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HE ¢ DQUARTERS
AMERICAL DITISIOM
APO San Prancisco 64374

GEMERAL ORDERS 23 dovepber 1967

KUMBER

1349

fWiRD OF THE STLVIR 3TiR

1. TC 320, Tha following AWARD is amrounced.

FE:ME, JOHN K. FIRST LIRUTSIZIVD, ICRANTRY, United’States 2131,
Conpany C, 20 Bottalien (airborse), 503 Infantsy, 1st Brigade, 1Ctst
idrvorme Bivision ARO 96374

fwarded:

Silvor Star

Date etion 18 My 1987

Theatar:
Peeson:

Republic of Vietnam

For gmllantry in action ageinst a nostile fores on 1R Nay i 967
neer Duc Pho, Repudblic of Vietrar, TFirat Lieuterant ¥oans dis—
tinguvirhed himsel! when given the adssion to move his pletoon
te &n arex Whicre cnethcr platonn hed becoww hervilv engared and
eurrourded bY an cnemy olcment. Idcutencnt Kean quicldy er-
ganiged hie Flateon and moved thom tpprednately tvo thowsand
motera to the acene of the battle. LUvon srriving at the battle
zree, l{eutenznt Kaan, rsaliedny tliat datkness wes ranidly de-
scending and thzt he sust resch the baleapured rlatoon as soon
s Pessible, auickly menauvered his nlitoon into pesition to
asgcult the rear end bath flanka of the eneXr elerent, Ideutenant
Keane, aware that 22irtaining strict control would bs the key
facter in the execution of & siccesafrl assavlt, directed lis
plataon not to open firt until fired vion. Zfter tavivg akwed
d988 than one hundred meters, the plntcon »3s sudderndly wiourit
under a withering hail of enesty fire. With coomlate disregard
for his own persdval safety, lieutenant Keane rushed throogh the
hacvy enemy fire, giving his win encovragepsnt 2nd directin&

- theldr fire by pointing out the mizzle flashes from enemy positions,

Authomt

Lieutenant Kesne lead and tirected the assauvlt into thr enemy
with svich agrreaaivences, and M« men were co inopired by his
covrage, that tho asosult olement succesaful)y overran the

onery ypoeitsons, forcing the cromy te histjly flee the battle
area. Pivst ljeutenant Keanels outstarding gallenixy, loader.
ship and devetion to duty are in keeping with the highest
traditinns of the odlitary sersice and reflect great credif uvpen
hireelf, the Amrrical Bivision, ard the (hited States &svp.
y: By direetion af the President uider the provisions of the

-Act of Congress, aEmivved 9 July 16i8.
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