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Awarded: Silver St.1r 
Date action� TO May 1$66 
Th<late:r: . Republic or 1/iet.na.IL 
Re.;i�;:in: For galla.nt.rf in act.ion: Pl.a.toon Se:reeant Koontz di:5tinguist-.ed 

himSt!lf on 10 �� 1966 whil(l servina a.:, :;;lat oon sergeant on A 
combat operation near Bu Gia �PY Republic o.1: 1/iet,nam. ".>Jhile 
moving t.01"ard theiI· otJjecr.ive, tr.c lead elet11ent of hi� platoon 
rece-ived �ten:se ho�t. il.e .f'ire.. Platoon Sergeant Koorttr. l."8.)'l to 
the front o! hi:s plat,oon to reorga.nir:e his uie-n, Ouring the: co'.U"'Se 
of action he dauntl�ssly exposed hill'\�alf to direct Viet Cong fire 
whil.a carrying, a .ra.llen cor:u-a.d,e fran tl:e ldL.li.ng i;c:,ne. Shortly 
aftel:' thia, t,he Viet Cong Launched a d1:,termine..:. .a.,:sau.lt on hi� 
position. .Bra.v-i.ng almo::st cet'l:,t11n death, Pla�oon Se,geant Kooot.z 
imrr.ediat.ial.y c hAl:-gcl3 the av:saw.tinB Vie:t t: ong and ki Uec. thre� 
i.nr.urgent.:s at e..xtremel.Jr close rangeA l'lgu-esstvely r;o.,tint.Ling t-.iis 
a:ssault., Plat.oon Sergea.nt K.oorrt� �ingleha.ndeuly c·epelled the Vi.et 
Cong a.t:t,ac k� Arter e�ta'ol.i�hing :1. ha9-.y def'�Me, �)e per.somlly 
led five mon in an as=iault to e...<pa� t,1� J,)erimet.ez-. The Viet Cor1g 
fLre bccamo more intense an:!. F4t.,;,c.r. Be.ri¢�r�t Koontz ua;, se-riou:sl)· 
wounded. Althougt1 fo grea l. pair., he re£tJ.5ed roe die a. L a.itentior. 
&nd coo:tin-ued to direct. :iiB t.r·ou::;& in their a9Sa\.\lt. Tm-0,.1.gh his 
heroic e ffcrt.o, Pl<1.too11 Sergeant Koooh: w-� 1.1\�st. iMt�:ntal in 
routing the insurge.ht,5o Hi., unia.ipe.sc!-.a.llle va.lot- in close comoat 
;.gainat a. 11uir..erically :S\.i.?Ol"ior- Viet Cong force W?l!!- in l(;eep:i.rie ,.,itt, 
tbe highe�t tra.d.l.t.ion� or the r..ilit,'l.r;y ,er--,ii;!! and r11Uects �.rl"!at 
c�dit �pon hinl8tlf, hi� uni�, and t�e Un,tr.ci St��e� Army, 

Au1:.l·.ority-t By diTect.io.n of too Pt-estdent i.mdel:' the pr:,visio;,:i of U:e Act 
or Congrees, approved 9 J:.ily 1918. 

RIC».JJID J. SE!TZ 
Brigadier General� ll'S Arrzi1 
Chie! of: Sta!i' 
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