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AWAAD or THR Slj.'/ffi STAA 

l. TC 320. ?M follovit-..g !.w.uli> le an.,�ccd posthtnOU31y',

PmAK\U>, n!Ct!A.S  SECOt'l'.O LIEm'EllANl", DlFA►rrRr, United State:; 
AZUIJ', Cccpa.rtr 8, 2d Battalion (Airborn-e) $02d Infant.l7, ht BritMe, lOlot 
Airbol'llt Divi&ion APO 96347 

A�rded: Silve-1" St.r 
0.h ,..tion: 131.u&oot 1967 
Theater: Republic ot V'i•tnam 
Rea.eon: h-r g91.hm.t7 in aet.ion a,gain,t a hostile fo:rcc on  lJ August 

1961 in the Reintblic 0£ Vietnam, Secord Lieutettant PetNe'\lo 
d1atJ.ng,.,J.ohed tu.Asel f b)' bh u?g3&N,1loled do�ernd.Mtio� am p&r
soMl sacritice. OJ.t-ir.g a helibornq aes.o.ult- Lieut.e1:11J;nt, 
Pet�•s platoon eneOUll.tered. an eno:c, ftl.1ncf1eld ii) tho l!L¥Ji
ing eonc. The platoon began to probe the rllinefield and ca:.-tiotit ... 
,ly �uver th.ro\igh it YMn they were bt-oueht under �.xtreme4' 
hcsv, aut.o:iati� woapons fire. The 8!let\Y fired fl-@ three diroc
tion, an:l pitl:Md tM :tO.'J.a.d down. �"it.h wa:;ilete d1e:�gard. tor 
his o-.m n..tcty, 14.eu.te.naht Petr�lo ruched tor,,,"J:d thro;,Wl tho 
hail ot hO�tile fit'e t..o the front. e�nts ot bi.a pl•toon and 
l&\1 the.n through th!t minofJ,eld to � covered po4it.ion. StiU o .x: 
po�cd to t ho eneft\T f1.re

1 he moved trom po,ition to position di
recting covet-1.ns. tire tor the �er ot tho J)latoo!'l a.s th�;r 
cros.sed the opo:i miDilt1eld. .Realizing that he vu engae:ed t,,.-fth 
� r,Ul:08l"1call.y npsriol' force, Liwtenant Fetrual.o once a.gain

braved the intense !1.re to rc.iet\ hie radio t-elophonc ,opora.ior 
and ec.ll 1n errectivo artil.ury suppc;rtir.g fit-o. Se�ing th&t 
�• or h1o 1n&n. i..a,, ltOl.lrr.lcd in M. area e-xpo.scd to th� host.U� fire, 

· , 1.1.-uternnt Petr�lo once agW, with utter dbrog.1rd tor r.1,t; 

own safety while ttxpo#ing lrl.me:elf to e:ntatr fire., ran fO'r'Wal'd to
tho t.1.d or t.hc- voondQ:d IL.'l.n, At thio t..i.lnc L!.eut-c.:aot Peth::l.alo 
wu IIIO.rt.al.JJr w:iur:dec:!.. U.ei.ttena.nt Pctraslo1s unque8t1o�ble

dicpl.sy ot vtlor o.nd hie <Sevotion to d\4t)' lf?dle �.ngA_g1.ng a nuaeri
o;:,.l.ly .$11pcrior hoatJ.le force in close QQXOO.t ,.� in be»1:r.g 
ldth the ti.nest t.ro.dittons of the ei.litary service .:-.nd rei'lect.-
ed t>t- u.,t cred.i,t upon bicisclf, !'ask Y<>l"Ce Oregon.J cn:i t.he 
Unit<ld Sta.tea Art:ij,. 

Ai.rt.bority: By dircctio:t of the Pl-esidcnt u:nd<1r the provi4i<>n.s of the Act 
ot Congress., BJ:Pl'Ovod 9 J� 19l8. 
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