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OOYD, F.ICHi.RD l<. JR. Oi�FTtrtl J !JiiF:JIITRy.,. U:u.ted Gt.it.es Arriy, 
Ccm:pany B, 2d F.sttalion (J'.irborne)
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A"'-ard�d: S:i.l"·ex- 3taz-
·:oa.te ;;_c t.i¢1n: 2 Outober f 967
The::,t<.>.r: Republ.tc or Vietnam 
.fi..ea.Soll: .F.ox:1 6.allentcy :i.n �otian agr.intit a ho3-ti1e force on. 2 Octc,bcr 

196:7 in the Re)r1b1i c oi" U'iatnrun. Captain B0?'i distin,.rui•$hed 
himse:t:f �? .exceptiro,qlly ��orotia t;cti"n while· on a- search · 
atid clest,1'0Jr rd.sqion w-��n. Coriipan}· E, 2d .aatt�.lic,� (f.irhorne),
502d Init.nt.ry 1:,eq,�mo on,gn.ged ,dth tvo et:errzy- corn:p�r-.i(!s in·

fortified po5itian�. is th� point �.l?.topn assaulie�·th� 
ini.tiQl e�e.,-izy- b·.ml(e:c- ,-:;� te.r.1- it was ;;:iiTin<:d dr.-.�1'11. Q,aptain 
'Boyd dir:P.ct.P.C: i.h.a.-t two T-1:�t('l�r.s n(."'tve fo.rl'Ar-d t'1 assiat the 
pinned do.� r,l.:,.'!:ic,on. Pcr:f:e>ne.ll y le.a ding the n,neuveris:-41 
i'orce frcr.:t "he, ,-:oint i:-.le�ht.

., hlll starte1 across .\r. �::r.c.osed 
area and wnt ir.imqs:!i.-:itc.ly b�u��t. !m1e:r; intcn,$� ,-..�;totn?.!•io: 
we;,.µ:;>r.ll .,. rifl.:;, a ntl r,,ekP.t t�f.r�. Obs� rtinf.. tt:..at tv!<il \I! his 
ti1c17'l ha 1:i bE!'en s et'ici11sly WOl.lncled a.-;:d t,.,�'.rt\> 1,v!tng i!1 an 1;.xr,o,�ed 
at�a oi' hosLilc fire, Ci-.pt�:!.n 'Doyd. it1•f,(tdiat.e�r, and, with· ec»!)
;1l�te di.sr4gard fol" hie ov1r1 ;=in:r,�ty, r�':lhtcl i',:-1r<.,.-ard t.hr'ou�h th� 
int�nse fire at1d rulled the t>:,:r!: t.o ::..::fr.ty. C:>!.pt�.�-!l .?D:i;.cL

th.:::n d-il:'$Cisd th.i:.t one r.ln.i.aori F-ivc cover,�n, fire :for the 
m,u�.•.1v-ering el�;nt :lr, �l'I'd·er to. with.drP.w tts c:'laua.1-ties :tnd 
d.tsen�t-.ge the cnmny" to allow e\:q:i-po-rtinr artillery fire to be 

. called ir,. ��� z�('� by e!\c::;zy :r<:1cx� li fi:r!3 whiob w:nmd�d f,::,irr, 
Captain Boyd regt'l.ined his foet -and, still. c;;.�c�d tn the 
one:l\V fire> m.oved &mong his· roon Is JX'.ISitions f,ivin?. them i!l'l;...

cou'rt!.',:gitment and direct,ing th<1ir fire. 1Co,p.tr.:.in B<lyd remained 
cen.ti�UC)'U�ly: expo�cd unt:tl his wt11.rndP..l n;i.d �.e.n r0roe>ved to, 
fi:afety. '.).'he o.\ttstandi�.f. laad.ersnip ,�r..t:t co-�,ro.y.c di.":lplayod b-v 
Oa f�i n ooyd res1.;1l t ed f,..11 ni n� enel'lr . dee,.d !ind hi� e;all,u'it r.v
while. engaged in elose comb.'lt with a. nun�.rlat';ll:v ouJ,'en'br 
h�bile force \Ila:;; in kee�ing i .. ith tbP. �ine�t, tr�::J.it.ions o.r · 
the military. s ervi ea and re.f:!..ects IJ.1•.:,r t eretlit uron hirr.f!elf 1
the Alti�rieal Di,,ision., ai:-.j the lJriitei:l st�teB f,rroy. 
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