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I • l'C ;�O. .'l'he tollow.ihg AWARD is armounc ed. 

BDJNB'I"r, J;J-!ES C.                         SFID!ALL5T FOL'R FJ+ Ur:it..ed State:, t.rmy 
H!IC� 2d. En (AQn), �02<1 Inf, l�t ,Bd.e, IG1st A'on Div� APO US Forces 96347 

A�rded: Silve� Star 
Date action: 5 FebJ:"1.Iary 1965 to 6 tebruar1 1966 
rneator; .aep.1.blic of Vietnam 
Reason. For gallantry in action: Specialist Four �ennett distinguished 

h:.mo�.l.f from 5 1ebNa:ry 196,6 to 6 Februarr 1966 ,rhile :5el'"Y'ing a.s 
a zoodic<ll a.idma.n in tho Republic 0£ Ui@tnAm., Cn the night of .5 
February 1966, S,pecw.t.at Your Benhett. 1 £> pla\..oo.-i round. itself 
�itua.teu in a Viet Cong mil'l.efield and h&.c1 two �a.�ualt1.e! !'rom 
detonat.ed mine:s. Specia.11:5t Four Bennett ., with complete disregard 
ro� hi� 6arety. ran th.rougi the anine!ieJ.d and �dlninist�re� t1rst 
�id to the "-ouncied rnen. On tho follO"vii:ng murnin6 'When hi� platoon 
atta:ked t-Oe village of Canh Tinh, they revei�ed tn.ten:s� autcmatic 
-..·ea.pons and 6mllll arr.is fire- that ,.rounded Ui.t-ee men. 11.g.ain, expo6-
i.ng h�el.f to 1.ntens,e host,1le !"ire, Spe¢ia.li&'t l-'our �cnnctt went 
to their a�owtruic:e and adlll1n1.ste.l'.'ed life eaving .fil'$t aid. >.r.ter 
tr�ti.ng the wounded mep, i',e pu=-i.ed cpe or the men to eaf�t.y a.nc1 
dirl!cteci the evac\U\.tl.on of the otbe.r t..wo cv.,n. •�l.'l a.n�'the;r r:en 
1o(M 'W'Ounci.eci, Specialist. Four .Bennett. again br�v�d the ho�t..j.l.e f.b-e 
by rut)."ling for-ty c:leter:; clirect.l.J' toward& � Vic.t Cong ruac.lune gun 
position to aic:i the ca.:sualt)'. �ppro.."ciJna.tely f1.ve metet-15 !rem the 
wourtded �•G ;,oeitir.;n, 5peciali:;t Four l3en,nt!t't. '4'ai; N'Oun.ded �ee t.i.me,:; 
i."l t.he log. Di:Jregu.rd.ing his O\•.n wounds, he cr-dowl.ed tQ the side 
of the woun<1ed rna.:n and adlll.1.ni.stercci fu-st ·.u.c.. ',,/hen the 111edic:a.l 
evacuation helicopter arrived,. �cciali�t Four �nnett re!l.l$ed to 
he evac�a.ted and continued ,..,ith the pl.nl:..oon on th� opel"a.tion. four 
hours later the platoon seiz.e1 the \rilla,ee. ·,inile reorga.nizU"Lr; • the 
ple.tooh, thre� �:'.I 1o1ere wo·JJ1d(od, Al.though �ufreri.Jlg fro». pain, he 
went to t.he a.id or tM •ro�ed, at\d was hit. twice by m.crta.r fragments. 
Dizrebard:.ng hio -..,ou.-ids, he pulled a woundM ,r.a.n acro�6 fift.y rrete:rs 
ol open rice paddies to &af�ty. Des�it.e hi� prote�t, he was e-vacuated 
!OJ" �tiical treatment, 5pecio.list Four l3el'1Ilett 1 � cou:ra� and ·11evotion
to rtu.ty :saveG the 11'\res or se\'en l!len 'Within a twet1t,y-.four hour period.
Fus lll'liJnpeacf.;:.bl� va:or i.n cloee combat ��ainst � ni.une,rically superior
�.1:,�tilc 1'orct "'a.s in keeping wi'th the l",igb��t traditions o! the mll­
it�:r-1 ssrvi<: e and l"tfl.ects i.reat creclit upo� nwel.t:, hin 'Wlit, and
the United State� Army,

A\lt�ority� By di.rection of the Pre�ident under the provisiqns of the �ct 
of Congres�, ai:pro�ed 9 July 1�18. 
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