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LE0
JAWARD OF THS SILVER STiR

TC 320. The following AWAID is amncunced.

DEIDING, DiVID FIRST LIEUTENANT, INFANTRY, Undted States /oy,
Covpsmy B, 2d Battadson (firborne), 5029 Infantry, let Brigade, 10)st
Alrverne Division APO 94347

aAvatrded;

gilver Star

Date £ctlon: 25 February 1347

Theators

Regson;

Republlic of ¥etnam

For gallantry in action against an armed hostile force on 25
February 1967 ncar Song Mio, Rspiblic of Vietnam. Lieutcnant
Belding's platoon was air-lifted into an arce vhore o block-
ing action wac to be set up, After landing, the platoon isit
the Xanding mne and moved down o junsle trail., Aposdmatsly
eleven hundred meters away from the lanling zoze, ke poia®
man chcourtered threc hostlle soldiers. Hsth elsmprts nazn
firing at the sama time, Lioutenant Belding quickly deplugrad
the platoon and started marmevering them toward the eng iovee,
when the right rflank erupted into a hail ef hestiles Mre, Te-
fore he could effect a reorganigetion of hia rlatosn, to cope
with the fire from the right flank, the left flank olso cons
under heavy fire. Recalvine fire from three sldez, Lirubtara-t
Balding begmn te move the platoon to the rear 9c thnt the ran
could replenish their ammniticn, which was stored back &b tus
landing zone with the rest of the ecmipmwent, 4 snatd elanmi
of insurgerts had mapeuvered behind them, leaving the Iricmd-
1y platoon campletely surrodndied and cut off from theilr eouw-e
of supply. With total disregard for his person=i zaioliy., rdeo—
tenart Bolding rushed through the internive heil of fHvae Ay
began rirecting the fire of his men. After identifyins th« .
targsets, Licutenant Bedding eslled in arkillery end expuread
himself to the hostile fire. #fter calling in air strives,

be moved through the ares, umder fire, giving aid to tha wound-
ed and comforting them as best he could. The adr striles coup—
led with the renewed efforts of the platoon, resulted in the
Tetreat of the ensuy forces. Lieutenant Belding then firected
the preparation of e landing aoae for the evacuation of thc
wounded personnel. ILieutensnt felding's heroie zctians while
engaged in' close combat with 2 muverically supsrior hostile
Torce were in keeping with the highest teaditions of She =iii-
tary strvice and reflect grenxt oredit upon himself, his unii,
Tagk Force Cregon and ths United States -amy,

fathority: By direction of the President under the provieions of the

Act of Congress, apgroved ¢ July 1913,
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