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RD OF THE ST
1, TE 320, Thwe f-:llﬁnng FHRRD is n.m:l-wn:t:r:h

FITCH; JUHK E. RL  SERGELNT E5, United States’ I‘rm;l;r,. fomreny
L, 24 Bettalion (firbarne), 502d Infentey, Ist Brigade, 10fst Afrberna
Division APO 96347
fwerded: Silver Ster
Date aciion: 25 Lugust 1967
Thezter: Republiec of Vietram
Reanont For gallamtry in action mgninst a hostile fores em 25 fuguet
1967 near Chu lei, Republic of Vietnam., While moting to an
croa where a firsfight had previously tsken place; Sergeant
Fitoh's squad wae suddenly brought under avtomitic weapons
fire from an enszy clement of undstermined sige and plmned
down. On the initial buret of enemy fire, Sorgeant Fitch's
gachinegunner wes wounded and irmediately pulled to saféty,
tut his machinegun was left behind, Aloost immediately,
Scrgonnt Piteh dsserved an enosy assault tesim noving towards
the machinsgun in an attempt to retrieve dt. With coapletso
disregard for his safety, Sergeant Fitch charged through the
heavy eneny fire to the locztion of the machinegun, only a
fr yards from the snomr element, and pléced the weéapon into
action, 42 the ens=y element continued to advonos, Sargeant °
PFitch opened fire epd euccesafully bast the assault team back,
killing three encmy soldiers and forcing them to withdrew,
Shortly thereafter, hie sguad was hit again by the ensmy
elemunt, Surgecnt Fiteh directed his squad to move to botior
dofunsive positions while 'be persomally ressined behind and
delayed the eneny's advance by plecing fuppressive fire into
. the ranks of the oncoming enemy element. Sergeant Fitch's
outstanding dieplcy of pallantrr in aetion and his devstion te
duty are in keeving with the highest traditions of ths silitery
survice and relflect preat credit updn himself, the Anerical
DHvision and the Undted States Army,
kuthority: By direction of the President umder the provisions of the
et of Congress, appreved § July 1918,
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