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A2Q San Francilaco 96359

GBIZRAL ORDERS 15 Mareh 1567
MUMBER 253
AVARD OF THB SILVER STAR
(POSTRMOUSLY)

1, 7C 320. Tha followlng AWARD Ls snnounced,

FBAMN(S, WILLIAM J PRIVATE FIRST CLASS E3 United States Avmy
Cowpany B, 24 Battsion (Ailrborme), 502d Infantry, APQ 3an Pramcisco 26347,

Awerdad: Silver Jtar (Posthumously)

Date acticm: 25 February 1967

Theeters Republic of Vietpan

Reason: Gallantry in actioun: Private #irst Class Franks! platoon, while on
a search and destroy mlssion neax Ban Me Thuet, was suddenly
browght under & tremandous volumz of cremy £ire from an estiuated
company efze clencnt in fortified positions. As the platcon moved
forward In the assault, Private Franks observed an enemy wmachine
gun position to bis frent that was placing murderous fire on an
glepent of his platocn. With complete disvegard for his own per~
aonal safety, Private Franks caposed himsclf to the enemy £irc ond
began firing his weapon into the enemy position, EBealizing that
his 2ire waa not effective and that he wust act quickly, Private
Franks jumped up and charged the encmy position, firing af hc can,
hen Private Franks wns approximntcly tweaty meters from the cnemy
machine gun he was gtruck by anr cneoy bullet and Inockad to the
ground. oGetting on his ficet Private Franks contimued to asaaelt
the cnemy positiofh until he was Struck by anether chcuy bulled snd
mortelly wounded., As a resvlt of Private Fronks! coursgoous ge-
tions the enexy position was destroyed and many lives wers saved,
Private Franks® outstanding gallantry in action and his avid dsve-
tion to duty even at the cost of hie lifc ere within the highest
military traditions and ceflect great credit upon hiomself, bhis unit,
and the United States Army.

Authority: Ry dirccticn of the President undar the provisicns of USARVY

tMcssage 15€95, 1 July 1966 aud parngraph 27, AR 672-5-1,
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