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J.�4• Silve.r Star (Fae� .Oak Leat Cl.uate:r)
Date acti�• •28 :rebraa.q 1966 to l Karch l.�66
T'Jlea.te:1 ff9publie of Vietr:iam
.Reason1 Gal.lantz:;r 1D aoti0n1 PlatOQJl Sergtia.nt lt'oont.:z., FLa.tcon 13argeu.t cf

th$ ".Qseona.o" $)l.atooD Hef.!quarler:a a.nc1 .Beadq_ua.rle.;re° Comp�, 2d. 
BrA-tt{l.liw (Airborne), 5024 I:ahntry-, wu ginn the msni<ln ot secar.bl8 
e,. lelnd.ilzg :i:one deep � Tiet 0� infested jungle prior to a ba.ttal.ion 
,1ze O,P8Mtio» the tolloVing day. With & S0'1:1.th V.ietname�e � 
_pl.a:tc,� o.tta.ohed to hie toroo late in tbB e.tte:i:noon of 2S hbr11M7 

,. 1966, -Slll:'gea.nt Kc>onb move cl tova.rd bU objebt.in 8000 m.ete'rs afti'S", 
• · · Uter .movi.ng a.pyz:�tely }000 meters, the two point .eq11tWS S'lld·

... �:lll..r· came � boi,Ul.e t'i.J;:e. Sergeant Koontz. quiekly � up41rl!T 
• .... _ _-:·-·led. twd .a-ci,'QAd.s:-ham tbe � anwJ.d tbt, ub&tt.led. :fi'ont aqaad:a in &n

�:r.t� to cmt-na:nk t.be 8nBJll1'• Shortl.,T attar mov.ing t01-'U'd h18 new 
olt�ooUvo, h.15 element O&llle u.ndc,r a. mn-4.etQl.8 bail· of Emellcy' fiN. 

· · W.ttb'bis element � th& poillt squads piluu)d dmm � a,.itm&tio -wes.p<m
and machine &@.ti.re, Be�a.nt Xocmts organized an $BHal� <m Ule
en�d ene=;r• When thi.5 .failed and. 1t beoame a.m,e..;m; ·UJi!l.t hi.e
whole fo;r:ca WU 81.u:ro�ed, Sergeant l'.oonh grabl>ecl c K6o sm&Cbille
8'1ll and tri.8d to .:t.n.ril-t.r�w the e.na:a;:r dete.cna • 1..9 he rcae a.n� n.ll
t� the ·tme lill$, he beoam& the te.r&et ot SeTe:ral eneIZ11 antomaU� 

._. .. : •·· weap'cml. l'ol.."Ced to· �vl, Sergeant KtlQntz, oo.nt1m1e11. 1::1.1.s dUillg .assault
eni'l reaoh.ed tbG onG;,T lilies., 1115 enmmn1t1on �:tp9nde� &Dd the enemy 
�grcn.pll:Lg to:: a�, eergamt X:.00l1't� then .re� to lus·ple.toOJl. 
JI& i!I� e�d out by bas&l.!, 111th a. ms.h l<Jad o! �itiml·, this 
t!r!is asewl:t!llc a. veaker :POrl1on ·ot · the e:nem;y- de!etlBes •· ms men, 
i?Wpir.&d �o· g,r.& t heigbts b1 this enra.o� a.c:t of 6t),llG.D�, 
l"tWhed. to�- a.lid onrnn the bewilde.nd Viet Oong.. Se.r�&ll.t l'oontz 1 

not··11.atis.f1ed W1 th eimlll)" !reei:.n8 hls platoon czan •� .tae • punued 
the tl.etJi.ng, dJ.eorpm.zecl eIIe:m;y-,· Still � 1h9 �hine gm1, · 
3etgeant roOlltz Jc.UJ.ed three· Viet Cong 'Who. trlad. to· 1:1\.EQce. a ·1.ast di� 
e�a.t14.'' e,p.1.neJt ·th6 ·wpirGd1 a.g�usiw pa.ratroo:persn,. · ·' · .. • , ·· 

ii" • • •• • • •
.. 

. , . 

·· .. U� .axtra.ot1on �- thti voundid t the- rQ�nd.o p-latocm -!hen :re­
Qrsani.�11 and· con�cia.. �heir mission to'At'd. the lantlillJ -&on&,:. 
ShoMl.y· beton re&Obing tho &a.in objeouve, SerB1a:it �tm 1naavert­
eotl7 fl �epp,d on. .,; panj i a take. Honwr, he told -n!> on, <J.t · his in.jury 
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�neml Ord.9ts Jfumbe:r 736 dated ll Beptem'bez- 1967 (Ctmt 'd) 

and reftlsed mediGSJ. IIJ.d. .\a the reoond.o platoon a�a the 
J eZ1,.U11g z� ,'.it· e.glWl eeiie -aMe:i: boa tUo fire rr= • sm&ll group 
of ha.ts. Serge11.11t l:oont� b.ra-n1d the withe� rue to poeitiun 
bimsGl! Cl.OH enough to eff'.eotbel:;r c&ll arlill.er;r !i.I=e Oll t.he 
detetmined ensm;y-. Mter thli utilleey was litt;c,d, be � per­
e� l.ed .a.z1 aa6811lt on the Viet C� .. .llthough 11mpin€ qui� 
lloticea.bl7 and. ob'Viousl.J" 1n gr:e&t pein, Sere;'(fe.nt ltoon.tz na .,.gll, to 
overl."O.D Ule en9!111 i.M thus secure tM la.ndil:i.g ione tor the fort� 
oomiJlg assrwl t. � h.iJJ W1.ti.rina' etto:rt& and. o�picucwi -
ea,lla.ntry p thca IIU.SI ion WM 8000.al.pli.ohed., a.:n,d. the ba:ttal.ion ..,,., .. a.bl.i 
to land <id th0"12.t i.Mident. Stte'911J1.t �oontz 111 .. v1d J)l"ol,ru,iou&!nm. 
and l)81"80D&l. �tnpiM. ty-,rn �paralleled.. ma aoticns are in 
!cell)� nih th!' �5t ttt� &lid tn.4111.0n.t or th& milit&l:y 
aemoe and .reneot imm&uunble c:i:ed.it upon hillleett', hie unit, t.nd. 
the 11nited �tee im1• 

iutborltf• B;y dil."totion ot the Prooid.ent und.e:i: the prO"ra!OllS of lTS..liiV 
l{es1 &&'9 16695, l J'O.ly 19 66 and pangr9oph 27, il 672-5-1. 
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