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AWARD OF THE SILVEX STAR

1. TC 320. The following iWARD is announced posthumously,

THORNTON, LEON SPECLLLIST FOUR E4, United States Lrmy,

Company A, 2nd Battalion (Airborns), 502nd Infantry, AFO 96347
fwarded: Silver Star

Date action: 18 May 1967

Theater: Ropublic of Vietnam

Reason: For gzllantry in astion against an armed hostile ferce on
18 May 1967 near Duc Pho, Republic of Vietnam, While serving
a8 radio telephone operator, Specialist Thornton was moving
along a junglo trail with the company headquarters group. The
lead squad was suddenly taken under a tremendous volume of
enery fire from an estimated platoon size element, The lead
squad inmediately began to maneuver against the enery element
but was irmzdiately pinned down and found that they were sur-
rounded, The corpany commander along with Specialist Thornton,
his ‘radio telephone operator, upon learning of the precarious
position of the squad, quickly moved forward to the belesguered
squad., As the company comrander and Specialist Thormton ap-
proached ths position they were brought under a tremendous hail
of eneny fire as two enemy soldiers assaulted them, With com=
plete disregard for his own personal safety, Speciclist Thornton
threw himself in front of his company commander and zt the same
time returned the ehemy fire., Specialist Thornton succeeded
in killing both of the enemy soldiers but was mortally wounded,
As a result of Specialist Thornton's gallantry and couragsous
actions two enemy soldiers were killed, two weapons were cap-
tured and the life of his compeny cormiander was saved through

. his supreme sacrifice. Specialist Thornton's outstanding dis-
“ play of gallantry in action and his devetion to duty even at

the cost of his life are in keeping with the highest military
traditions and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit,
and the United Stuates 4irmy. )

Authority: By direction of the President under the provisions of the

Act of Congress, approved 9 July 1918.




	Page 1



