FEPROOUCED AT T2 RAMONR, MACKIVES

DIP/RATMERT LF THE ARMY
IEADQUARTERS UNITED STAT=ES ARMY VIETMAM
APO San Francisco G5307

CEIERAL ORDERS 12 July 156¢
YMECR 4591
AAARD CF THE SIVER STAR
1, T 320, The following AWAXD is annouwmced,
KJORTZ, LANRENCE H. PLATCON SERCEANT E7 Unitsd States Aray
EHC, 24 Bn (asn), 502d Inf, 1st Bde, 101st Abn iLiv, APO GA3LT

Awarded:

Silver Star

Date action: 140 May 1666

Theater: .
Reason:

Repudblis of Vietnam

For gallantry in aztion: Plateon Sergeant Koontz distinguiskhed
himself on 10 May 1366 while serving as platoon sergeant on &
combat operation near Bu Gia Map, Republic of Vietnam, While
moving toward their objective, the lesd ¢lement of his platcon
recelved intense hostiie fire. Platoon Sergeant Koontr ran to
the front of bis platoen %0 reorganize his men, During the course
of action he dauntlessly exposed himsslf to direct Viet Cong fire
while carryinz & fallen comrade fram the killing zone. Shortly
after this, tre Viet Cong launch=d a determinesd assault on his
position. Braving almost certaln death, Platoen Sergeant Koontz
immedlataly charged the assaulting Viet tong and killed three
insurgents at extremely close range. Aggressivelr continuing his
assault, Platoon Sergeant Koortz ainglehandedly repelled the Viet
Cong attack, After estaclishing a basiy defepnse, he perscnally
led five mor in an assault to expand tn perimeter. The Viet Cong
fire bocame more intense and Flabeocr Sergeant Keontz was seriously
wounded, Altheough iu greai pain, he mfused medical abtention
and continued to direct #is brouses in thelir assault, Through his
tercic effeorts, FPlatcon Sergeant Koontz was moest instrixental in
routing the insargents. His unimpsackable valer in close combdat
against a nuwerically superior Viet Cong forse was Ln keeping with
the hlghest traditiens of the cilitiry service and reflects great
credit upon himse«lf, hia wniz, and the United States Ammy,

Authorityt By direction of the Preaident under the provisicas of tre aAct

of Congress, approved 9 July 13918,

FCR THE COMMANDER :

QU4 55
Ry N RICHARD J. SEITZ
r:r 7 ) Brigadier General, US Army
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