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1. TC 320. The following AWiJID is announced postbUIIX)usly.

THrurroN, LF.x:>N                              SPECU..LIST FOUR .E4, United States JJ-my, 
Company A, 2nd Battalion (Airborne), 502nd Infantry, i.ro 96347 

�\warded: Silver Star
Dnte action: 18 May 1967 
Theater: Ropublic or Vietnant 
Reason: For gallantry in aation against an al'tOOd hostile force on 

18 May 1967 neo.r Due Pho, Republic of Vietnam. While serving 
o.s radio telephone operator, Specialist Thornton wae moving 
along a jungL, trail -wi. th the comi;any headquarters group. The 
leed equad was suddenly to.ken under a tremendous volume of 
enemy fire from un estimated platoon size eleoent. The lead 
squad i.mr.iediately begrin ·to tnaneuver against the enemy element 
but waa l.JillD;3dia tely pinned down and found that they were sur­
rounded� · The coJ?iP<my commander a.long with Specir.lis t Thornton, 
his ·radio telephone operator, upon learning of tha precario�s
poai tion of the squad, quickly 11'£1Ved forwnrd to the beleaguered
sqwd. .i-s the company col'!VTWlder and Specialist Thornton ap­
proached the position they were brought under a tr�mendoua hail
of enemy fire as two enemy soldiers assaulted them. With com­
plete disregard for his o...n personal s .ifety, SpC:!ciclist Thornton 
threw himself in front of his company cormr.nnder and o. t the same
time returned the enemy fire. Specialist Thornton succeeded 
in killing both of the enemy soldiers but was lllOrtolly wounded. 
As a result of Specialist Thornton I s gallantry and courageoue 
actions t-wo enemy soldiers wer� killed, two weapons h�re cap­
tured and the li!e of his company co�der was saved through 

. his supreme sacrifice. Specialist Thorntonte outstarrling dis­
:· play of gallantry in action a.'1cl his devotion to duty even at 

the cost of his life are in kaeping with the highest military
traditions and reflect great credit•upon himself, his unit, 
and the United Stt..tes Army. ·. . 

. 

Auth:>rity: By direction of the President under- the provisioos of the 
Act of Congress, approved 9 July 1918. 
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