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,1.t-uqµ> OF TJtS snvm STAR 

1. 'l'C 320. Tho !ollO'ldng .WAim ts B?:JnCUllced.

BELDING, DAVI!) )8.,.                   F.IaST LIEuttHllNI', INf'ILN'rl\Y� United states �' 
Co�t'-1l'.!'ir B. 2d Battalion. (Airborne), 50Qd Infantry• let Briga.da., ltl)st 
.U.r'tlor:-itt Div:io:ion APO 96)47 

,i"Xni'de-4: Silver- Stal" 
Inte �ctlon: 25 Febt-Jacy 1967 
T'n.et.t'-¼'.!': Re.pub.Uc or -v'iet;nam 
�:sen: Fe� g_allanttY in action nga.itlst an artzied h9stile fore» on 25 

Febrwl.ry J.967 � Sqng Ma.cl, Rep.ablic o! Vi"1.rwn.. Lieutt1nant 
Belding1 s platoon liM air ... li.f't,sd itlto a.n �e. 1,,m,or� � bloe*-
ing aet.i�ll ,1.3.0 to be eet up. f..!."ter l.anding

1 
th� J)lA►.oo:p :�.�­

tho 1;.-....n<!.in� m ne al';d z,o"'8d down :-. jlU'lgl.ct tr..� l. t.�v""�'l+,& 1� 
ele•,en hunl1n<i re.et.e� a.� frotn the la.n'!i.ng �"�, the },n:'.ni!. 
m.1.n <sneou.r.tc.roo three hos.til¢ sol<i.ier:s. !fot,h e.:.1'.1111.f.)r.ts hr.1,7.n 
� et the sruna tbs. Lieutenant Bd.di.ris qi.r..ickl,.y tle�!.u✓� 
the pls.toon and :st.J...v-tcd. Jllanu�veriti,g t.h..e'OI. �olilfl.l'd th13 e� force, 
Hhen the right fl.anlc e.ru.pt..:1 int.o a hail of hc$til� .r,i.r�. �,; .... 
.tore be could ef.f'e,ct :i rooo:-ga.n.iu.tion of bi,i r1.l.to?ll, tc, cei:e 
llrith t.h& .(tl-$ .:l'ro:ln tho ri�t �de, t .he l<:f.t. f"l,-it?k Q..\�o c.-i1:.if 

unde'r haa vy ti:re. l?eooi � 1'ire from thrit!e ,;i�ea, !..i"1•.t"J�� 
&ldir.g bei;nn te> move tho platoon to the rear �e tii-l� tM ti,-.n 
eo'U.ld s-epleni�h t.hel:r aJ!llm.lnition, lolhieh W&:! atorec! t.!ic:c a•.:. ti,,; 
b.� �one "1th ti)e- ree:t of t.be e�ip!'.l«tnt, 11. $na::l �l;w;II'��:-;-, 
ot inslll"gont,a .t)nd ma.Muve� behind. tMtt, le:s.rins the !'t-lm--.tl-
l.7 platoon <:Oillp.lete� surrounc:led ilnd cut oft .trom thE>ir �i:,n':':":-e 
0£ ®pply. \f.l.th total d.isr��rd for hi� J)erso�.!. .::-..li°?ty. i...i('llt­
t�n,a..ct Beldir:g n).shec! thl"C:Ugh the int.eMi.v� h.-u..t of ti!.''.:I acri 
began dire:cting t.he n.rc o.t1 his men. K.{t,t;r idemi.f�:'--"1.1 t'�-'J • 
tro.•g�s, Licut!!r:;.nt Eel.ding cill.ed 1n ;u-t;illi:.l"J 6n(t e;>!.p�r�. 
h:i.m3elt to the hostile fire. 6£tel" calling :l.o d.r r,·�ri\:Pc

} 

be moved through the �res, \Ul!ler fire, gi� aid te> th'3 t:y".i�­
ed � COlll!ol"tling thl?ln a:s best he c:.ould. The air nt.rike:, C1;,1� 

led ld.th tho renewed efforts o! t.bc i)latoop, x-esul.tr:d t.n t,hP­
Ntro�t o! t.he e!').81'ey' forces .. I.d.eutens.nt �l.dln,g then ti.)·ec'!;oo 
tbe J!repo.ration of c. J.c.!'l.d1r,g so:ia for the evacuat:l.on of the 
wounded i:,ersonneL Lieutc.r)(lnt Bel.¢1.�' e neroie a.eti:,r,is l.'l''.ile 
e�aged in' ciose cOlllb:it vi.th � �"'1m-i�lly s1.q:mrior bc-£tHe. 
.to:r.:e -were f-n keeping with tho bigh�et ttad!ti.ob.e of �� �-rlli­
taey, 6t\.rvj.ce and renect g"%'&r..1. e:redi.t upon hiaeEilC, hia un'i�, 
1'aGk Foree Ori!gOD � t.hG United Stat.e.i. :,l'tl1• 

.ltut?x>ri.ty: B.v dil'e:ction or the Presid0nt. �e,r, ttle provi.eion.'! of tho 
Act ot Oo,w-eso, s.p.r.-rovod. 9 Ji.u.y l.91�. 

.. .,. 

,•' 

Copyright 2017 by Ryan Niebuhr @ 2ndbde.org or as attributed.


	Page 1



