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 Bl.RANKS I WILLUM J                          PRIVATE FIR.Sr cuss E3 'll'n:it.e.d State� ArtJX:t

Compn� a, 2<1 �t�on (Jd,i:tio-rne), �d Infw�cy .. APO. s�n E'rm-.ci.G<» 94347. 
A�dad: Silver :ltat (Poat:i1.'tllll0\UI 'ly) 
Oat� �: 25 FebX'I.La.ey 1967 
Thesterr RQpub1{c of VietP-aiQ 
Jle&&0n1 Glllla?\tey in �ction, Private Pirst Clase Ft'cnka' platoon, � ¢U 

A &�ai:ch 11'nd destt"oy mission neal." &ln Me Thllot� wd suddan1:r 
brought under 11 tre�dc\l::-. 'Y'Oll.11111!! of enruny fire t_ron 4t1 et;t imc.ted 
col)lpa� aiz<: clemont in t:'crrtlfie.d positions,. t.s the. pl.iltoon ooyed 
fcrfrard i'kl the. ll9Sa\11t, t'rivnte Prttnk! cbserved an cMXll)I machine 
gull position t0 b.is front th.:tt �s plc.ci� m'Ur6oroU& fire on al\ 
ole.me.nt of his plt1t00Q. �ith l:Xlmplcte. <lisragard far his otlll per
sonal safety, l'rivnt-4? Pronk.a a�l)OsE.d llimsc.lf to the. enemy fire and 
began £:i.ri.� his 1,copon into the cnciey po�itiG n. ae.a.li:i:ing th.it 
hls tiro w� not ro3fcctL� .ind thot he. 1llU9"t .1Ct qu�lclYt Ptivntc 
Franks juapod up lllld oh:lrgc.d tho enemy l)\'Siti.oo., .firing Qr he r� 
lJbcn Ptiv:ite Fr�.s IJQO �Pt'Q:Orl\l\tt!ly tw.nty mGtcrs £rem tho cne.my 
JDQChine gun M ,n,.'J ,:truck by M a.neoy bullet AM l�ck:od to tl\c 
sround. Getting on nis teot l'ri.vate. Fl"onlt3 ¢onti.Jluc.d to 11.S�lt 
the eMmy po&iti.<ln until l\c u�s :itnick by oa(1t}lcr enemy bullo� � 
tJortlllly wnu1'140:d. JIJJ n re3ult of l'ri.v�tc Frcnks' C0"1'CJ8QOW: .cc
ticns the. .c.o.c� position :wnts <lo:;tr-o)'Cd and 0.ll\y Ii\/Os �c amcd. 
Private Pranks' outst11nding g;:.11.'lJrt.cy in Zlt:t.ion ii nd hia ll'Vi.d <l�V¢
ti.on to duty even ct the cOllt •of l\ia life ere! w:f.tltin tho h4bc.st 
inilit11ey tr�ditic.M and ro!l�ct great credit upon hiiwclf, his iJ:nlt, 
aYld t.hc united St.ht.cs /.'nJ.Y. 

Autbor1:�: By dirc.otien of tho Prc.ni<lerrt UJ\de?' too provi.:I ions of USl\RV 
McSG-.igc 16�95, l July 19"66 ond {>O.l"'Ogl:ill)h 27, /'JJ. 672-5-1. 
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