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1. TC 320. The following AWi.RD :'..s -r.nnounced.
SPEAf.S, BC3BY E.                                 , SPECL'.LIST FOUR. E4, United St'2.tes Army_. 
Compr..y C, 2d Batta.lion (Airborne), 502d Infontry, 1st Brig:1de, 101st h.ir­
borr.e Divinion APO 96347 

Aw�:rded: Silver Stc.r 
D,ite �d,ion: 18 May 1967 
The�t0r: Republic of Vietnrun 
Reason: Fo� g�llantry in action against a hostil� !orce on 18 Yay 1967

near Due Pho, Republic of Vietnam. Speci3list Four Spears d�s­
tinguished himself by e:x:ceptiorolly w.lorous J.ction while rr�-::.­
chine-gunner with a small patrol as it moved dong :i. jungle 
trail and wns -suddenly engaged by hostile fire. On th<i initial 
bruta 1. �' .. H'st of enemy firo tho i:ointrun wi:,.s wounded ��d 2-:.y 
i::i. ;:.n exposed area. Disregi,.rd.ing his o•,m s1;.fety, Spcc.i.:,l::..r.-;t 
Spec.rs rur,Jiod through the l1uil of f:::nerny fire to renc:1 h;'..G w:>un,:.-­
cd coru-::.de o.nd. ;-:-.. : lle::l. hir.i to saf �ty. He t�rm retu!"'::ed. �- r, t:-.o 
:::..rria. of 1;:;attle a:-id rtitu�ned he-1vy fire to tte i::sur-g��.t pc:,i.t:!..:)::s. 
,\s the aciJteness of th,� hcst:Lle .fire incre�se-::._, Spr .. :j ,;�_i_fl�- ,"'5pz::.r;,; 
picked u:;::, his oocr.ine-gun i:.nd c'!lorged t'.".rc:..;c?-: .he:,-,:•/ v·.i•::;�- f:.i.:r-,: 
and grer.tdl':s to a.c:isc.ult .:in e!lemy bun�•�r. u'pcn cJo::d.:,r, en t:�;e 
bunker, n gremde wounded hin; disng.:-.r.drg bj_r, wc-t�n:te, :�e v.:1.1 .. , 
iently ccntinu�d fon:a:rd i:!.r,rl killed two e:11:,r.1.�• sc:·.df•::-i;. �tlt:,.-
o,.rt !-.e:sit.o.tion or regerd for the i:-.te!1s::.':.y :•f i'J..re, ;1c co:-:7,: n-
ued to ex:::c�e :i.imselt tc t�e ene;r.y anj ,:..-:i�;,:i•,�t,;;1 c. se:::::i::-;� b•.:(·.'.t-• 
er. He destro�•ed th;:,.t bu.nke:r o.nd killed two ,-:wni :i:-.s1:::'"'3er,.�r. 
Whe.n ordered "!;o pull b1c:<, Sp-::ci�.list Spe,li."S i·o:.�'lin.:::1 b,;,;hir:rl 
i:-: rn exposed positi,m giving cov1,ring firP. for ':,�1e �-r:i.1;:d.r,;,:.•;.i.ni 
pla::;o::rn. Only af'ter th('; wounded. w�r� eva:.:i.tated i'.::-vi ?-.i/3 1:l'l�:.•.:::,;, 
pulled back to e. �::.:te r.rea did SpecL:-�list Spears I rejoin m.'> 
u�it and <lllow hil�self medicll �id .• Through Speci�lizt s���r5'
aggr-esi V(:l determination ar.d cour.:-,geous actions, tho li!'e of on"
individual was undoubtedly sa vod, two en€.lny bunkers dt.;s':.rc:red,
and at least four enenr; ld.lled. Specialist Four Spea::-s; ott�,­
s.tanding display of_ 11."lquestioruible gallantry; his prcse:'."Vf:rf-!nr.e_. 
resolute .:i,nd personlll determination whik engaged in clos,:: co;;-:­
bat are in ket1ping with the highest. trc,,.ditions of the nilit::.ry 
service and refl�ct gr��t credit upon hi..�self

1 
his unit, T2�k 

Force Oregon• nnd :the Uni bed States. A-r:•.::;,;r. 
Authority: By dirGction of thl1 President under· the provisions of the ;,ct. 

of Congress, approved 9 July 191S, 

Copyright 2017 by Ryan Niebuhr @ 2ndbde.org or as attributed.




