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1. TO 3�. ftts foll.owing A}.'f'.PJ) i 'l $MOU!'IO:$d,

COi.m.nan, 'iriaa5 J.  tllST LWJ'li'Jl,JIT, D!FA.\"TRY, trnitad Sta.tes 
�, Cct:.pany B, 2d B,.ttalion (A1rbo.rne), 502d ln!Mt....,., ht Brigade, lOht 
Airborn� DivisiGn ,\PO 96347 

Award�: Sil\'er• St.ar 
Dato action: 13 a."Ul 1� 4i...gur,t 1967 
'!heater: Ropubl1c of Viet.n� 
Re�on: For gallantey 1n  action �ainst a hostile £orco on I) -.nd 11.. /.ug­

u.st 1967 noar t\lc Pho, r�:publio ot Vi.ct.ne,..'1.. ,\<J Pir3t Li�u.tetunt. 
Courtntq1 a coo;,.uu- �par.II to mo� fron .a 1">-">ilng zMe &tter an
aimobilo assault.., it )."at attacked by o. North \l'ie�se A.rm, 
B::t.t�'ll.ion ttr.ned with gron:tde,a, e.o..""t.1rr•cS, hea� inachincgu.n.$ arid 
o.utoma.t.1.c WMpor.3. Li.cuton;mt. Courtney lil'atl instructed to .m)nau\·er
hi� plat.oon to  $1lOth-Br porticll � the hatt1tily con.:;tr.i.cted pen.
4ter to �89ist c1 1)).at.oon tdlieh � DO.me th� bl,,utt o f  t."lo initial
at.tack. Attar Lieut:4nant Coo.rtney h3d reached tl:;e other platoon
and positioned. hio mm, a wll dug-111 �Wlino,SUA �.led fire p'il>­
nil".g down b9th pl.iitoons; Without- com:�t'n tor hli own &:lf'ety,
Lieutenant c.oui,tne,r stood up, exposJ.n& h.i.lr..=iel.1' to the 'withering 
enemy tire> and calJ;uy thre-.., t'kO g"Nna.dC$ i1ito the machina,un � 
siticn Wiob badly damaged the gun and killed tkO enemy OQ14itt-e. 
'lh;, ene,q elen.c,it then cocr..en�d. A nc.nld.".g ;!\C.neuvcr. Obocr-4ng: 
th.is, 14.eu.teo.ant Courtney

.J 
�.a.in .,,1th no regard tor bi3 am sa.t�t

ty, P1�k� up a machinegun and moved thro,,:gb the dn4etatlll4 fire 
e�l� Ei.q)O$ed., Ha en,eaeed t!le flanking er,a:;y .f'ro:t ;rt JX)Sf;. • 
ti.on 'lrlt;tl forwud pt the Pt?'iMtcr and hlo offtictivo fire forced 
't..'ic h9atile l<rN" to '!dtbd.raw, l.$.11.vin,g 1-ewral d�d {llld lilOU.'ldOd. 
>tb a,;gressive spirit. and eoura,geoua deedi ralli&d. the mt."I in
both ?1at«1r.e l1l'ld were ir:.st-"'Wlen\.u ir. the ultb=ate victor)· ovor
a. �r;i.Wly superior No.rth ViatM11Wao Arrq i'oroe. Fi.rat Lio.u.­
tonant Courtney's \tlqui&Stionable val-or 'il'&S in k"ping with the,
finest tradiUoo.c; of th� military $e.rv1.co .'ll)d rotlect grttat e t'ed ­
it l:ltxm hi:m�ol.f', the Ar'.erical Di�sion, and the United Staten
ir:t;. 

Authority-: 9;" diroctictt of t.ho Pre:,ident under th-a j)ro'tisi◊ns or the ,\ct 
or Cor..gress, 9 Jul,y 1918. 
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