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8ilver Star

Date actiont 10 Pelruary 1967

Theg tex)

Reascni

Bopublio of Tietpan
Gallentry in acticn: While on a search and d¢stroy misstion,

Sexgeant Hendricks wes muving his squad along a strwam vhen they
discovered e rice and salt cache. Realizing the poaaibility of the
easmy being near, Sergoant Hepdricks left half of his squad to
dmatroy the cuchs and with the remaindex, he began to sastadlish
security on high ground ovarlooking the sfivam. Saddenly they were
bronght opder fire by two Viet Cong. B8ergsant Hemdricks quickly
retumed the enemy fire and perscnally killed cne enamy soldisr and
voonded tha other. Aa Sergeant Berdricks amansuvered his element
txrough the etiemy position, ke seddenly discovered s clevexly con-
oealed ooxplex of apprarimately twenty bnildings and mmerocus

bmkers with people running fn appayrent oanfusion. Realizing that
ho end bigs sqead were up againat an eatimated reinfarced platoon

and thet the olement of grzprise was impartant), Sargeant Eeniricks
charged farwvard with complete disrsgavd fox his own poroanal safety
and began throwing gremades into tha bunkers and dvellings. Sergeant
Hendriaks? aqasd quickly followed theiyinspiratioral leader without
hesitaticn. BEntering one of the dwellingy, Sergeant Hondricks came
face to faca vith an enemy goldier pointing n subwachine gun directly
at him. Droppirg to the floor Bsrgeant Eemdrioks fired o burst {rom
his weapon and killed the enemy soldier. It was later discovered
that the enemy spoldier was idemtifiod sa a Horth Vietnamege lieuten-
ant o wvas the oawp commmndar. Sergeant Hendricks cantinred to lead
ki3 nen in the lightning sssenlt an the enamy, foroing the mmerically
auperior elemant to witddrsy fraa ths battle ares. 4s 8 resulé of
Bargeant Hamdrickn' sctions, an enemy base camp wes captured mnd
operces prisenars of the ¥Viet Cong were liberated. KHis superior
l¢adership and ecuragecus astdons imspired his aen t0 such a degree
that the small fire team elememt romted an estimated reinforcsd
platoon-size enemy eiement. Sergeant Bendricks ! cnistanding displey
of gallantry in action and bis avid devotion to &ty ave within the
highent military tradition and refleot greet credit apom himgelf, his
anit, end the Untied States Army.
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