Cluster)
Date action: -28 February 1966 to 1 March 1966
Theaters Republic of Vietnam
Rgagont Gellantry in actioni Pletoom Sergsant Eoontz, Flateon Ssrgeant of
the MRacoado" platoam Heddguarters end Beadguarters Company, 24
Battelion (Atrbernme), (24 Infentry, wes given ths aission of secoring
@ landing toud dsep in Viet Jong infested jungle prior to a battalion
8izo operation the following day. Witk a Scuth Vietnamese Army
platosn atiteohed to his foroe late in the afteimoon of 28 Februvary
. 4968, -Sergeant Zoontz moved toward his objective 8000 metere awwy.
.+ " After moving approximately 3000 metera, the two point squads snd-
. . . Qenly came wodar heetile fire. ©Oorgeant Zoontz quickly and expertly
«w,’ .+ led twd equads fram the rear arvund the embattled front aquads im an
effort to out—{lank the ensgy. Shortly after moving toward his new
ebjeciive, his element came undor a marderous heil.of enemy fire.
*-With his elewent and the point squads pinned down hy avtomatio weapon
and machine gan fire, Bergeant EKoontz organized an asssult on the
antyunciedenomys When this fef{led and {t becawe spparent that bhis
waole force was eurreunded, Sergeant Econtz grathed &n 6O machine
gun ard tried to infilirate the anemy defunses. A9 he rose and ran
for the -tree }ine, he beosms the target of soversl enemy sutomatic
vegpona. Forced 0 crawl, Jorgeant Koontz ocontirned hie dsring .assault
anfl readhsd the onemy lines, His emmnition expendsd, and the enemy
regfouping for a charge, fergeant Zooniz tken returued to his platocom.
Bo agnini started out by himself, with a fresh load ¢of ammgnition, this
tine aspaalting a veaker portion of the cnexy defenses. Hie men,
inepired o ¢reat heighta by tuis extraordinazy act of gallanixy,
Taghed forvard- and overran the bewlldersd Viet Cong. Sexrgeant Koontz,
not-aatisfied with eimply freeing his platoon fram enamy fire, pursusd
the fletiing, dleorganiged ememy,  35ti1l carrying 4he wichine gun,’
Sergeant Xoontz killed thres Viet Cong %ho. trisd ¢o mske. s la.st dithh
staxw. agai.nst ‘the "inapired, aggmesive paratrooperss . e

" After.sxtTaoticn of the wonnded, the recende pla.‘tﬁcn tnem re-
crgadfeod and contimmed. their mission tovard the landing .zoms.:
'before reaching the mein objective, Sargeant Eoontz insdvert-
antly stepped ¥n o pan}l stake, However, be told n2 ome of -his injury
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and rofused wedicsl ajd. As ths recondo platoon app-oached the
landing zops, it egrin cems under hostile fire frox & small growp
of mtas. Sergeant Eoonta braved the witharing fize to position
himaolf closs enough to effectively call artillery fire on the
determived enamy. After the artillery was rifwed, he egain per-
sezally led an assaalt on the Viet Cong. Although Limping gaite
noticeably and obvicusly in great pain, Sergeant Koontz was able to
overrcn the enemy and thma gecure the landing zone for the forthe-
cozing sgpault. Through his untiring efforte and comspicucus -
6allantyy, the missfion wms aocomplished, an:l the battalion - 8ble
to land witheont ineident. Bergeant Rooniz's evid professiomalisn

and persopal intrepiditywre umparalleled. His actioms are in
keosping with the highest standards and treditions of ths allitaxy
gsryice axd refleot immeasuxtble cxedit upon bimeel?, his unit, and
ths Mnited States Ay,
duthoritys By aireciion of the President wnder the provisfons of USARV
Megsage 16695, 1 July 1966 end paregraph 27, AR 672-5-1.

FOR THR COHMANDER:

LINTON S. BOATVRIGHT
Brigedier Genexal, USA
{iﬂ‘ Criet of Stacy

GERALD L. OVEXSTEEER
Qolonel, AGO
ddjutent Gepersl
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